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Survey on animal welfare and lockdown measures in Flemish zoo’s 
The COVID-19 lockdown measures may have affected the daily lives of zoo animals and consequently their welfare. In several Flemish zoos, employees working with or on animals, were asked how they perceived the impact of the lock-down measures on their work and their animals. 32 people of 8 different zoos responded, half of them were caretakers, half were curators, vets, researchers, or veterinary assistants. Several respondents that work with animals said they had less time to take care of the animals (n=12) compared to the period before the lockdown-measures, a minority had more time (n=2) and for most (n=13) the time to take care of the animals remained the same. The caretaking routine had changed according to roughly half of the respondents on this question (11/24) and remained the same for the other half (13/24). Animal trainings had diminished for most respondents (n=15), had increased for a few (n=2) or had remained the same (n=6). 43% of the respondents (n=10) said there were no changes in the amount of enrichment available to the animals, 48% (n=11) said there was less enrichment because they had less time, the enriching visitors were absent or less material was available. Only one person said there was more enrichment due to the extra time gained from lower maintenance of visitor spaces. The tasks listed by the respondents at which less time was allotted due to impact of Covid-measures were cleaning, training, observation, enrichment, maintenance, and animal treatments. Of 28 respondents 54% felt more stressed at work, 46% was not more stressed than usual. The observed changes in animal behaviour in the lockdown-period were more play (3/25), less play (2/25), more sexual behaviour (3/19), more sleep (2/16), more time spent inside (1/23). We conclude that the factor with the highest risk for decreased welfare was the decreased time that could be allotted to the animal care, training and enrichment due to the restriction of personnel number. No conclusive results regarding the actual welfare could be drawn from the few reported changes in behaviour.  
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