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Open Societal Challenges


Education Policy Event Briefing Notes
Religious Toleration and Peace (RETOPEA)
25 January 14:00 – 16:45
Programme

14:00 Session 1 – What is RETOPEA?

Introduction by Chair, Prof. John Wolffe (The Open University)
Open University team presentation - Dr John Maiden, Dr Stefanie Sinclair, Dr Katelin Teller
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven/RETOPEA  - Dr Karel Van Nieuwenhuyse

Participant perspectives -
Ruairi Geehan (RE Teacher at Mercy College, Belfast) 
Richard Brown (Head Teacher, Urswick School, London)
Dr Renee Hattar (Director, Royal Institute of Interfaith Studies, Jordan)
Student participant

Questions and discussion 

15:15 Tea Break

15:40	Session 2 – Ways Forward and Policy Implications

Introduction by Chair, Dr Kathryn Wright (CEO, Culham St. Gabriel’s Trust)
Reflections from panel:
Helen Snelson (Teacher Education, University of York; Chair of the Historical Association's Secondary Committee; EuroClio Ambassador)
Rosie Dawson (Freelance religion journalist, documentary maker and radio producer) 
David Porter (Strategy Consultant for the Archbishop of Cantebury)
Riaz Ravat (Contributor to the Commission on Islam in the UK, Prime Minister’s Extremism Task Force and the Commission on Religion & Belief in Public Life) 

16:15 Followed by open discussion 

16:45 End



Background

RETOPEA is an exciting initiative in religious/civic/historical education that has been developed by The Open University in collaboration with a range of UK and international partners. It is targeted primarily at young people between the ages of 13 and 18 and can be delivered both in schools and in informal education. Participants are prompted to think ‘outside the box’ about their own experience of religious diversity and toleration/intolerance through engagement with short historical source extracts and then (working in groups) to make short films (‘Docutubes’). This creative process encourages participants actively to engage with the issues and supports development of other important skills, such as team-working, empathy, curiosity and imagination. The films are presented not as an end in themselves, but as a means to an end – i.e., to create opportunities for independent thought, critical thinking and working ‘with’ history, in order better to understand and appreciate present-day religious and cultural diversity. 

Initial resource development was funded by the European Union’s H2020 programme, and more recent pilot workshops by the Culham St Gabriel’s Trust and the Open University’s Open Societal Challenges programme. So far, we have run seven pilot workshops in the UK (four in London, two in Belfast and one in a residential camp for young people from both the UK and the US), nine in continental Europe and one in Jordan. Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive: 
· 81% of participants agreed that the RETOPEA project had helped them to think of religious peace and toleration in new ways.​
· 86% felt that making a Docutube film helped them learn about religious peace and toleration.​
· 96% said that they enjoyed making a Docutube film
We believe the methodology has great educational potential and are seeking to promote its widespread adoption. It could have a transformative impact on Religious Education, as well as in other subject areas, especially History and PSE. It can be adapted in accordance with available time and resources.

RETOPEA supports young people’s active learning about religious diversity in the past and present through the creative process of making Docutubes.  RETOPEA’s creative approach has been found to support young people to:
· move beyond generalisations and stereotypes about religious diversity 
· learn with history
· make constructive and critical connections between past, present and their own experiences
· think ‘outside of the box’ about religious toleration and peace
· develop cultural, religious and historical literacy .

Notes

The theme of this event is Young people and religion: creative learning with history.  The event brings together policy makers, academics, teachers, and NGOs to discuss how an interdisciplinary approach which uses history and filmmaking can help develop critical thinking about religious diversity, toleration and peace in the past and present.  The aim of this event is to help build a community which can help advance policies which help young people develop and articulate ideas about religious toleration, conflict and peace through creative and interdisciplinary approaches to the teaching of RE, history and citizenship. 

The learning objectives for the event are to:

· Recognise the power of interdisciplinary and creative approaches to teaching about religious toleration and diversity.
· Disseminate more widely the Docutube methodology which can be adopted in formal and informal education
· Consider how to provide young people with more ‘safe spaces’ to discuss issues of religious diversity and toleration amongst themselves
· Consider the revision of history, RE and citizenship curricula to stimulate students to apply examples of religious toleration to their own present-day contexts
· Give further consideration be to the balance of risk and benefit in engaging with youth culture in matters of religious toleration and diversity


The first of the afternoon’s sessions will present the RETOPEA project.  Researchers from The Open University and KU Leuven will present the project and educators and an NGO representative will then reflect on their experiences of taking part in the project in formal and informal learning environments.  The second session will include a panel discussion about possible ways forward and the policy implications of the project’s findings.

Each panel discussion will be followed by questions and discussion.  In session 1, speakers will give short presentations about the project.  In session 2, speakers will be invited to each speak in response to the presentations in session 1 and take part in a panel discussion which will address policy implications of the RETOPEA project findings and the challenges and opportunities which exist in and between their sectors.

The panel for Session 1 is chaired by Prof John Wolffe and will include the following speakers: Prof. John Wolffe, Dr John Maiden, Dr Stefanie Sinclair, Dr Katelin Teller, Dr Karel Van Nieuwenhuyse, Dr Renee Haatar, Mr Ruairi Geehan, and Mr. Richard Brown.

The panel for Session 2 is chaired by Dr Katheryn Wright and will include the following speakers: Dr Helen Snelson, Mr David Porter, Mr Riaz Ravat and Ms. Rosie Dawson.

Please see the notes below about the speakers and panellists.

Please also feel free to contact us if you have any further questions: Open University RETOPEA Team: Prof John Wolffe john.wolffe@open.ac.uk; Dr John Maiden john.maiden@open.ac.uk; Dr Stefanie Sinclair stefanie.sinclair@open.ac.uk; Dr Katelin Teller katelin.teller1@open.ac.uk

Panellists

Session 1 

Prof. John Wolffe, Open University – Chair John is Professor of Religious History at the Open University, where he has taught and researched since 1990. His most recent book is Sacred and Secular Martyrdom in Britain and Ireland since 1914 (London: Bloomsbury Academic 2020). He is currently President of the Religious Archives Group.  Between 2018 and 2022 he led the Open University team contributing to the European Union funded Religious Toleration and Peace Project. 

Richard Brown Richard has been Headteacher of The Urswick School since April 2008. The school serves a highly disadvantaged cohort with eligibility for Free School Meals at about 70% of all students. In recent years students have progressed to Oxbridge and Russell Group universities and its high aspirations are summed up by the mission statement Believe and Achieve. Richard has taught at secondary schools in London for nearly 40 years and is also Executive Headteacher of Hackney’s all age Pupil Referral Unit, New Regent’s College.  In his spare time, he watches plenty of cricket and is chair of the Cricket Memorabilia Society and a contributor to ‘The Cricketer’ magazine.

Ruairi Geehan, Mercy College, Belfast  Ruairi trained at St Marys teacher training College, Queens University, Belfast and is a RE teacher at Mercy College, Belfast .

Dr Renee Haatar, Director Jordanian Royal Institute of Interfaith Studies  Renee holds a PhD in Peace Studies from the University of Granada-Spain; specialized in Music and Peace with focus on Arab Christian Studies, Interfaith, and Peacebuilding. Between 2006 and 2016 she has worked as Coordinator of the Middle East Department at the International Center for the Study of Christian Orient in Granada- Spain and professor of Arabic Language and Culture at the Institute of Theology “Lumen Gentium”, affiliated to the Faculty of Theology at the San Damaso Ecclesiastical University/Spain, 2008 to 2016. She served as consultant of interfaith relations (Christianity-Islam) for the Spanish Episcopal Conference, 2012 to 2016. She has participated in many conferences, workshops and trainings on different topics, such as Arab Christian studies, peacebuilding, music and peace, PVE, dialogue and inter-faith. She has also participated in developing content for training manuals through different projects.

Dr John Maiden, Open University John is a Senior Lecturer and Head of the Religious Studies department at the Open University.  He is interested in twentieth century religious history and has published widely in the area.  John was previously co-investigator for the  AHRC-funded and Times Higher Education award-nominated public engagement project 'Building on History: Religion in London' between 2012 and 2014. He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society,  and committee member for the Religious Archives Group. He  co-convenes the Modern Religious History seminar at the Institute of Historical Research and is a member of the Ecclesiastical History Society and the American Society of Church History.

Dr Stefanie Sinclair, Open University Stefanie is a Senior Lecturer in Religious Studies and the Open University's Academic Lead for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning.  She has a special research interest in religion, identity, politics and education in Germany and the UK, and is the Teaching and Learning representative on the executive committee of the British Association for the Study of Religions (BASR).

Dr Katelin Teller Katelin is a Research Associate in Religious Studies at the Open University where she also obtained her PhD in Development Policy and Practice.  Previous work has included arts management roles at the Royal Opera House and the British Council in London and China and as an independent consultant for international arts programmes and festivals.  Katelin’s current research is focused on organisational learning in and between peacebuilding organisations in Israel and Palestine.  She is a trustee of Project Rozana International (NGO promoting peacebuilding through health care and training), and OneVoice, a grass-roots, civil society advocacy organization which aims to empower politically moderate Israelis and Palestinians to pressure their governments towards a two-state solution.

Dr Karel Van Nieuwenhuyse Karel is currently Associate Professor in History Didactics, at the University of Leuven (Belgium). Karel’s main research interests are related to history education: the position of the present, the use of historical sources, historical narratives – identification, the connection historical thinking – civic attitudes, and representations of the colonial past.  Karel is also currently president of the Flemish Association of History Teachers, and vice-president of the International Research Association for History and Social Sciences Education. He is board member of several journals, such as the International Journal of Research on History Didactics, History Education,  Historical Culture, the International Journal for History and Social Sciences Education, and Didactica Historica. Revue suisse pour l’enseignement de l’histoire. 


Session 2 - Panellists

Dr Kathryn Wright – Chair As Chief Executive of the Culham St Gabriel’s Trust, Katheryn oversees the operations of the Trust and is its ambassador within and beyond the religion and worldviews community. Kathryn is a member of the Chartered College of Teaching, a RE Council Board Member and a member of the executives of the National Association of Teachers of Religious Education (NATRE)  and AULRE, the network for learning, teaching and research in religious education. 

Rosie Dawson Rosie is a freelance religion journalist, documentary maker and radio producer. She worked for more than 25 years at the BBC, mainly for its Religion and Ethics department. She is one of a freelance team supporting the work of  the Religion Media Centre, is an Associate Research Fellow with the William Temple Foundation,  and works closely with academics on their public engagement . She served on the REF2021 as an impact assessor.

David Porter As Strategy Consultant to the Archbishop of Canterbury, David has over 40 years’ experience in faith based organisational development and governance.  He is a specialist in conflict transformation, peacebuilding and religious conflict and is a reflective practitioner in leadership and public policy.  David was appointed Chief of Staff and Strategy at Lambeth Palace in 2016, having been the Archbishop’s Director of Reconciliation for the previous three years.  Before this, he was the Canon Director for Reconciliation Ministry at Coventry Cathedral.  As chief of staff, Mr Porter oversaw staff team at Lambeth Palace, and advised Archbishop Welby on public-policy matters such as 


Brexit  and the pandemic. As the Archbishop’s reconciliation director, Mr Porter played a central part in the process that led to the General Synod’s final approval to enable the consecration of women as bishops.

Riaz Ravat   Riaz Ravat BEM DL is the Deputy Director of  St Philip’s Centre - a charity set up in 2006 and rooted in the multi-faith environment of Leicester, the UK’s most ethnically diverse city. Riaz heads up the Centre’s religion and belief training packages to corporate bodies and runs a number of other significant inter faith projects. His other responsibilities include community relations engagement, financial administration, media communications, crisis management and business and partnership development.  Riaz has contributed to the Commission on Islam in the UK, Prime Minister’s Extremism Task Force, Commission on Religion & Belief in Public Life and the Joint Committee on reform of the House of Lords. 

Helen Snelson Helen is Chair of the Historical Association's Secondary Committee and a EuroClio Ambassador. She taught history in 11-18 schools for 20 years and now leads the History Secondary Initial Teacher Education at the University of York. Helen regularly works with historians to bring their scholarship to the history classroom, via training sessions for teachers, online resources, blogposts and articles. She has recently led a team to produce a textbook for lower secondary that brings the history of minoritised groups to the classroom. 
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