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This double issue of Bulletin ET is completely devoted to the 2007 Conference 
Religion and the European Project: Theological Perspectives which was held in 
Leuven (Belgium) on September 13-16 and attended by about 300 theologians 
across the board of disciplines and other scholars from all over Europe and 
beyond. This issue opens with the lecture delivered by Cardinal Godfried 
Danneels, archbishop of Malines-Brussels and contains, in addition to the texts 
of all the keynote lectures, a selection of the many papers from the junior 
scholar’s conference and the concurrent paper sessions, and ends with a summa-
ry of one of the thematic sessions. The keynote lectures are printed in the order 
of presentation while for the papers an alphabetical order was chosen. A further 
selection will be published in the first issue of the next volume of Bulletin ET. 

* 
During the president’s word of welcome, Lieven Boeve aptly pinpointed the 
intellectual background and the critical task of this conference in the following 
way: “It is our task here, I presume, to enquire how a reflection, and which kind 
of reflection, on the Christian roots of Europe and the present place and role of 
Christianity in European culture and society may contribute to the European 
project of unity in difference. But how to engage in such a reflection? How to 
come to a Christian voice, or voices, in Europe today? For, what is the religious 
situation of Europe? How to analyse it, and the place of Christianity in it? How 
to read in present-day Europe the signs of the times? And how to communicate 
what Christianity has on offer for a continent, which has become the playground 
for several religions and fundamental life views? At this conference we therefore 
aim to discuss the relation between the identity of Europe and its Christian 
heritage, the contribution Christianity, together with other religions, can make to 
the European project (including the relation between the state, politics and 
religion, and the role of Europe in today’s world), the position of Christianity in 
a changing European religious landscape, and the challenge of growing inter-
religious contacts for both Christian and European self-understanding. We 
intend to engage with all these topics from an ecumenical and interdisciplinary 
perspective and hope thereby to contribute to a stronger presence of theologians 
in the ongoing debate about Europe, its identity, its role, and its future”. 
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The first text is by Cardinal Godfried Danneels and focuses on the components 
of a European Gesinning in order to bring about a supplément d’âme needed to 
solve the problem of unity in diversity. The following text of the keynote lecture 
by Ursula King offers both a wealth of information on the current multifaith 
realities of contemporary Europe and builds on that to propose the much needed 
dialogue as a transformative process, while pointing to the risks and promises for 
theology springing from such a dialogical imperative. In a brief but both histori-
cally and philosophically probing contribution, Paul Valadier returns to the 
ideological polemics with regard to mentioning the Christian heritage in the 
preamble of the so-called European Constitution. Looking for the understanding 
and the ethical challenge posed by Europe’s recent and contemporary ‘hetero-
topias’, Hans-Joachim Sander investigates the dialectics of secularity and 
plurality and comes to the conclusion that with regard to the signs of the times, a 
transformation can be discerned from a ‘who-identity’ towards a ‘where-
identity” highlighting the significance of locality. The final keynote contribution 
is a kind of diptych of which the first part is delivered by Felice Dassetto. He 
demonstrates how the growing visibility of Islam in Europe is an emerging 
process that must be understood and responded to not through simplistic 
categories such as that of pluralism, but through accepting the challenge of 
reciprocal co-inclusion. The second part, a response by Emilio Platti, points out 
some of the more problematic elements in the rise of a European Islam and ends, 
at least for the short term, in a less optimistic way. 

Next to the texts of the keynote lectures, eleven articles form the second part 
of this volume. Peter Admirand raises the problems of a viable theodicy in light 
of the challenges posed by witness testimonies of mass atrocity and concludes 
that, although fractured, a theodic position is still tenable. Pierre de Cointet 
reviews part of European history on the topic of theologies of hope and points to 
the contribution of the experience of the ‘dark night’ in order to develop a 
theology of hope in the midst of darkness. Colette Colfer describes processes of 
Islam’s assimilation and adaptation in Ireland which at the same time bring to 
the fore the uniqueness of Muslims in Ireland and the need for further research 
on critical topics such as the experiences of women and the attitudes of Irish 
society towards Islam. Gregory Dawes deepens the so-called debate on faith and 
reason in Christianity and Islam by researching the position of al-Ghazali and his 
work “The Deliverance from Error” concluding that the maybe popular view on 
faith and reason being two sources needs to be critically revised. Joseph 
Grzywaczewski offers an eye-opening account of the history of Christianity in 
Poland, including the long periods of diversity and tolerance but also recounting 
the crisis of plurality and how the Polish connection between nationality and 
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religion developed. Kristien Justaert tackles the difficulties attached to any 
discussion of identity and difference by her analysis of the position taken by 
Julia Kristeva on freedom as an inner empty space allowing a regeneration of the 
European subject. David Kirchhoffer applies what he indicates as ‘the 
component dimensions of dignity’ model to assess the way Pope Benedict XVI 
understands human dignity and comes to the conclusion that this is a great asset 
for the European project. Martin Kirschner substantiates what he sees as the 
central ecclesiological challenges from an analysis of the place and meaning of 
the Church in the European Union and offers a plea for the category of 
testimony. Avgustin Lah questions the anthropology of science and its appli-
cations in for example ICT and consumer culture, and outlines how a dialogical 
Christian approach can deal with these ambivalences. Annemarie Mayer brings 
to life the extraordinary person and work of Raymond Lull and his lasting 
significance for any interreligious dialogue, which does not avoid hard questions 
but at the same time aims at the logic and practice of tolerance. Jacques 
Vermeylen extensively charts and critically discusses what he perceives as the 
three strands or logics of Western Christianity: temple, market and gospel; he 
suggests that only by an attentive listening to the message of the gospel, Catholi-
cism can have a future. Added to these eleven paper contributions, at the end of 
this issue a report is added on the colloquium in which Bert Roebben, Michael 
Howlett, Stephan van Erp and Erik Borgman explored the practice and the 
interpretations of the interface between technology and theology. 

* 
With this double issue, the mandate given by the European Society for Catholic 
Theology to the ‘Belgian Praesidium’ comes to an end. The changes in structure 
and modus operandi approved by the General Assembly at the end of the 2007 
Conference hold the promise of a vibrant and truly European, academic and 
Catholic society ready to deal with the various challenges at the end of the first 
decade of the 21st century - and beyond.  
 
 

On behalf of my co-editors,  
Jan Jans, Editor-in-chief 


