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In the wild, pygmy chimpanzees or bonobos occupy a limited geographic range on
the left bank of the Zaire river and no sympatric populations have been reported of
common chimpanzees and bonobos (Malenky er al. 1989). Several authors have clai-
med that sufficient genetic and anatomic distinctions exist to recognize a separaie spe-
cies status for the bonobo {Coolidge 1933, Vandebroeck 1939, Susman 1984). Compa-
risons of the behaviour of both species further reveal unique characteristics for each
chimpanzee (De Waal 1988, 1989, Patterson 1979, Savage-Rumbaugh and Wilkerson
1978, Savage-Rumbaugh er al. 1989). Copulations between the two species have been
reported in captivity (Savage-Rumbaugh and Wilkerson 1978). A few authors suggest
that the bonobo should be classified on a subspecific level within Pan troglodytes
(Schwarz 1934, Watson and Penny in press). This paper presents five cases of hibridi-
zation between the two species of Pan.
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The animals were studied briefly at the house of the family Rech. Three hybrids
were conceived by one bonobo male {Pan paniscus}, Congo, and two comman chim-
panzee females (Pan troglodytes), Julie and Clara. The bonobo male was probably born
in 1978 or 1979. The two chimpanzee females were probably born in 1979 or 1980 and
have had no other offspring but the hybrids., The male has been housed logether with
Zora, a common chimpanzee female of approximately the same age, since his first arri-
val at an estimated one year of age- but has never copulated with his familiar cage-
malte. In contrast, he mounted the two Pan froglodytes females, that were kept in the
adjacent cages, dorsally whenever accessible. These matings resulted in five pregnan-
cies (Table 1).

TABLE . - Hybrid pregnancies of chimpanzees,

Name Sex

1990 Abortus(+1) - Female Clara Congo
1990 Abortus(+*2) - = Julie congo
25-01-1991 Birth Blois Hale Julie Congo
05-12-199)1 Birth Tiblie Female Clara Congo
10-03-19%92 Birth Diana Female Julie Congo

(*1) foetus of approximately alx months old, abortus
wae apparently due to strese suffered during a storm.
(*2) embryo of approximately twe or three months old.

In comparison to common chimpanzecs, the hybrid infants have smaller and dark
ears, a darker and less prognathic face, pink lips and marked whiskers. The female
genitalia are larger and more ventrally oriented. In contrast to pygmy chimpanzees, the
one year old male has a wider chest and shows spotted skin pigmentation on the inner
side of the thighs. None of the infants has a webbed second and third toe. The hybrid
infants are being hand-raised in family conditions. Infants and adults are usually in res-
tricted auditory contact. The hybrids” vocalisations are being analysed sonographically
and, preliminary, characteristics of both species can be recognized. The owners note
that, in comparison to other common chimpanzees that were raised in the same family,
the one year old hybrid male behaves less aggressive, shows a marked preference for
water, and easily and often walks bipedaily. The three individuals are presently the
subject of case studies of the behavioural, genetic and vocal aspects of hybridization.

Acknowledgements. — We kindly thank the family Rech for their friendly hospitality. We
further wish to thank the Royal Zoological Society of Antwerp for the financial support of this
project.

Bibliography.

CooLIDGE, H.J., 1933, — Pan paniscus : pygmy chimpanzees from South of the Congo River,
Am. J. Phys. Anthropol., 18 (1) : 1-57.

MALENKY, R.K,, N. THOMPSON-HANDLER and R.L. SUSMAN, 1989, - Conservation status of Pan
paniscus. Pp. 362-368 in : Understanding chimpanzees. Ed, Heline P.G,



NOTES 669

PATTERSON, T., 1979. — The behavior of a group of captive pygmy chimpanzees {Pan paniscus).
Primaies, 20 : 341-354,

SavaGE-RUMBAUGH, S., M.A. Romski, W.D. Horkins and R. CLARK, 1989. — Symbol acquisition
and use by Pan iroglodytes, Pan paniscis and Homo sapiens, Pp. 266-295 in : Unders-
tanding chimpanzecs. Ed. Heline P.G.
SAVAGE-RUMBAUGH, S. and B.J. WILKERSON, 1978, — Sociosexual behavior in Pan paniscus and
Pan troglodytes : a comparative swdy. Journal of Human Evolution, 7 1 377-344.
Scnwargz, E., 1934, - On the local races of the chimpanzee. Ann. Mag, Nat. Hist. {London), 13
(Ser. 10) : 576-583.

SusMaN, R.L., 1984, - The pigmy chimpanzee. Plenum Press, New York,

VANDEBROEK, G., 1959. — Noles €cologiques sur les anthropoides Africains, A, Soc. R. Zool.
Belg., 89 : 203-211.

De WaaL, F.B.M., 1988, — The communicative repertoire of captive bonobos (Pan paniscus)
compared to that of chimpanzees. Behaviour, 106 : 183-251.

De WaaL, F.B.M., 1989, - Behavioral contrasts between Bonobo and Chimpanzee. Pp, 154-175,
in : Understanding chimpanzees. Ed. Heline P.G.

Watson, E.E. and D. PEnny, in press. — Homo genus : human's place in nature. In - Molecular
phylogenetics and sysiematics. Bd. Morris Goodman,



