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Solidary Mobile Housing

The SMH project is an experimental venture into potentially 
innovative resilient housing models. Considering that for many 
vulnerable citizens, stable and quality housing is the first step 
towards recovery, SMH aims at co-creating a new model in a living 
environment with real users and trace the social and spatial impact 
of this practice. 

Including the useIncluding the users in every step of the conceptualization and the 
construction of their own houses, SMH empowers the future 
inhabitants to incrementally co-create a solidary living community 
in interaction with the surrounding neighbourhood. A parallel aim of 
the SMH is to envision alternative modalities of appropriation of 
underused spaces. 

TTogether with the future inhabitants, the non-profit organizations; 
Samenlevingsopbouw Brussels and Centrum Algemeen 
Welzijnswerk (CAW) Brussels, the students and Professors from the 
Faculty of Architecture of KU Leuven reframed a Waiting Space in 
Esseghem, Brussels as a ̒place of negotiation̓ and transformed it 
into a project through which questions about the city are raised, a 
place where experimentation and innovation take place. The project 
was funded was funded by INNOVIRIS Co-create program. 
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   PREFACE



Conversation with Amine, Benoit, Dennis, Didier, Jeremy, Marc, Omar, Robert



“everyone has the right to enjoy a life in conformity with 
human dignity”…“and the right to decent accommodation 
is central to this right” 1

Across the globe and particularly in Brussels, decades of neoliberal 

housing sector. While a parade of governments failed to provide decent 

to housing” has gradually evaporated into a mirage which is strived for 

the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) epidemic, the economic crisis and the 

discrimination and inequality at a global scale. According to a recent 

pushing individuals and families into poverty. Our world desperately 

recovery, that can lead to better, more equitable and resilient outcomes 
for all.  

This development has revealed the vitality of social responsibility of 

Belgium and across the world, and revealed how these policies 

resilience of the social support systems. Especially since the COVID-19 
epidemic, it is widely argued in the intellectual spheres that the Welfare 
State is in a severe crisis. While the traditional ideals of solidarity are 
under threat, assumptions of traditional welfare are being challenged 
by the current policies. Growing forms of economic inequality continue 
to undermine the traditional safety nets and subvert solidarity in our 
society. All of these raise the emergent needs for novel structural forms 
of social and spatial solidarity. 

SEARCHING FOR A “NEW DEAL” FOR HOUSING IN BRUSSELS
   EDITOR’S NOTE



Recently, numerous scholars, intellectuals, activists and politicians have 
 

 term 
sustainability goals. These calls demand an equitable approach to 
creation, distribution and sustenance of shared social, spatial and 
economic resources and propose an alternative relationship with 
the natural environment. Responsible and ethical urban policies are 

 
model propose that the governments and the civil society should step 
into a new role to address social and spatial inequalities and promote 

 

 
Brussels Capital Region, a variety of land and spaces owned by the 
government remain dormant and unused, referred to by us as ‘Waiting 
Spaces’. These spaces are potential areas for accommodating the 
Brusellites in innovative ways. The drastic increase in the number of 

 
 

development and testing of smarter policies and urban strategies 
 

housing together with an equitable use of the Waiting Spaces. 

 
potentially innovative and resilient housing models. Considering that 

 step 
towards recovery, SMH aims at co-creating a new model in a living 
environment with real users and trace the social and spatial impact of 

 
and the construction of their own houses, SMH empowers the future 
inhabitants to incrementally co-create a solidary living community in 
interaction with the surrounding neighbourhood. 

A parallel aim of the SMH is to envision alternative modalities of 
appropriation of underused spaces. Together with the future 
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Waiting Space in Esseghem as a ‘place of negotiation’ and transformed 
it into a project through which questions on the city are raised, a place 

 
was and (continues to be) purely a critical spatial practice, which 

 and 
studio coordinators to get out of the comfortable boundaries of 

 
 



SMH went beyond practicing architecture as a solely physical product 
 

 
It introduced novel socio-spatial perspectives for understanding and 
intervening in Waiting Spaces as a means to enable a critical version of 
the neoliberal architectural practices.  

 
 

 
 

 
2 the housing in Brussels. SMH is an 

inclusive, dynamic, mobile and adaptable form of co-creating and 
dwelling in solidarity. 

 
 

 
creation methods and tools produced in this project to a wider audience 

 

Join us in this journey towards a 
“New Deal” for Housing! 
opencall@solidairmobielwonen.be
opencall@solidarymobilehousing.be
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and threats it presents, so appropriate measures (qualitative and quantitative) may be provided through which 




