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As females who have experienced the use of public transportation in Lebanon and different European countries, we present this paper to examine women’s trajectories of walking along streets to arrive at public transport stops for different modes, specifically the shared taxi or bus. We present two cases from Beirut and Brussels to explore the positionality of women in this everyday life experience in the two cities and their public spaces. Our paper aims to emphasise the strong relation between streets as public spaces, and the shared vehicles representing a continuation of that public space in time. The investigation starts with an overview of the contextual cultural, socio-economic and urban planning implications for city streets, and major historical events that have affected both cities. Arriving at the present time, we address issues of safety based on the design and planning of streets and public spaces, perceptions of security while getting into and being in the vehicle, cultural differences in interacting with the driver and other riders, and the journey experience until arriving at one’s destination. In addition to secondary data analysis, the paper is based on the authors’ participatory observations over the period of three years between 2018 and 2021 in both cities, which was documented by taking notes and photographs during their trips. The paper concludes that women’s use of public transportation in Beirut and Brussels are equally related to the design of the streets as well as the attitudes, perceptions and values associated with gender roles in public spaces in city centres but also in peripheral urban areas. Further investigation is required to establish a framework for investigating this relation in other cities.

