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Abstract
In this paper, we analyse the relationship between integration policies and perceived intergroup threat across European countries. By distinguishing between several strands of integration policies and forms of threat (economic versus cultural), we attempt to shed more light on the mechanisms underlying the policy-threat nexus. We combine data from The European Values Study of 2008 and the Migration Integration Policy Index of 2007, resulting in a sample of 29,844 native residents in 27 countries, on which we apply multilevel analysis. The outcomes of the analysis reveal that respondents living in a country with more-inclusive integration policies – more specifically, policies aimed at labour-market access and political participation – display lower perceptions of economic threat. By contrast, integration policies are not significantly associated with perceptions of cultural threat. 
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Introduction
Migration to Europe changed the face of European countries, where rising levels of ethnic diversity are increasingly becoming typical. At the same time, the rise of far-right parties and anti-immigrant sentiments is becoming evident in these countries. Various studies show that perceptions of immigrant-related threat are a crucial factor for unfavourable attitudes towards newcomers in society (Jackson, 1993; Riek et al., 2006; Schlueter et al., 2008). In this paper, we contribute to the understanding of perceived threat by examining how the integration policies that a country implements relate to the prevalence and nature of threat perceptions among the majority population.
 
Several studies provide theoretical arguments for the existence of a link between integration policies and public opinion (Bourhis et al., 1997; Favell, 2001; Jakobs and Herman, 2009). The comparative research that is available shows that more-inclusive integration policies are related to lower levels of perceived threat (Kauff et al., 2013; Schlueter et al., 2013), less anti-immigrant sentiment (Hooghe and De Vroome, 2015), and greater tolerance towards ethnic minorities (Weldon, 2006). An important shortcoming in the existing literature, however, is that available empirical evidence does not allow us to distinguish between competing theoretical mechanisms that could underlie the policy-threat nexus. We argue that the lack of differentiation between these various mechanisms stems at least partly from the use of overall conceptualizations of integration policy and perceived threat. First, in most previous studies, threat is analysed as a one-dimensional concept (for a similar argument, see Lucassen and Lubbers, 2012; Riek et al., 2006; Sniderman et al., 2004), although there are convincing theoretical arguments and empirical evidence that it is relevant to disentangle various forms of threat – such as economic and cultural threat (Ben-Nun Bloom et al., 2015) – because they differ in their roots and their consequences (Hainmueller and Hiscox, 2007; Lucassen and Lubbers, 2012; Sniderman et al., 2004). Second, most studies reduce the diversity of integration policies to a single and general policy index, indicating the degree of overall inclusiveness (Hooghe and De Vroome, 2015; Kauff et al., 2013; Schleuter et al., 2013; Weldon, 2006; Wright, 2011. For exceptions, see Ariely, 2012; Careja and Andress, 2013; Meuleman and Reeskens, 2008; Nagayoshi and Hjerm, 2015). Nevertheless, different aspects of integration policy might relate distinctively to public opinion. Policies that provide immigrants access to the labour market, for example, might trigger different reactions among the majority population than would policies granting nationality to newcomers.

Accordingly, in this paper we advocate a more fine-grained analysis of the relationship between integration policies and threat perceptions. We argue that there are good theoretical reasons to assume that specific strands of integration policies might be differently related to various forms of threat perceptions. By exploring how various domains of integration policies (instead of working with a single policy index) relate differently to economic and cultural threat, we attempt to shed new light on the possible mechanisms that link integration policies and threat perceptions.

With this in mind, we therefore combine data from the 2007 Migration Integration Policy Index (MIPEX) and the 2008 European Values Study (EVS), allowing us to make comparisons across 27 European countries. This cross-sectional design obviously does not allow us to conclusively settle the debate on the causal mechanisms of the relationship between policy and public opinion. Our finding that specific strands of integration policy relate to specific forms of threat nevertheless provides new insights into the nature of the nexus between integration policies and perceived threat.

We start by providing our theoretical arguments for distinguishing between economic and cultural threat on the one hand, and the different strands of integration policies on the other. We then present the data and methods used. Lastly, we discuss the results of the analysis, and the implications of our findings with regard to understanding the relationship between integration policies and threat perceptions. 

Theoretical framework
Various forms of threat: Economic vs. cultural threat perceptions
Empirical evidence shows that different dimensions of ethnic threat exist, such as economic (or material) threat (Mayda, 2006), political threat (Blalock, 1987) – which is often also included in economic threat (Stephan, Ybarra et al., 1999) – cultural threat (Lucassen and Lubbers, 2012; Sniderman et al., 2004), security (or crime) threat (Lahav and Courtemanche, 2012, Messina, 2014; Sniderman et al., 2004) and welfare threat (Mayda, 2006). Each of these has different roots and distinctive attitudinal and behavioural consequences (Ben-Nun Bloom et al., 2015; Lahav and Courtemanche, 2012). 

The realistic group conflict theory (RGCT) explains the development of economic or material threat perceptions, which arise when political and economic power, and the wellbeing – both physical and material – of the majority group are threatened by the arrival of immigrants (Lucassen and Lubbers, 2012; Stephan, Ybarra et al., 1999; Stephan and Stephan, 1996). Minority group members are seen as competitors for scarce material resources. This competition between ingroups and outgroups can occur in all domains of society, e.g. the labour market, housing, politics, etc. (Careja and Andress, 2013; Thomsen and Birkmose, 2015). This intergroup competition threatens the material and political wellbeing of the ingroup, resulting in economic threat perceptions among the majority population (Quillian, 1995; Scheepers et al., 2002; Semyonov et al., 2006). Economic threat perceptions are rooted in contextual factors, such as the economic condition of the country or the immigrant group size, as well as individual characteristics, such as peoples’ socioeconomic position (Sniderman et al., 2004; Quillian, 1995). Empirical research shows that native-born citizens in a more vulnerable position (e.g. the lower educated or the unemployed) or people in direct competition with immigrants, have higher levels of perceived threat (Billiet et al., 2014) and tend to hold more negative views about immigration for economic reasons (Dustmann and Preston, 2007; Mayda, 2006; Semyonov et al., 2006). Lancee and Pardos-Prado (2013) show that, independent of socioeconomic position, becoming unemployed increases concerns about immigration. 

In contrast to economic threat, cultural threat perceptions are rooted in perceived challenges to the majority group’s beliefs, attitudes, and cultural identity and values (Stephan, Ybarra et al., 1999; Stephan, Stephan et al., 1999). Social identity theory (Tajfel, 1982) states that individuals derive psychological benefits and self-esteem from ingroup membership. The arrival of immigrants – especially from culturally different societies – leads to a changing society with multiple languages, lifestyles and values (Stephan et al., 2008; Thomsen and Birkmose, 2015) and can therefore be perceived as a threat to the in-group. Within the social identity theory, people want positive differentiation in order to develop positive group membership and therefore they feel threatened by the arrival of culturally different groups (Sniderman et al., 2004). This partly explains why cultural threat is more prevalent and enduring (Huddy and Sears, 1995) than economic threat, which is assumed to depend on temporal economic fluctuations (Malhotra et al., 2013). Education can act as a buffer to cultural threat perceptions; higher-educated residents cope better with a culturally diverse society, because they hold more cosmopolitan views1 (Hainmueller and Hiscox, 2007), welcome globalization (Thomsen and Birkmose, 2015) and have greater tolerance towards ethnic minorities (Citrin et al., 1997). 

Security and crime threat is another form of ethnic threat, which relates to physical insecurities and also national security and integrity (Sniderman et al., 2004), and in which individuals who feel threatened are less likely to support liberal immigration policies (Lahav and Courtemanche, 2012). With regard to welfare threat, Mayda (2006) states this originates from the fact that immigrants in some countries are likely to be in the segment of society where they are also more likely to receive state benefits. People may see this as a threat to the equilibrium between how much immigrants contribute to the system and how much they take from it. Van Oorschot (2008) describes this as the reciprocity criteria of deservingness namely people are perceived as more deserving if they contributed to the welfare system before. People perceiving immigrants as a threat to the national welfare system have more-negative feelings towards immigrants. 

In spite of the theoretical and empirical arguments for distinguishing between forms of ethnic threat – especially between cultural and economic threat – most empirical studies combine the different dimensions and analyse a single threat index (Ben-Nun Bloom et al., 2015; Riek et al., 2006; for some exceptions Raijman and Semyonov, 2004; Canetti-Nisim et al., 2008). Pooling different ethnic threat perceptions then yields a common effect on attitudes towards immigrants, in which the different dimensions of ethnic threat dimensions cannot be separated (Ben-Nun Bloom et al., 2015). In this paper, we therefore separate cultural and economic threat, and argue that they relate in different ways to the different dimensions of integration policies2.

Different strands of integration policies
Immigrants who are legally resident in a country are the target for integration policies, which are concerned with and refer to all the regulations that define the conditions for immigrants to stay in the country and the rights they are granted (Hammar, 1990, p. 21). Integration policies differ from immigration policies, which deal with the granting of access to the territory of a nation state (Helbling, 2013). In the current study, we focus on integration policies in EU countries. The experiences of immigration are highly diverse in these countries, due to their geographical location, political history, economic contexts and concepts of nationhood (Doomernik and Bruquetas-Callejo, 2016). This resulted in very different or even non-existent integration policies. Nation states are still responsible for designing their integration policies although since 2000 EU member states agreed to adopt the Open Method of Coordination, incorporating EU immigration and integration policies through soft laws (Caviedes, 2004). The EU also subsidizes local initiatives that contribute to the integration of immigrants. Because of these mechanisms, integration policies are converging, especially with regard to family reunion and the rights of long-term residents. Nevertheless, national interests persist, and cross-national differences in integration policies are still pronounced (Doomernik and Bruquetas-Callejo, 2016; Meuleman and Reeskens, 2008; Morales et al., 2015).

Integration policies are the result of a normative political process in which integration is defined as a problem, and normatively framed and concrete policy measures are formulated and implemented to achieve a desired outcome (Penninx and Garcés-Mascarenas, 2016). Penninx and Garcés-Mascarenas (2016) differentiate between three dimensions within integration policies: the legal-political dimension (legal recognition, such as permanent residence, obtaining citizenship, political participation and anti-discrimination laws), the socioeconomic dimension (access to the labour market and to housing) and the cultural-religious dimension (the possibility to maintain cultural values and have ethnic communities). In each of these dimensions, policies can range from exclusive to inclusive. In this paper, we empirically assess these dimensions using the MIPEX database of 2007 (Huddlestone at al., 2011). Theoretical grounds and policy benchmarking underlie MIPEX, and in 2007, the index operationalised integration policies by defining six different strands. These six strands capture two of our three integration policy dimensions: the legal-political dimension (the strands of family reunion, political participation, long-term residence, access to nationality and anti-discrimination) and the socioeconomic dimension (the strand of labour market mobility). Unfortunately, MIPEX does not have a separate strand for the cultural-religious dimension. Meuleman and Reeskens (2008) argue that this is probably due to the difficulty of comparing cultural and religious practices across countries. Further, one should be aware that MIPEX reports formal regulations, but does not capture any interpretation or divergent implementation of formal law. Nor does it incorporate other policies that are not designed as integration policies but do have an indirect impact on the integration of immigrants. 

The nexus between integration policies and threat perceptions
Various authors argue that the integration policies implemented in a country are – albeit in complex and intricate ways – related to public opinion that spreads among the population (Lahav, 2004; Weldon, 2006; Wright, 2011). This link between policy and attitudes has been analysed from different theoretical perspectives that make opposing assumptions about the causality of the relationship: policy feedback theory (Mettler and Soss, 2004), the realistic group conflict theory (Bobo, 1999; Jackson, 1993; Schlueter et al., 2013) and policy responsiveness theory (Brooks and Manza, 2006; Page and Shapiro, 1983). The policy feedback theory and the RGCT assume that policies are a determinant of public opinion rather than a consequence of it (Mettler and Soss, 2004), whereas the policy responsiveness theory sees public opinion as the main driver of policies (Brooks and Manza, 2006). Unfortunately, the empirical evidence that is currently available does not provide a straightforward answer to the question of which of these mechanisms is behind the relationship between policies and threat (Morales et al., 2015). Some scholars define the relationship between integration policies and threat as dialectic, with effects going in both directions (Jakobs and Herman, 2009; Meuleman and Reeskens, 2008). In the current study, we assume that the relationship between integration policies and threat can be seen as a policy-opinion circle, involving both policy feedback and policy responsiveness mechanisms. 

The policy feedback theory claims that policies themselves reshape the political environment, and also the broader societal context and public opinion (Mettler and Soss, 2004). Mettler and Soss (2004) suggest several ways in which these processes operate. First, integration policies create membership status: who is included in the community (based on legal grounds) and who is not, together with their rights and responsibilities. Second, as policies have a leading role in defining membership, they will also foster group divisions and construct social groups within society. Third, policies structure the possibilities for citizens to engage in civic and political action, because they actively encourage or discourage demand making. Fourth, and very importantly, policies lead to defining and framing societal problems and the solutions put in place. This consequently defines who will become the beneficiary of the designed schemes. In summary, policies structure societal groups by identifying, framing and defining social problems and the status of the members. Society’s view on immigration and integration, institutionalized through immigration laws and integration policies, influences the tolerance of ethnic minorities (Schlueter et al., 2013; Weldon, 2006). Individuals internalize these norms via processes of social learning and socialization (Weldon, 2006), which in turn shape the attitude of the majority towards immigrants (Bourhis et al., 1997).

By contrast, there is substantial coherence between positive or negative public opinion and policymakers in the field of immigrant integration (Lahav, 2004). According to policy responsiveness theory, policymakers in democratic states take into account public preferences when designing integration policies, in order to reduce the risk of losing votes and to avoid the likelihood of public reprisals in the form of protests or public disobedience (Brooks and Manza, 2006; Howard, 2010; Lahav, 2004). Howard (2010) states that although public opinion has an impact on the restrictiveness of integration policies, this is more likely to happen when public opinion is activated by far-right parties. In addition, Morales and colleagues (2015) show that a complex combination of factors concerning the politicization of immigration (negative public opinion and extensive media coverage on migration and anti-immigrant parties) is needed in order to find policy responsiveness.

In this paper, we consider that policy responsiveness and policy feedback work as a policy-opinion circle, in which both continuously influence each other and change public opinion and integration policies incrementally. In the case where more-inclusive integration policies are followed by lower perceived threat, and again by even more inclusive integration policies, we describe this as a virtuous policy-opinion circle. By contrast, a cycle where negative threat feelings are followed by more-restrictive integration policies and again by more negative threat feelings is described as a vicious policy-opinion circle. 

The RGCT is another approach that makes assumptions about the policy-threat nexus. This theory states that in the context of the arrival of immigrants, the native population will have to compete over resources that the majority group believe only they are entitled to access (Blumer, 1958; Bobo, 1999). Due to this competition, threat perceptions can arise among the majority population concerning their material, political and cultural wellbeing. According to this perspective, permissive integration policies – which grant immigrants more access to resources – challenge the majority group’s position, increase the competitive nature of intergroup relationships and will therefore lead to stronger threat perceptions among majority group members. This approach sees the effect going only in the direction from integration policies to perceptions of threat, and not the other way round, thereby assuming a linear negative relationship. 

Various correlational studies show that more-inclusive integration policies are associated with lower anti-immigrant feelings (Hooghe and De Vroome, 2015), more tolerance (Weldon, 2006) and reduced threat perceptions (Kauff et al., 2013; Schlueter et al., 2013). This positive relationship runs counter to RGCT mechanisms, but the policy-opinion circle can explain it. 

Different strands of integration policies and economic and cultural threat perceptions
The aforementioned studies use an overall conceptualization of integration policy, thereby reducing various policy domains to a single index. Aggregating policy strands in this way leads to the loss of potentially relevant information, and might lead to overgeneralizations about the relationship between integration policies and threat perceptions. We argue that analysing how the different dimensions of integration policies relate to various forms of threat perceptions could shed more light on the nature of the relationship between policy and threat. 

Looking at the first dimension, the legal-political dimension, we propose the policy-opinion circle, which can explain the link between this dimension on the one hand, and economic and cultural threat perceptions on the other. 

The legal-political dimension holds a highly symbolic value, as it defines who has access to citizenship and political power. The acquisition of citizenship and the political participation of immigrants are frequently subjects for debate in public discourse and in the media of a country, and are often seen as the cornerstones of the nation state. Inclusive integration policies for citizenship acquisition and political participation convey the message that immigrants are members of society, who will stay in the country permanently and can participate fully in its political domains. In addition, extensive anti-discrimination laws are an important aspect of defining and stressing membership in a country. In this regard, Ariely (2012) states that in countries where the access to citizenship is relatively generous, residents display attitudes that are less xenophobic. 

This mechanism could work for cultural as well as economic threat perceptions, because these policies in particular define and construct social groups in society. First, more-inclusive legal-political integration policies imply changing the definition of majority group membership in a more culturally diverse host society. Therefore, more-inclusive legal integration policies also convey the message that immigrants are no threat to the values, culture or cohesiveness of the majority group, because the host society defines different groups as being members of the ethnically diverse society (Ben-Nun Bloom et al., 2015). In turn, more-positive outgroup feelings and lower perceptions of cultural threat will follow among the native members. Second, integration policies in the legal-political dimension define the members of society who have access to both power and resources. However, more-inclusive integration policies convey the message that resources are available to all members. Consequently, feelings of conflict and competition should decrease, resulting in lower perceptions of economic threat among the majority population 

The second dimension of integration policies is the socioeconomic dimension, which concerns the access of immigrants to housing, the labour market, education and health facilities. In this dimension, we suggest that the realistic group conflict theory is a possible mechanism linking these policies to perceptions of economic threat. Because the socioeconomic dimension particularly concerns access to different domains in society, policies that are more inclusive will fuel feelings of competition and lead to increased economic threat perceptions. Mayda (2006) and Malhotra and colleagues (2013) state that individuals competing with immigrants on the labour market are indeed more opposed to immigration. It is evident that when access to the labour market is easier for immigrants as a result of targeted integration policies, perceptions of intensified competition for jobs among natives will rise, which can consequently increase the overall perception of economic threat.

More-inclusive policies concerning this specific integration dimension, however, show that immigrants can participate as full or almost full members in all the socioeconomic domains of the host society. In the case of the labour market, targeted integration policies indicate to the native population that immigrants are potential workers who will contribute to the national economy (Nagayoshi and Hjerm, 2015). Therefore, individuals will develop views about immigrants that are more positive, and their perceptions of economic threat will reduce. Moreover, if people and public opinion are convinced that immigrants are good for the economy, policymakers will design more-inclusive integration policies concerning the labour market. Empirical evidence shows that in countries with labour market policies that are more inclusive, individuals display lower threat perceptions (Careja and Andress, 2013) and less anti-immigrant sentiments (Nagayoshi and Hjerm, 2015).

The third and last dimension of integration policies is the cultural-religious dimension. When countries design inclusive policies in this domain, it means that the societies foresee a two-way process between the adaptation and learning of the immigrants, and changes to the institutional structure of the host society (Penninx and Garcés-Mascarenas, 2016). By contrast, restrictive integration policies mean that the societal norms and values are given and immigrants need to adapt to them. We posit that in line with the logic of the policy-opinion circle, more-inclusive cultural and religious integration policies will lead to lower perceptions of cultural threat. Policies themselves reshape the political environment and the society in which they operate. Therefore, inclusive integration policies imply that society is culturally diverse and this should reduce threat perceptions with regard to membership of the majority group (Wright, 2011). Unfortunately, due to a lack of data about integration policies conceptualizing the cultural-religious dimension, we cannot explore this strand here. 

Hypotheses
Our aim is to analyse whether different dimensions of integration policies relate to economic and cultural threat perceptions. First, for the composite index of integration policies we put a contrasting hypothesis forward. In line with the policy-opinion circle and existing empirical research (Schlueter et al., 2013; Weldon, 2006), we expect that more-inclusive general integration policies will be related to reduced perceptions of cultural and economic threat. Alternatively, because integration policies define who has access to which resources (Penninx and Garcés-Mascarenas, 2016), then in line with the RGCT, having inclusive integration policies means that competition and conflict over these resources will increase between majority and minority groups. Therefore, we expect that more-inclusive general integration policies will be related to decreased (policy-opinion circle)/ increased (RGCT) perceptions of cultural and economic threat (H1).

Not distinguishing between the different dimensions, however, can lead to overestimating the total negative effect (Ben-Nun Bloom et al., 2015). In line with our theoretical framework of the policy-opinion circle, we expect that policies concerning the legal-political dimension that are of particularly high symbolic importance – such as anti-discrimination, political participation and access to nationality – will relate to both economic and cultural threat perceptions3. Because more-inclusive policies in this domain define membership and social categories in society, we expect individuals to internalize the institutional norms and values of the country. Therefore, we assume that individuals in countries with more-inclusive integration policies for legal-political dimensions will have lower (policy-opinion circle) perceptions of economic and cultural threat (H2).

With regard to the socioeconomic dimension of integration policies, we explore again a contrasting hypothesis concerning the labour market. One the one hand, inclusive labour market policies can intensify the feelings of economic competition and increase economic threat perceptions. On the other hand inclusive labour market policies show that immigrants can be possible contributors to the labour market resulting into reduced economic threat perceptions. We thus expect that individuals in countries with labour-market policies that are more inclusive will display higher (RGCT) / lower (policy-opinion circle) economic threat perceptions (H3).

Data and methods
Data
For this paper, we chose to use data from the most recent wave (2008–2009) of the European Values Study (EVS, 2011). This survey consists of questions about human values and the relevant wave includes 47 countries, both inside and outside of the EU 27. We selected the 27 countries that are also available in the MIPEX 2007 database. This resulted in using data from the following countries: Austria (AT), Belgium (BE), Cyprus (including Northern Cyprus, CY), the Czech Republic (CZ), Denmark (DK), Estonia (EE), Finland (FI), France (FR), Germany (DE), Greece (GR), Hungary (HU), the Republic of Ireland (IE), Italy (IT), Latvia (LV), Lithuania (LT), Luxembourg (LU), Malta (MT), the Netherlands (NL), Norway (NO), Poland (PL), Portugal (PT), Slovakia (SK), Slovenia (SI), Spain (ES), Sweden (SE), Switzerland (CH) and Great Britain, including Northern Ireland (GB). 

For the analyses, we only retain people from the native population who were 18 years of age or above at the time of the survey. We define natives as people who were born in their country of residence, with both parents also born there. The proportion of immigrants differs between the countries, resulting in the exclusion of 1.41% of the cases in Finland to 64.04% in Luxembourg. The final total sample comprises 30,772 respondents. See Table 1 for an overview of the participating countries with their corresponding sample sizes.

The EVS dataset is combined with country-level indicators taken from Eurostat, the International Labour Organization and MIPEX. 

Dependent variables: economic and cultural threat
Although much previous research has used a composite index of perceived immigrant-related threat at group level (Riek et al., 2006), as previously stated, we argue that it is important to separate economic and cultural threat perceptions. Economic threat was assessed in the EVS by the following statement: ‘Immigrants take jobs away from natives in a country/ Immigrants do not take jobs away from natives in a country’ and cultural threat by: ‘A country’s cultural life is undermined by immigrants/ A country’s cultural life is not undermined by immigrants’. The items were measured on a ten-point scale (1 = agreement with a statement; 10 = agreement with the opposing statement) and we coded both dependent variables so that a higher score on the index means higher threat perceptions4. In Table 1, we illustrate the distribution of the dependent variable across countries.
[Figure 1 about here]

The two types of threat are positively correlated (Gorodzeisky, 2013). Within countries, the correlation between the economic and cultural threat item varies substantially, ranging from .37 (Hungary) to .72 (Sweden). At the aggregate level, the correlation between the country means of economic and cultural threat equals .67 (p < .000, N = 27. See Figure 1). Although this correlation is strong, it implies that the constructs share approximately 40% of their variance at the country level, and that they contain roughly 60% of unique information. This degree of relatedness leaves sufficient room for contextual predictors (such as policy indicators) to affect both forms of threat separately. Figures 2 and 3 (see Appendix) show the distribution across countries for the dependent variables. Here, we see that economic threat varies substantially across all 27 countries, whereas cultural threat levels are cross-nationally much more similar. This is already an interesting finding, indicating that the contextual factors are potentially more important for economic threat perceptions than for cultural threat perceptions.

Independent variables: integration policies (contextual level)
Our main variable of interest is integration policy, which we operationalize using the MIPEX 2007 database (Huddlestone et al., 2011). This database defines six policy integration strands: labour-market mobility (LMM), family reunion (FR), political participation (PP), long-term residence (LTR), access to nationality (NAT) and anti-discrimination (AD). Each strand has several policy sub-indicators, assessed by legal experts who scored the sub-indicators on a scale from 1 to 3 (1 = worst practice; 3 = best practice). Adding all these strands together in the overall MIPEX score gives us a value for each country on the inclusiveness of its integration policy. Because it uses the same standards across all the countries, MIPEX is especially useful for cross-country comparisons.

Most previous studies on public opinion make use of the overall MIPEX score, whereas some examine a particular strand of interest (see overview Callens, 2015). One study assesses the reliability of the MIPEX data and shows that although the strands together make a reliable overall integration policy indicator, it is also legitimate to distinguish four different dimensions or strands (Ruedin, 2011). The study of Schlueter et al. (2013) demonstrates that the different MIPEX dimensions predict various outcomes similarly. In the current paper, our main interest is in examining how the different integration dimensions relate to our dependent variables. To this end, and in line with our theoretical framework, we analyse only four of the six policy strands (labour-market mobility (LMM), political participation (PP), access to nationality (NAT) and anti-discrimination (AD). In Table 2, we give the correlation matrix for our dependent variables, together with the MIPEX strands and the other contextual variables. The correlations between the MIPEX strands range from .34 to .75. The data shows significant correlations between different integration dimensions and economic threat perceptions, whereas only the total integration policy is related to cultural threat perceptions. 

Independent variables: control variables (contextual level)
We incorporate several contextual control variables that were previously identified as relevant predictors of group threat (Quillian, 1995; Meuleman et al., 2009; Semyonov et al., 2006; Schlueter and Davidov, 2013).

GDP per capita. In line with most existing research, we include the five-year average (2003–2008) for GDP per capita as a measurement of the economic conditions in the country, taken from Eurostat. 

Unemployment rate. A second assessment of the economic situation in a country is the five-year average of the unemployment rate (2003–2008), which we obtained from the International Labour Organization. 

Net Migration rate. Perceived group threat is higher in countries with larger immigrant groups, as this increases competition over resources (Schlueter and Davidov, 2013; Weber, 2015). In our analyses, we include a measurement that comprises the average of the annual net immigration rate between 2003 and 2008 (the year of the survey and the previous four years) using data from Eurostat. 

[Table 1 about here]

[Table 2 about here]

Independent variables: control variables (individual level)
It is primarily individual threat perceptions that are influenced by individual characteristics; however, these characteristics can also affect group-level threat (Quillian, 1995). In line with the logic of the RGCT, in general people who feel economically vulnerable will perceive greater threat from newcomers than other people will, as there is direct competition from newcomers (Semyonov et al., 2006). By comparison, higher educational attainment seems to relate to reduced cultural threat perceptions (Hainmueller and Hiscox, 2007).

Education. In this paper, we separate educational attainment into three categories: low (no education to primary education), middle (secondary education) and high (post-secondary education).

Employment status. We also account for employment status in three classifications: employed, unemployed and inactive.

In addition to these economic factors (or self-interest variables), we introduce several social factors, (Dustmann and Preston, 2007; Mayda, 2006; McLaren, 2003). Table 5 in the appendix shows the descriptive statistics for all the individual variables. 

Life satisfaction. One of the relevant social factors is feelings of frustration. This derives from the scapegoat theory of prejudice, which states that feelings of frustration can be projected onto newcomers (Quillian, 1995; Schlueter et al., 2013). We capture this by using a measurement of life satisfaction, as this has proved to relate negatively to threat perceptions. Respondents were asked whether they felt satisfied with their life or not on a ten-point scale. The more satisfied they were, the higher the score.

Religiosity. Religious involvement moderates between feelings of threat and anti-immigrant attitudes, as religious people feel less powerless and less individualistic (Billiet, 1995).

Political orientation.  We operationalized this measurement into belonging to the left, the centre, the right or having no opinion. The last category is included in order to reduce the – usually high – number of missing values for this question, but we do not substantially interpret the group of people with no opinion. 

Last, we also introduce some control variables: age (centred), gender and partnership status (having a partner or not). 

Methodology
Because we use a hierarchical dataset with variables on two levels in this paper (respondents nested in countries), multilevel analysis is an appropriate technique, as it takes into account and estimates correctly the complexity of the dataset (Hox, 2002). The software used was Stata 12 and we built the models in a stepwise fashion. The first stage is a null model, in order to calculate the interclass correlation coefficient. Subsequently, we enter the individual-level variables and in the following step, the country-level variables. 

All the data is weighted with the advised post-stratification weight [weight_g] provided by the EVS, which adjusts for the distribution of the age and gender of the population. Continuous variables are centred around their grand mean.

Results
Economic threat perceptions
In the null model (not shown), we see that perceptions of economic threat vary significantly across individuals (residual variance 6.89; p < .001) and across countries (variance of random intercept 1.12; p < .001). Because 14.3% of the variance is located at the country level, multilevel analysis is suitable (Hox, 2002). In the first full model (Model 1) we introduce the individual-level variables (see Table 3). As expected based on previous research, it is apparent that people with higher levels of education (secondary and post-secondary) have significantly lower economic threat perceptions than people who have only primary education. We also find that people who are unemployed display significantly higher economic threat perceptions. Additionally, people who are less satisfied with their life and who place themselves to the centre and right of the political scale display stronger feelings of economic threat. All the individual characteristics together explain a small percentage of the variance at the individual level (6%) and, due to composition effects, almost 20% of the variance at the country level.

Because we have few second-level units (27) (Meuleman and Billiet, 2009), we initially introduce the integration policies one by one, and as a robustness check we then introduce the variables in the final models, which controls for GDP per capita, unemployment rates and net migration rate (Table 3, Model 2 through to Model 6). The significant results remain robust after adding the control variables. Starting with the general MIPEX score, which is the composite indicator of all the different integration policies, we find that general integration policies do indeed relate significantly to feelings of economic threat (Model 2). The negative sign indicates that the more inclusive the integration policies are, the lower the feelings of economic threat that people have. This finding corroborates the policy-opinion circle hypothesis, but gives no evidence for the hypothesis based on the RGCT (H1). We then look at the different integration dimensions, starting with the legal-political dimension. In Model 4, we see that the strand ‘political participation’ significantly relates to economic threat perceptions. Individuals living in countries with more-inclusive political participation policies seem to display lower perceptions of economic threat. This finding supports our policy-opinion circle hypothesis (H2): that policies concerning the legal-political domain will decrease feelings of competition and therefore, also economic threat perceptions. The results for other two integration policies in the legal-political domain (access to nationality Model 5 and anti-discrimination law Model 6) are not significant, but are both negative. 

We assess socioeconomic integration policies with the labour market policy indicator. Model 3 shows that more-inclusive labour market policies are negatively associated with economic threat perceptions. This result corroborates our policy-opinion circle hypothesis and again gives no support for the contrasting RGCT hypothesis (H3). We predicted that more intense competition would lead to increased perceptions of economic threat, but it seems instead that inclusive labour market policies make residents see immigrants as possible contributors, and by consequence less of an economic threat, which is similar to the findings of Nagayashi and Hjerm (2015) and Careja and Andress (2013). 
Among the control variables, we find that GDP per capita and the net migration rate are significant. Therefore in countries with higher GDP, economic threat perceptions are significantly lower while in countries with higher immigration rates, economic threat perceptions are significantly higher. However, and contradictory to our expectations, higher unemployment rates do not contribute to perceptions of economic threat. These results also confirm recent critiques that the contextual variables hypothesized by the RGCT have mixed empirical evidence. 

In sum, for economic threat perceptions we tested two contrasting hypotheses concerning all the integration policies and the labour market policy and find only evidence for the policy-opinion circle framework and not for the RGCT hypotheses. With regard to the legal-political domain, we corroborated our policy-opinion circle hypotheses. Therefore, the data shows that more-inclusive policies, and in particular more-inclusive labour market policies and political participation policies also relate to – and decrease – economic threat perceptions.5

[Table 3 about here]

Cultural threat perceptions
We proceed with stepwise model building, in the same way that we did for economic threat perceptions. For the other dependent variable – cultural threat – the intra-class correlation coefficient is lower. Only 8.1% of the variance is found at the country level. Although this value is relatively small, it still allows for multilevel analyses (see Table 4 for the results). In the first model, we find that – as expected – people with higher levels of education show significantly lower perceived cultural threat. In contrast to economic threat, employment status is not significantly related to cultural threat. Additionally, we see that men, religious people, people who consider themselves as belonging to the centre or right political wing, and people who are less satisfied with their life, display greater cultural threat perceptions. All together, these individual variables explain a little of the variance at the individual level (almost 6%) and some at the country level due to composition effects (about 5%). 

[Table 4 about here]

Looking at Model 2, we find that the overall index of integration policies is not significantly related to cultural threat perceptions. Furthermore, models 3 to 6 reveal that none of the integration policy dimensions are significantly related to cultural threat perceptions. So in contrast to their effect on economic threat perceptions, integration policies are not related to cultural threat. Therefore, we cannot corroborate any of our hypotheses regarding the RGCT and the policy-opinion circle. However, this finding clearly illustrates the importance of disentangling economic and cultural threat perceptions. 

Among the control variables, we find a significant relationship for unemployment rate: specifically, in countries with higher rates of unemployment, people display lower cultural threat perceptions. We can explain this contra-intuitive finding by the fact that in countries with higher unemployment rates, people become less concerned about cultural threat given the more insecure economic conditions. Also in countries with higher immigration rates, significantly higher perceptions of cultural threat can be seen. Again, the contextual effects provide mixed evidence for the RGCT, as we find only one economic effect that is significantly related to cultural threat perceptions – the unemployment rate.

Discussion
The aim of this paper was to advocate a more fine-grained analysis of the relationship between integration policies and ethnic threat perceptions. Previous empirical research investigated this nexus by using mainly general conceptualizations of both integration policies and threat perceptions. We argue that by looking at different dimensions of integration policies and ethnic threat (namely economic and cultural threat) we can shed more light on the competing theoretical mechanisms that seem to underlie the policy-threat nexus. 

Using data for 27 European countries from the 2008 EVS and the 2007 MIPEX in a multilevel model, we find several interesting results. First, we hypothesized that different integration dimensions relate differently to economic and cultural threat. With regard to the legal-political integration dimensions (access to nationality, anti-discrimination laws and political participation), we posited that more-inclusive policies would lead to decreased economic and cultural threat perceptions. The results show that in countries with more-inclusive political participation, individuals indeed have lower perceived economic threat, whereas none of the integration dimensions are significantly associated with cultural threat perceptions. 

With regard to the socioeconomic integration dimension – measured by labour market mobility policies – we postulated two contrasting hypotheses for the relationship with economic threat. We find evidence for the policy-opinion cycle hypothesis, but not for the RGCT hypothesis. Specifically, in countries with more-inclusive labour market policies, individuals display lower economic threat perceptions. Second, we find no relationship between the investigated dimensions of integration policies and cultural threat. Third, and similar to other studies using a general integration index, the overall integration index is significantly associated with economic threat perceptions, showing that in countries with more-inclusive integration policies, inhabitants have lower perceptions of economic threat. However, looking in detail at the different dimensions that comprise the overall index, we see that the significant relationship derives from the fact that the total index is composed of labour market mobility and political participation. Using a general integration index can therefore produce misleading results.

Through this research, we make several contributions to the understanding of the policy-threat nexus. First, the different findings for economic and cultural threat perceptions show that different factors drive economic and cultural threat perceptions. Using aggregated dimensions of threat perceptions can therefore lead to the loss of potentially relevant information, and might lead to overgeneralizations about the relationship between integration policies and threat perceptions. Our results provide evidence that the concepts are theoretically and empirically different, which is also shown in the study by Ben-Nun Bloom and colleagues (2015). Economic threat perceptions are associated with labour-market policies and political participation, whereas cultural threat perceptions are not associated with the investigated integration policies. One explanation for this finding is that cultural threat seems to be a more enduring and stable feeling (Huddy and Sears, 1995) that is harder to change by policy interventions. Therefore, contextual factors underlie cultural threat perceptions to a lesser degree than is the case for economic threat perceptions, as the latter find their grounds in temporary contextual conditions. Further exploration, also on the cultural-religious integration dimension which is currently not available in MIPEX, should help understanding the contextual drivers of cultural threat.

Second, the results show no evidence that more-inclusive integration policies give rise to increased intergroup competition and consequently to greater economic threat perceptions. We find no support for any of the hypotheses based on the RGCT, but instead the results show that more-inclusive integration policies are significantly related to a reduction in economic threat perceptions. The RGCT framework is widely used to explain economic threat perceptions. However, our study fails to show that this mechanism also underlies the relationship between integration policies and cultural threat perceptions, whereas we do find that the policy-circle hypothesis explains why integration policies reduce economic threat perceptions. As this study is also correlational, we cannot empirically distinguish which exact mechanism – policy feedback theory or policy responsiveness – is at work. Nevertheless, the results show evidence of a virtuous circle, in which more-inclusive integration policies relate to lower threat perceptions, which in turn can lead to even more inclusive integration policies. The results show that there is an unstable dynamic between integration policies and public opinion, which can continuously influence each other and also become a vicious circle. Future research should try to disentangle this issue, using longitudinal or experimental data in order to confirm the direction of the effect or confirm the dialectic relationship. 

Third, distinguishing between the different sub-dimensions of integration policies, we find evidence that more-inclusive policies concerning political participation and labour-market mobility relate to lower economic threat perceptions. For the legal-political integration dimension, it seems that in particular political participation – rather than access to nationality or anti-discrimination laws – reduces economic threat perceptions. A possible explanation is that political participation has a highly symbolic value and is very apparent in the media discourse, which leads to a clear message about who can participate in terms of political power. By internalizing societal norms, the majority population will feel less threatened in their political power. With regard to the socioeconomic dimension, the findings might be explained by the fact that inclusive policies for the labour market imply that immigrants are framed as potential workers and therefore contributors to the national economy (Nagayoshi and Hjerm, 2015). Individuals accordingly then perceive immigrants as less of an economic threat. 

This paper is a first attempt to examine the effects of different sub-dimensions of integration policies on cultural and economic threat. Future research should continue to investigate the determinants of cultural threat perceptions, as well as how both economic and cultural threat perceptions fluctuate over time. We also limit our measurements of threat perceptions to cultural and economic aspects, but perceptions of crime and security or welfare threat could also relate to integration policies. It is clear that by not accounting for these threat perceptions, this study could overestimate the relationship between integration policies and economic and cultural threat perceptions. Future studies should elaborate further on the specific ethnic threat dimensions with adequate measurements. Another limitation of the current study is that the data unfortunately does not allow us to include cultural-religious integration dimensions and contact measurements6 in the analyses. We could expect that contact moderates the relationship between integration policies and threat perceptions. 

Despite the stated limitations, this paper contributes to the emerging literature about integration policies and the link with public opinion in a comparative perspective, by showing that more-inclusive integration policies and more particularly labour market and political participation policies are associated with reductions in economic threat perceptions.

Notes
1. With cosmpolitan views, the authors intend to define a more open, pro-outsiders and diverse view on the world that develops because of increased levels of education.
2. Most research to date – which is also true for this paper – has investigated ethnic threat at the collective level (Lancee and Pardos-Prado, 2013; Meuleman et al., 2009; Quillian, 1995; Semyonov et al., 2006). However, the issue of economic threat would be best measured at both the individual and collective level in order to achieve a good grasp of the possible mechanisms affecting perceiving out-groups as a threat on material resources. Due to the lack of correct measures for threat at the individual level we could not investigate both levels of economic threat in this paper.
3. We argue that the two other MIPEX strands (Long Term Residence and Family Reunion) who can also be classified in the legal-political dimension of integration policies are of less symbolic value for the majority population. Also empirical factor analyses showed that these two items load on two factors instead of one (results are available upon request to the authors). We therefore did not include these two legal-political strands in the final empirical analyses.
4. The use of a single indicator for each type of threat is suboptimal. Unfortunately EVS data does not have multiple indicators assessing economic and cultural threat. Using a multiple indicator which combines five threat dimensions gave similar results as when using the economic threat dimension (analyses upon request to the authors). This confirms the fact that using a multiple indicator often yields a common effect in which the effect of sub-dimensions cannot be distinguished. 
5. We tested whether these results remained robust by excluding in a first step a possible outlier Malta and in a second step Eastern European countries (CZ, PL, HU, SK, SI). The significant results remained and can thus be considered robust.
6. With contact measurements we mean measuring the quantity and/or quality of being in contact with individuals belonging to the outgroup, such as friends, colleagues, neighbours.
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics of the contextual variables.
	Country
	N
	economic
	cultural
	IP:Total
	IP: LMM
	IP: PP
	IP:NAT
	IP: AD
	GDP
	Unemp
	NMG

	AT
	1213
	6,667
	6,623
	39,22
	43,75
	32,50
	21,61
	39,98
	29480
	4.7
	4.28

	BE
	1202
	6,057
	5,894
	64,40
	52,71
	61,04
	68,57
	69,54
	27740
	7.74
	4.84

	CY
	884
	7,782
	6,834
	36,15
	20,83
	25,00
	31,96
	59,33
	22140
	4.36
	15.08

	CZ
	1431
	6,267
	5,426
	42,07
	54,79
	12,50
	33,39
	20,09
	18880
	6.6
	4.28

	DK
	1292
	3,102
	4,537
	50,92
	63,75
	66,25
	33,10
	41,67
	29160
	4.22
	2.46

	EE
	923
	6,278
	5,717
	43,30
	65,21
	28,13
	15,24
	18,15
	15300
	6.84
	-2.82

	FI
	974
	4,824
	3,997
	69,51
	71,04
	86,88
	54,29
	76,59
	27340
	7.96
	2.1

	FR
	1167
	4,896
	5,173
	54,02
	48,75
	43,54
	58,99
	74,45
	25500
	8.46
	2.02

	DE
	1713
	6,567
	6,031
	58,93
	76,88
	64,38
	52,02
	47,92
	27220
	9.68
	.42

	GR
	1247
	6,827
	5,672
	40,12
	44,58
	25,00
	18,27
	49,65
	21660
	9.1
	2.36

	HU
	1411
	7,542
	4,992
	47,20
	36,46
	33,33
	27,86
	75,35
	14780
	7.14
	1.72

	IE
	793
	6,946
	5,868
	52,32
	42,29
	78,75
	60,00
	54,51
	33400
	4.78
	14.04

	IT
	1269
	5,353
	4,923
	65,31
	68,96
	49,79
	64,64
	61,56
	24680
	7.06
	5.22

	LV
	888
	6,733
	5,676
	30,38
	27,29
	17,50
	15,89
	24,85
	12520
	8.14
	-5.92

	LT
	1119
	6,588
	5,403
	42,71
	46,25
	25,00
	19,82
	49,50
	13720
	6.98
	-8.84

	LU
	539
	5,013
	4,635
	51,94
	44,58
	76,04
	34,29
	46,53
	61900
	4.7
	12.46

	MT
	1371
	7,344
	7,758
	40,03
	48,13
	25,00
	25,54
	27,03
	18740
	6.7
	3.68

	NL
	1344
	5,324
	5,236
	70,78
	85,42
	79,38
	65,12
	67,51
	30940
	3.84
	-.36

	NO
	940
	4,276
	5,017
	67,22
	76,25
	93,75
	40,71
	59,42
	42500
	3.42
	5.9

	PL
	1313
	5,434
	4,351
	43,34
	45,42
	12,50
	35,00
	34,72
	12480
	13.5
	-.46

	PT
	1388
	6,398
	4,788
	76,44
	80,21
	68,96
	81,96
	83,78
	18480
	7.52
	1.5

	SK
	1156
	6,420
	4,542
	38,45
	20,83
	20,83
	38,57
	47,32
	15140
	13.78
	.08

	SI
	1024
	6,239
	5,563
	52,51
	44,38
	27,92
	32,68
	66,42
	20760
	5.56
	4.7

	ES
	1241
	5,952
	5,067
	61,72
	79,38
	55,83
	38,63
	48,66
	24340
	9.66
	14.32

	SE
	681
	4,109
	4,419
	84,70
	100,00
	75,00
	79,29
	87,70
	29140
	6.8
	4.66

	CH
	730
	5,147
	5,354
	42,99
	52,50
	58,13
	35,54
	30,61
	33280
	3.98
	7.16

	GB
	1519
	7,019
	6,485
	65,83
	55,42
	52,50
	75,24
	81,50
	28320
	5.14
	4.54

	Total
	30772
	6,040
	5,449
	53,24
	56,02
	46,63
	43,53
	53,75
	24093,1
	7,17
	3,26


Source: EVS, 2008-2009
IP :Integration Policies ; LMM : Labour Market Mobility ; PP : Political Participation ; NAT : Acquisition of Nationality ; AD : Anti-Discrimination Laws ; GDP: GDP per capita; Unemp: Unemployment rate; NMG: Net Migration Rate.
Table 2. Pearson correlations between the dependent variables and the contextual variables.
	
	Economic
	Cultural
	Unemp
	NMG
	GDP
	IP: Total
	IP: LMM
	IP: PP
	IP: NAT
	IP: AD

	Economic
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cultural
	0.672***
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Unemp 
	0.1469
	-0.2924
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NMG
	0.0048
	0.1407
	-0.3365
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	GDP
	-0.454*
	-0.1251
	-0.539**
	0.562**
	1
	
	
	
	
	

	IP: Total
	-0.469*
	-0.393*
	-0.1558
	0.1498
	0.3490
	1
	
	
	
	

	IP: LMM
	-0.551**
	-0.3278
	-0.1651
	-0.0077
	0.2475
	0.835***
	1
	
	
	

	IP: PP
	-0.556**
	-0.3394
	-0.427*
	0.3403
	0.714***
	0.776***
	0.652***
	1
	
	

	IP: NAT
	-0.2637
	-0.2335
	-0.0502
	0.2043
	0.2443
	0.854***
	0.5593
	0.6192
	1
	

	IP: AD
	-0.1281
	-0.2680
	-0.0975
	0.1470
	0.1672
	0.748***
	0.3385
	0.510**
	0.748***
	1

	N
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	27


Source: EVS, 2008-2009
IP :Integration Policies ; LMM : Labour Market Mobility ; PP : Political Participation ; NAT : Acquisition of Nationality ; AD : Anti-Discrimination Laws ; GDP: GDP per capita; Unemp: Unemployment rate; NMG: Net Migration Rate. * p >0.05 ; ** p > 0.01 ; *** p>0.001
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Table 3. Results of the multilevel regression model of Perceived Economic Threat.
	 
	Model 1
	Model 2
	Model 3
	Model 4
	Model 5
	Model 6

	 
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)

	FIXED EFFECTS Individual level
	 
	
	
	
	

	Intercept
	6.028*** (0.240)
	5.861*** (0.204)
	5.895*** (0.202)
	5.878*** (0.202)
	5.846*** (0.211)
	5.859*** (0.218)

	Female
	-0.026 (0.041)
	-0.025 (0.041)
	-0.025 (0.041)
	-0.025 (0.041)
	-0.025 (0.041)
	-0.025 (0.041)

	Age
	-0.000 (0.002)
	-0.000 (0.002)
	-0.000 (0.002)
	-0.000 (0.002)
	-0.000 (0.002)
	-0.000 (0.002)

	Partner
	-0.014 (0.056)
	-0.014 (0.056)
	-0.014 (0.056)
	-0.014 (0.056)
	-0.014 (0.056)
	-0.014 (0.056)

	Ed :Middle educ
	-0.391*** (0.089)
	-0.391*** (0.088)
	-0.391*** (0.088)
	-0.390*** (0.088)
	-0.390*** (0.089)
	-0.390*** (0.089)

	Ed :High educ
	-1.200*** (0.119)
	-1.200*** (0.119)
	-1.200*** (0.118)
	-1.199*** (0.119)
	-1.199***(0.119)
	-1.199***(0.119)

	Empl :Unemployed
	0.273** (0.103)
	0.273** (0.103)
	0.273** (0.103)
	0.273** (0.103)
	0.273** (0.103)
	0.273** (0.103)

	Empl :Inactive
	0.100 (0.053)
	0.100 (0.053)
	0.100 (0.053)
	0.100 (0.053)
	0.100 (0.053)
	0.100 (0.053)

	lifesatisfaction
	-0.134*** (0.012)
	-0.134*** (0.012)
	-0.134*** (0.012)
	-0.134*** (0.012)
	-0.134*** (0.012)
	-0.134*** (0.012)

	Religious
	0.127 (0.067)
	0.125 (0.067)
	0.124 (0.067)
	0.125 (0.067)
	0.126(0.067)
	0.126(0.067)

	Pol :Center
	0.460*** (0.105)
	0.461*** (0.105)
	0.460*** (0.105)
	0.461*** (0.105)
	0.461***(0.105)
	0.461***(0.105)

	Pol :Right
	0.446** (0.142)
	0.447** (0.142)
	0.446** (0.142)
	0.447** (0.142)
	0.447**(0.142)
	0.447**(0.142)

	Pol :No opinion
	0.785*** (0.161)
	0.785*** (0.161)
	0.785*** (0.161)
	0.785*** (0.161)
	0.785*** (0.161)
	0.785*** (0.161)

	FIXED EFFECTS Country level
	 
	
	
	
	

	IP : Total
	 
	-0.020* (0.008)
	
	
	
	

	IP : LMM
	
	               
	-0.019*** (0.005)
	
	
	

	IP : PP
	 
	               
	
	-0.014* (0.006)
	
	

	IP : NAT
	 
	               
	
	
	-0.007 (0.007)
	

	IP : AD
	
	               
	
	
	
	-0.003 (0.008)

	GDP (*1000)
	
	-0.057*** (0.013)
	-0.056*** (0.010)
	-0.044* (0.015)
	-0.065*** (0.015)
	-0.068*** (0.017)

	Unemployment Rate
	 
	-0.062 (0.069)
	-0.074 (0.070)
	-0.075 (0.068)
	-0.060 (0.069)
	-0.067 (0.070)

	Net migration Rate
	
	0.059** (0.021)
	0.048** (0.017)
	0.057* (0.024)
	0.065**(0.025)
	0.063* (0.025)


Table 3. (Continued).
	 
	Model 1
	Model 2
	Model 3
	Model 4
	Model 5
	Model 6

	 
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)

	RANDOM EFFECTS
	VC
	VC
	VC
	VC
	VC
	VC

	intercept ind level
	6,451***
	6,451***
	6,451***
	6.451***
	6.451***
	6.451***

	intercept country level
	0,902***
	0,559***
	0,499***
	0,570***
	0,607***
	0,623***

	R2 ind level
	0,050 
	0,050 
	0,050
	0,050
	0,050
	0,050

	R2 country level
	0,196 
	0,502 
	0,555
	0,492
	0,459
	0,444

	AIC
	144278 
	144273 
	144270
	144274
	144275
	144276

	BIC
	144403.10 
	144431.57 
	144428.54
	144432.10
	144433.81
	144434.53

	N
	30772 
	30772 
	30772
	30772
	30772
	30772


Source: EVS, 2008-2009. VC : Variance Components ; IP :Integration Policies ; LMM : Labour Market Mobility ; PP : Political Participation ; NAT : Acquisition of Nationality ; AD : Anti-Discrimination Laws . Reference categories : Male ; No partner ; Education : low education ; Employment : Employed ; Not religious ; Political orientation : Left. * p >0.05 ; ** p > 0.01 ; *** p>0.001



Table 4. Results of the multilevel regression model of Perceived Cultural Threat.
	
	Model 1
	Model 2
	Model 3
	Model 4
	Model 5
	Model 6

	
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)

	FIXED EFFECTS Individual level
	
	
	
	
	

	Intercept
	5.331***(0.238)
	5.215***(0.212)
	5.228*** (0.220)
	5.228*** (0.211)
	5.203*** (0.220)
	5.201*** (0.210)

	Female
	-0.151**(0.047)
	-0.151**(0.047)
	-0.151**(0.047)
	-0.151**(0.047)
	-0.151**(0.047)
	-0.151**(0.047)

	Age
	0.000(0.002)
	0.000(0.002)
	0.000(0.002)
	0.000(0.002)
	0.000(0.002)
	0.000(0.002) 

	Partner
	-0.020(0.045)
	-0.020(0.045)
	-0.020(0.045)
	-0.020(0.045)
	-0.020(0.045)
	-0.020(0.045)

	Ed :Middle educ
	-0.310**(0.118)
	-0.310**(0.118)
	-0.310**(0.118)
	-0.310**(0.118)
	-0.310**(0.118)
	-0.310**(0.118)

	Ed :High educ
	-1.116***(0.154)
	-1.116***(0.154)
	-1.115***(0.154)
	-1.115***(0.154)
	-1.115***(0.154)
	-1.116***(0.154)

	Empl :Unemployed
	0.116(0.077)
	0.117(0.077)
	0.117 (0.076)
	0.117 (0.077)
	0.117 (0.077)
	0.117 (0.077)

	Empl :Inactive
	0.017(0.054)
	0.018(0.054)
	0.018 (0.054)
	0.018 (0.054)
	0.018 (0.054)
	0.018 (0.054)

	lifesatisfaction
	-0.138***(0.014)
	-0.138***(0.014)
	-0.138***(0.014)
	-0.138***(0.014)
	-0.138***(0.014)
	-0.138***(0.014)

	Religious
	0.148*(0.071)
	0.147*(0.071)
	0.147*(0.071)
	0.148*(0.071)
	0.148*(0.071)
	0.148*(0.071)

	Pol :Center
	0.617***(0.100)
	0.617***(0.100)
	0.617***(0.100)
	0.617***(0.100)
	0.617***(0.100)
	0.617***(0.100)

	Pol :Right
	0.797***(0.154)
	0.796***(0.154)
	0.796***(0.154)
	0.797***(0.154)
	0.797***(0.154)
	0.796***(0.154)

	Pol :No opinion
	0.830***(0.141)
	0.829***(0.141)
	0.829***(0.141)
	0.829***(0.141)
	0.829***(0.141)
	0.829***(0.141)

	FIXED EFFECTS Country level
	
	
	
	
	

	IP : Total
	
	-0.016 (0.009)
	
	
	
	

	IP : LMM
	
	               
	-0.007 (0.006)
	
	
	

	IP : PP
	
	               
	
	-0.012 (0.007)
	
	

	IP : NAT
	
	               
	
	
	-0.006 (0.007)
	

	IP : AD
	
	               
	
	
	
	-0.010 (0.007)

	GDP (*1000)
	
	-0.027 (0.018)
	-0.031 (0.017)
	-0.015 (0.021)
	-0.032* (0.016)
	-0.033* (0.016)

	Unemployment Rate
	
	-0.162**(0.056)
	-0.168** (0.057)
	-0.172** (0.058)
	-0.160** (0.053)
	-0.166** (0.055)

	Net Migration Rate
	
	0.030* (0.014)
	0.027* (0.013)
	0.028* (0.014)
	0.035* (0.016)
	0.035* (0.016)




Table 4. (Continued)
	
	Model 1
	Model 2
	Model 3
	Model 4
	Model 5
	Model 6

	
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)
	b (se)

	RANDOM EFFECTS
	VC
	VC
	VC
	
	
	

	intercept ind level
	7,058
	7,058
	7,058
	7,058
	7,058
	7,058

	intercept country level 
	0,639
	0,443
	0,466
	0,444
	0,472
	0,446

	R2 ind level
	0,057
	0,057
	0,060
	0,060
	0,057
	0,057

	R2 country level
	0,051
	0,342
	0,308
	0,340
	0,299
	0,338

	AIC
	145751
	145750
	145751
	145750
	145751
	145750

	BIC
	145876.24
	145907.70
	145909.05
	145907.79
	145909.39
	145907.89

	N
	30454
	30454
	30454
	30454
	30454
	30454 


Source: EVS, 2008-2009. VC : Variance Components ; IP : Integration Policies ; LMM : Labour Market Mobility ; PP : Political Participation ; NAT : Acquisition of Nationality ; AD : Anti-Discrimination Laws . Reference categories : Male ; No partner ; Education : low education ; Employment : Employed ; Not religious ; Political orientation : Left. * p >0.05 ; ** p > 0.01 ; *** p>0.001


Do integration policies relate to economic and cultural threat perceptions? A comparative study in Europe.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 1. Correlations between cultural and economic threat across countries. (Pearson Correlation: 0.672, p < 0.000).
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Figure 2. Distribution of dependent variable economic threat across countries.
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Figure 3. Distribution of dependent variable cultural threat across countries.
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Appendix

Table 5. Descriptive Statistics of Individual Variables
	
	
	Frequencies
	Percentage

	Gender
	Male
	13,74
	44.65

	
	Female
	17,032
	55.35

	Partner
	Yes
	16,865
	54.81

	
	No
	13,907
	45.19

	Education
	Primary 
	4,283
	13.92

	
	Secondary
	18,003
	58.50

	
	Post-Secondary
	8,486
	27.58

	Employment status
	Employed
	16,388
	53.26

	
	Unemployed
	1,538
	5.00

	
	Inactive
	12,846
	41.75

	Religious
	Yes
	19,444
	63.19

	
	No
	11,328
	36.81

	Political orientation
	Left
	7,283
	23.67

	
	Center
	7,642
	24.83

	
	Right
	10,485
	34.07

	
	No opinion
	5,362
	17.42

	
	
	Mean (SD)
	Min-Max

	Age
	 
	49,186 (17,914)
	18-108

	Lifesatisfaction
	7,329 (2,063)
	1-10

	N
	
	30772


Source: EVS, 2008-2009





Figure 4.Bivariate Relation between Economic threat and Overal Mipex Score.
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Figure 5.Bivariate Relation between Cultural threat and Overal Mipex Score.
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