Stories on Italy's Recent History: '68 Revisited by the Right and the Left-wing.

This paper will focus on the storytelling on Italy's '68 movement by different media (written publications such as novels and essays; visual media – films and documentaries; see: “Selected Works”).

The starting point of the present paper will be the analysis of Ferdinando Vicentini Orgnani's documentary Sessantotto. L'utopia della realtà (Istituto Luce, 2000-2006), based upon the script by journalist Adalberto Baldoni, which presents itself as an attempt to supply answers to the questions  raised by the so-called 1968 phenomenon in Italy within a transnational perspective. However, the large series of interviews with intellectuals, writers, and politicians known to the wider audience, seems to deny the makers’ interpretation of 1968 while stressing other aspects of storytelling. Moreover, the first appearance of (former) fascists in a similar document(ary) reenacted the polarisation which typifies the Italian context with the accusation of revisionism. Therefore, the paper will present an analysis of the discursive strategies of Vicentini Orgnani's dvd set (documentary, extra features, and book), its reception, its impact on the representation of 1968 in Italy. 

It will also offer a comparison with other recent representations of the Italian 1968, documentaries (Capanna), essays (Balestrini, Vattimo, Veneziani), (literary) testimonies (De Luca, Deotto), and films (such as The Best of Youth, The Fasciocommunist, Il grande sogno), which mainly privilege less known or marginal witnesses proposing to consider 1968 as “the never ending year”, the (symbolic) start of an un-going evolution in sociopolitical processes. In this way a balance can be made between the positive and negative consequences of Italy’s 1968 and its storytelling. 
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