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an outdoor education project  
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What is your most memorable memory of your 

childhood time in school context?  
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What you will never forget…
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1.
2.
3.
4.

Vision of outdoor education

School@farm

Why? 

Factors of success
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School@farm 

Outdoor education project 

Since 2016 

15 farms – 20 classes 

Educational project + research project 



6

School@farm 
Collaboration between schools & farms

10 days during 10 consecutive weeks

5th or 6th grade of a primary school

• Learning in authentic, realistic context 

• Carrying out real jobs

• Experiencing routine

• Feeling the weather (bike) 

• Inquiry based learning (STEM-education)

DAIRY FARMS 

FRUIT CULTIVATION

GREENHOUSE CULTIVATION
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Vision outdoor education

Physical 

activity in the 

outdoors

Personal and 

social 

development

Education 

IN or/and 

ABOUT the 

environment
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Outdoor education is head, hart and hands

Do you jump further than a …? 



9

Education IN or/and ABOUT the environment

• Math (geometry, measuring) 

• Nature 

• Technology 

• Engineering 

• Science 

• … 

Physical 

activity in the 

outdoors

Personal and 

social 

development

Education 

IN or/and 

ABOUT the 

environment
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Education IN or/and ABOUT the environment

Calculating with scale

• What is the length of the toy tractor? 

• What is the scale ?

• What does that mean? 

• … 

Physical 

activity in the 

outdoors

Personal and 

social 

development

Education 

IN or/and 

ABOUT the 

environment
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Education IN or/and ABOUT the environment

The apple sorting machine

Challenge: How can we sort apples? 

• How would we handle this?

• If we look at an apple from above, what shape does it 

have? 
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Do we have 200 rainworms per m² in our field?

Education IN or/and ABOUT the environment
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Physical activity 

Physical 

activity in the 

outdoors

Personal and 

social 

development

Education IN 

or/and 

ABOUT the 

environment
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What is unique in this project (in Flandres)? 
Factors of success

• On a permanent base 

• Fixed ritual and solid planning

• In all weather conditions 

• On a location nearby

• Learning + working 

• Didactics of inquiry based learning 

• Collaboration 
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Factors of success 
1. On a permanent base 

10 consecutive weeks

Long term 

More effect

Enagement 



16

Factors of success 
2. Fixed ritual and solid planning

10 days during 10 consecutive weeks

5th or 6th grade of a primary school

Two groups with a strict plan – in a shear system

Doing everyday tasks, experiencing routine (and putting it into a positive view) 

Reflecting on social skill.

Feeling and keeping track the weather 

Guidance from teacher and farmer.

Learning in an authentic context 
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Factors of success 
2. Fixed ritual and solid planning
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Factors of success 
3. In all weather conditions 
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Factors of success 
4. On a location nearby 

Sustainability 

Connection farm-school-parents-… 

‘outdoor education’ doesn’t have to be ‘special, rare, far 

away,…’ 
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Factors of success 
5. Learning + working 

Ratio: 

• 1/3 theory

• 2/3 (physical) activity 

• During activity: coaching, asking questions,… 

e.g. wheel barrow 

 What is the best way to use our wheelbarrow?

How can we test this? 
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Factors of success 
6. Didactics of inquiry based learning
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Factors of success 
6. Collaboration 

Collaboration between teacher-farmer 

• Communication 

• Planning 

• Interim reflection 
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Factors of success 
Competencies 

Which competencies do a farmer and teacher need to have succesfull School@farm project?

Competency = knowledge + skills + attitudes  

Literature review + questionnaire + focus groups teachers and farmers 
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Factors of success  

Essential: 

• Being flexible

• Giving clear and structured instructions

• Being enthusiastic

• Organisational skills

• Facilitation (guiding, supporting pupils)

• Be able to adapt instructions to group and subject

• Promoting pupil activity 

• Being learner-centred (giving learners ownership)

• Being authentic (being yourself, coming across as credible, knowing what you are talking about)
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Factors of success 

Attitudes > skills > knowledge

Knowledge

1) Master the 
course material 

2) Knowledge 
about pedagogy 

3) Knowledge 
about inquiry 
based learning 

4) Integrating 
different topics 
(STEM) 

5) 5) Knowledge 
about safety 

Skills 

1) Motivating children

2) Giving clear and 

structured instructions
3) Be prepared

4) Organisation skills

5) Facilitation (guiding, 
supporting pupils

Attitude

1) Flexible 

2) enthusastic, 
motivated

3) patient

4) authentic

5) optimic 

Link with session 

this morning?
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Factors of success 

Don’t forget about the parents… 

Meeting for the parents 

Updating parents (blog, website,…) 

Tour visit on the farm (by the children) 
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3. Why? 

Why?

• For the health and physical development of children

• For the well being and social skills of children 

• For the possibilities of long-learning

• Because the children are the grown-ups of tomorrow (especially on terms of sustainability)

• For the educational possibilities (STEM, entrepreneurship…) 
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3. Why ?

For the health and physical development of 

children 



29

3. Why ?

For the health and physical development of children 
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gardening/taking care of plants taking care of animals food safety and hygiene doing household chores (e.g. tidying

up, sweeping...)

biking
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To what extent has your child's behavior changed positively with regard to:

helemaal niet niet neutraal wel helemaal wel

Parent: “After the project, a greenhouse was installed here at home and is 

maintained together with the dad.”
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3. Why ?

For the well-being and social skills of children
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3. Why? 

"I know a very shy girl and she was a ‘chicken queen’, she could take any chicken, 
but in class she is so very shy, but there she revealed herself, that's great to see." 
(teacher)

• Active participation 

• Taking responsibility 

• Working together 

• Get to know each other’s competences

77% of the students indicated that they learned not to be afraid to learn new things 
at the outdoor location . (girls>boys) 
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3. Why? 
Parents

• Discovering new talents, interests…

• Pushing boundaries: biking, contact with animals,… 

• Learn to persevere 

'My son does not like to study very much and by going to the farm, he was now among the 'better' of the 
class.’ (parent) 
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To what extent has your child's self-confidence increased as a

result of the project?

To what extent has the project had an impact on your child's

interaction with his/her classmates?
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strongly disagree disagree neutral agree totally agree



33

3. Why ?

For the possibilities of long-learning

'For once, my daughter didn't experience maths as an 

abstract numerical task, but saw the immediate benefit of 

it.’ (parent) 
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3. Why?

Students learn best when teaching is meaningful, active and experiential

(James & Williams, 2017).

• More practical – hands-on 

• More motivated 

• Long-term 

Students of the project scored better on the posttest than on the pretest 

for the cognitive questions (t(534)=-5.81, p<0.000).
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3. Why ?

Because the children are the grown-

ups of tomorrow (especially on terms 

of sustainability)

 

“The future will belong to the 

nature-smart—those 

individuals, families, businesses, 

and political leaders who 

develop a deeper understanding 

of the transformative power of 

the natural world and who 

balance the virtual with the real. 

The more high-tech we become, 

the more nature we need.”

—Richard Louv

Nature Deficit Disorder
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3. Why?

It is nice to see how the children grow in ten weeks, learning to know children that live nearby my 

farm. A lot of the children and their parents come by my shop (several) visits during the holidays. And 

they often ask about the cows and the chickens.

Hilde (farmer, ‘t Fazantenhof)
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3. Why?

Project has a significant impact on the attitude students have about the importance of technology and 

science in society.

• Learning by doing 

• Concrete 

• Link with reality (meaningful context) 
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3. Why ?

For the educational possibilities 

• STEM 

• Entrepreunership

• Sustainability 

• … 
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Questions? 

Ideas? 

Inspiration?

Activities/information on www.schoolatplatteland.be (in Dutch)

Annelore Blondeel – annelore.blondeel@vives.be  

http://www.schoolatplatteland.be/
mailto:annelore.blondeel@vives.be
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