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The Gradual Growth of the Mohist Core Philosophy:
Tracing Fixed Formulations in the Mozi

Carine Defoort

Abstract: Due to our lack of knowledge of early texts such as the Mozi, we inevitably have had to rely on
assumptions when interpreting these texts. These assumptions have contributed to the portrayal of Mo Di as a
philosopher, the founder of Mohist thought, and the advocate of a coherent thought system in Ten Core Ideas.
However, we can approach the Mozi in a different way by methodologically putting these assumptions on hold,
not necessarily by rejecting them. This approach draws attention to the differences among the Ten Core Ideas,
their relatively unfixed forms, and their rare presence in the Mozi. It leads to another, equally plausible
portrayal of Mohist thought as gradually shaped by its authors and editors along with the formation of the book.

Key words: Mozi ,ten core ideas, strings of mottos,early Chinese texts,Qing emendations
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