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The Cathedral of Phat Diém (Vietnam)

Archetype of Inculturated Church Architecture in Eastern Asia
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Facade of the cathedral and tomb of father Tran Luc
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Stone entrance gate with bell tower and lake seen from the south.

B R R #0145/ Cathedral of Phat Diem seen from the south-east.
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et / Central nave of the cathedral.
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1 Z £ )N 5/ Stone chapel interior.

X%l X E AN 5/ Saint Roch chapel interior.
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(R ﬁE’JIEE / South facade of Saint Peter’s chapel.
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HE KT T3 / Main gate corridor and relief of Saint Michael.

The Cathedral of Phéat Diém

Tran Luc (1825-1899), also known as Father Six, designed and built the cathedral complex of
Phéat Diém, south-east of Hanoi (Ninh Binh province). From 1875 to 1899, he created one of the
most original building complexes of Vietnam, which embeds Christianity in the local culture of
Tonkin. A lake, a stone entrance gate with bell tower, and the cathedral stand on a south-north
main axis, while five chapels, two grottos and a Calvary surround the cathedral. The cathedral
and the chapels are a translation of Christian architecture into Vietnamese forms, materials and
techniques. The facades are richly adorned with Chinese inscriptions and symbols from
Christianity, Buddhism, classical Vietnam, and eastern astrology. All come together with their
different layers of meaning in one cultural synthesis. Phat Diém may be considered as an
archetype of inculturated church architecture in Eastern Asia.
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General plan of the cathedral site.

Chapel of the Sacred Heart (left) and Chapel of Saint Roch (right), both at the eastern side of the cathedral.
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Stone reliefs and carvings at the main entrance of the cathedral.
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