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The doctoral research presented here is one of the four sub-projects of a larger FWO-SBO project called “Soligion (Solidarity and religion): Co-creating complementary forms of social support across faith-based organisations and secular welfare state institutions. 

Project and research questions
Within this framework, my research focuses (1) on the question of how FBOs who engage in poverty alleviation can be understood and defined as welfare actors, and how do they work in practice. What are the differences between different types of organizations? Which logics can be identified in their ways of organizing, and how do they define who is entitled to help and who is not? A second focal point is the question (2) how attitudes and practices of FBOs interact with the secular environment in Flanders. What frictions are experienced, and how do factors like scale, capacity, (lack of) professionalization or bureaucracy, influence these? In which ways do FBOs adapt (or not) to the secular social environment in general and the secularized institutions and mechanisms of the welfare State in specific?

Alongside the doctoral research projects, the Soligion project also has a valorisation part in which two groups of stakeholders respectively to (1) co-create a digital platform to make FBOs and their work more visible (working group 1) and (2) develop educational tools that enhance the understanding of the role of religion and FBOs in the welfare state (working group 2). My own project works closely together with the first working group, composed of policy makers, representatives of faith groups, civil society umbrella organisations, and FBOs. They will help to compile comprehensive lists of FBOs that are currently active in the field of local social support in five Flemish cities, and reflect on my findings along the way. Simultaneously, my research findings will support their process of co-creation. 

Methods
As a specific type of informal social work, Faith-Based organisations (FBOs) remain largely unexplored within the Belgian Welfare State. In contrast to welfare state institutions, which fail to cater for the needs of people not entitled to social support, FBOs offer more unconditional aid and solidarity not linked to the nation states territorial logic.  While tackling the problem of defining FBOs, our research explores the views of FBOs on solidarity and the diversity between various types of organisations. We opted to integrate three categories: (1) organizational characteristics, (2) religious tradition and expression and (3) the type of program and services in order to categorize the organizations. Current research shows a huge diversity in types of organisations. In our doctoral  study  we focus on FBOs which care for people in poverty, we will work inductively and use qualitative research methods. Our scoping review  gives us some preliminary results about the different forms of research on FBOs and the question as how FBOs function as welfare actors. We found consensus about the fact that faith-based organisations serve the most vulnerable people who are often not reached by welfare state institutions. Besides giving basic social needs such as food pantry, clothes, medical aid, a place to sleep, faith-based organisations often give moral, religious or spiritual support and try to work on community cohesion and community based social change. 
Following the literature review and document analysis, there will be in-depth interviews with actors and representatives from both FBO’s and WSIs from five different cities (Antwerp, Ghent, Leuven, Ostend and Vilvoorde). The focus of the interviews will be on how FBOs who engage in poverty alleviation work in practice an how they interact with their secular environment. Analysis will be carried out in continuous dialogue with the scientific project consortium as well as the stakeholders. This multidisciplinary and multi-stakeholder cooperation brings together knowledge and experiences from FBOs and WSIs with social work studies, sociology, political philosophy, religious studies and enables us to understand (1) the processes in which faith-based identities are built and FBOs distinguish themselves from secular institutions and organization (and from other FBOs) and (2) how such identities come about and are built upon in the interaction with secular WSIs.
