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越南玫瑰圣母大教堂 
东亚本地化教堂建筑的原型 

The Cathedral of Phát Diệm (Vietnam) 
Archetype of Inculturated Church Architecture in Eastern Asia 

文，图 / 比利时鲁汶大学建筑学院教授 

         高曼士 (Thomas COOMANS) 

译 / 康岩 

教堂的正面和陈陆克神父的墓 

Façade of the cathedral and tomb of father Tran Luc 
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石大门上面的钟楼和建筑南边的湖 

Stone entrance gate with bell tower and lake seen from the south. 

玫瑰圣母大教堂的全景  /  Cathedral of Phát Diệm seen from the south-east. 
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教堂的中殿  /  High altar of the cathedral. 

教堂的中殿  /  Central nave of the cathedral. 
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石室圣堂  /  Stone chapel seen from the south-east. 

石室圣堂的内景  /  Stone chapel interior. 圣洛可圣堂的内景  /  Saint Roch chapel interior. 
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圣伯多禄圣堂的正面  /  South facade of Saint Peter’s chapel. 
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教堂大门的环廊  /  Main gate corridor and relief of Saint Michael. 

       

 

 

The Cathedral of Phát Diệm 

Tran Luc (1825-1899), also known as Father Six, designed and built the cathedral complex of 

Phát Diệm, south-east of Hanoi (Ninh Binh province). From 1875 to 1899, he created one of the 

most original building complexes of Vietnam, which embeds Christianity in the local culture of 

Tonkin. A lake, a stone entrance gate with bell tower, and the cathedral stand on a south-north 

main axis, while five chapels, two grottos and a Calvary surround the cathedral. The cathedral 

and the chapels are a translation of Christian architecture into Vietnamese forms, materials and 

techniques. The façades are richly adorned with Chinese inscriptions and symbols from 

Christianity, Buddhism, classical Vietnam, and eastern astrology. All come together with their 

different layers of meaning in one cultural synthesis. Phát Diệm may be considered as an 

archetype of inculturated church architecture in Eastern Asia.  
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ADDITIONAL PICTURES (not in the article) 

© Thomas Coomans, April 2015 

 

 

General plan of the cathedral site. 

 

Chapel of the Sacred Heart (left) and Chapel of Saint Roch (right), both at the eastern side of the cathedral. 
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Stone reliefs and carvings at the main entrance of the cathedral. 


