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At the Quadrennial Meeting in London the ISOH Execu-
tive Committee confirmed the way our journal should 
develop. Karl Lennartz and I are very pleased about 
this and we can promise that we will do our very best 
not only to maintain, but to further develop the high 
 standard, which also including publication in colour.

The title image taken by new ISOH board member 
Philip Barker, was kind enough to let us use, shows that 
we are still feeling the effects of the wonderful  London 
Olympic Games. Through his reminiscences he permits 
us to relive some spectacular experiences.

Since the next Olympic celebration – 2014 in  Sochi– is 
already on the horizon, we direct our attention now to 
a greater extent towards winter sports. Roland  Renson 
and Thomas Ameye, who received the Ian Buchanan 
memorial scholarship in 2010, studied the former IOC 
President Count de Baillet-Latour, whose  relationship 
with the Winter Games was similarly  ambivalent to that 
of Avery Brundage, one of his  successors.

In addition, Richard Baka extends our field of vision by 
presenting the winter sports nation of Australia, whose 
representatives first won a medal in 1994 and who can 
point to five Olympic victories since then.

Lev Kofman writes about the 1998 World Youth Games 
in Moscow, for whose success he was  res ponsible as 
 Executive Director and which were the  forerunners of 

today’s Youth Olympic Games. Brian  Carberry goes on 
the trail of athletes with an extra ordinary  ”Olympic 
Cycle“, and Robert K. Barney pays tribute to John 
Hanbury- Williams, the architect of  Canada’s  National 
Olympic Committee, who was the first Canadian to 
 enter the IOC.

Our plan to publish as many short contributions as 
possible is also followed in this edition. Two articles are 
dedicated to Jewish athletes who lost their lives through 
terrorism or tyranny. František Kolář  definitively  clarifies 
the question whether his Czech compatriots were 
 allowed to use their own flag at the 1912 Games, and 
Karl Lennartz and Jürgen Buschmann take the occasion 
of the 50th anniversary of the death of Carl Diem to recall 
a German sporting leader and teacher, as deserving of 
praise as he was controversial.

In this edition we again continue the biographies of 
IOC Members, with part 12. The co-author of the series 
was our Swedish friend Wolf Lyberg, who left us this 
summer. 

Ove Karlsson remembers Wolf in a special tribute to his 
memory. In addition we remember deceased Olympic 
medallists, publish letters to the editor and offer some 
book reviews.

All in all a mixture which we hope will satisfy the 
many interests of our readers. �

Welcome to the issue

Volker Kluge
EDITOR
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Greetings from your new president. I would like to give 
a brief introduction to my involvement in the Olympic 
Movement. As a boy I attended my first Olympic Games 
in Rome in 1960. When the 1984 Olympics were award-
ed to my hometown of Los Angeles, I wanted to read a 
book that combined the results of all events since 1896, 
 descriptions of the competitions and lively anecdotes 
about the athletes who have taken part in the Games. 
Such a book did not exist in English, so I spent 2 ½  years 
writing it myself. I have also worked as a radio and 
 television commentator at every Olympics since 1988. In 
December 1991, I attended the founding meeting of the 
International Society of Olympic Historians. I later spent 
eight years as Treasurer and eight years as Vice- President.

On 25 July 2012, ISOH held a general meeting at  Lincoln’s 
Inn in London. At this meeting, Karl Lennartz handed 
over the ISOH Presidency to me, along with the  Beijing 
torch, which the IOC donated to our organization as the 
symbol of the presidency. After a splendid lunch in The 
Great Hall, the new Executive Committee held its first 
meeting. Because ISOH has grown significantly – we 
now have 462 members in 51 countries – it was  de cided 
to  begin holding annual meetings of the Executive 
Committee. The first such meeting will be held in the 

 village of Maussane-les-Alpilles in France (my home) 
in May 2013. ISOH members who are not part of the 
 Executive Committee are encouraged to join us for non- 
administrative activities, such as sitting in cafés and 
 exchanging anecdotes. Subsequent meetings will be 
held in Sochi, Russia, (along with a general meeting)
in February 2014 and in Santa Monica, California, in 
May 2015.

On October 9-10, Secretary-General Tony Bijkerk, 
 Treasurer John Grasso and I attended a series of meetings 
in Lausanne. We met with IOC President  Jacques Rogge; 
Francis Gabet, the director of the Olympic  Museum;  Maria 
Bogner, the head of the Olympic Studies Centre (OSC) and 
other members of the OSC. As a result of these meetings, 
we agreed that ISOH would collaborate with the  Olympic 
Museum on their “Words of  Olympians” oral history 
 project and in the creation of the IOC’s version of a data-
base of complete Olympic results.

On a negative note, the Director General of the IOC, 
Christophe de Kepper, informed us that ISOH will be 
one of the organizations that will no longer be allowed 
to use the Olympic Rings in its logo. He indicated that 
this was a decision made at the request of IOC “stake-
holders” (sponsors). We have appealed the decision. �

Message from 
the President

David Wallechinsky
ISOH PRESIDENT
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Elsewhere in the Journal you will find my report on the 
Quadrennial meeting held a in Central London and 
 attended by 39 members and guests. At the lunch in the 
beautiful dining hall of Lincoln's Inn, we were delighted 
that Dick Pound was able to join us from the IOC Session.

I offer my apologies for the incorrect information 
about the address  which appeared in the Journal. This 
was supplied in good faith from the venue but evidently 
included a typographical error and the wrong post code. 
Fortunately most of our members did arrive in time for 
the meeting.

Afterwards, many of our membership stayed in 
 London to watch the Olympic Games. 

So did I, and I enjoyed them immensely. Both the 
Opening and Closing Ceremony were great and  typical 
British. Personally, like many around me, I found the 
scene with Mr. Bean (Rowan Atkinson) with a poker face, 
and hammering on a keyboard with one finger, the 
most hilarious moment in that evening. 

However, it should be said that once again, the entry 
of the teams took much too long. Anyway, the Games 
itself were fantastic.

As you can see from the ISOH membership information. 
we have gained quite a few members and now number 
462 in total. 

There was some sad news to come a day after the 
Closing Ceremony. We heard that our good friend and  
honorary member Wolf Lyberg had passed away in a 
hospital in Stockholm. He had a fall in his apartment on 
Valhallavägen 112 on July 20, and sustained such injuries 
that he was taken to a hospital. He recovered a bit and 
“celebrated” his 95th birthday in the hospital on July 24. 
He never fully recovered and passed away on August 13.

The funeral ceremony was held on September 21, 
2012 in Stockholm. The International Society of Olympic 
 Historians was represented by Ove Karlsson, who also 
took care of a wreath on behalf of our Society. He will 
be remembered by all who knew and appreciated him.

On November 3 and 4, President David Wallechinsky
and I visited Moscow to present two of our Russian 
members with the Vikelas Plaque 2012. The  decision 
about these awards had been decided upon at a 
 previous Executive Committee meeting held in Sankt 
Augustin last December. �

Message from the 
Secretary-General

Anthony Th. Bijkerk
ISOH SECRETARY-GENERAL
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The meeting was attended by 34 members and five 
guests. See: www.isoh.org.

1. At 10:05 the Secretary-General Tony Bijkerk requested 
all attendees to rise for the Olympic Hymn;

2. Opening of the Meeting: ISOH President Dr. Karl 
 Lennartz officially opened the meeting with a word of 
welcome;

3. In Memoriam: those present  were asked to rise to re-
member members who had passed away since the ISOH 
gathering in 2008. These members were: Ben Weider 
(CAN; 1924-2008); David Bressler (USA/ISR; 1927-2008); 
John Rodda (GBR; 1930-2009); Dr. David R. Marsh 
(AUS; 1949-2009); Stephen Brent Parry (GBR; 1943-
2009); Dr. Gene  Sutton (CAN; 1944-2009); Juan Antonio 
 Samaranch,  Marqués de Samaranch; Seventh President 
of the IOC and  Honorary member of the ISOH (ESP; 1920-
2010); Scott S.  Davis (USA; 1943-2010); Bud Greenspan 
(USA; 1926-2010;  recipient of the Vikelas Plaque in 2010); 
C. Robert Paul (USA; 1917-2011; recipient of the  Vikelas 

Plaque in 2010); Dr. Frances Burns (GBR; 1932-2011); 
Dr. Paul Yogi Mayer (GBR; 1912-2011); Dr. Nikolai 
 Pechersky (RUS; 1922-2011); Esmail Kadkhodazadeh 
(IRI; 1939-2011); and Dr. Donald W.J. Anthony (GBR; 
1928-2012; member of the Executive Committee from 
2008 until his death).

4. Apologies for absence were received from the  Swedish 
members Ove Karlsson and Leif Yttergren and from Ian 
Jobling from Australia.

5. The minutes from the Quadrennial Meeting held 
in Beijing, China, on August 9, 2008 (see: JOH, Vol. 16, 
No.3, Dec. 2008) were approved unanimously.

6. The ISOH President reported about his activities over 
the past four years:
• As President, but also personally, I was have had 
a good cooperation with members of the ISOH and in 
particular with the Executive Committee. Above all, 
I want to mention Tony Bijkerk, about whom I  wrote 
in my Message in the Journal of Olympic History, 

Report of the ISOH Quadrennial Meeting 
on July 25 at Lincoln’s Inn in London
By Anthony Th. Bijkerk
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 Volume 20, number 2: “Without the assistance of good 
 Secretaries-General, this could not have been pos-
sible.” And Tony was one of the best, he personified 
the ISOH. Almost every day we spoke to each other on 
an almost daily basis by telephone and the harmony 
 between us was excellent.
• The Executive Committee had three meetings in this 
period: a) after the Quadrennial Meeting 2008 in 
 Beijing; b) during the Olympic Congress in Copenhagen 
in 2009; and c) before the ISOH Symposium “Twenty 
 Years ISOH” in Sankt Augustin in December 2011.
• The ISOH Award for lifetime dedication was pre sented 
to: Allan Guttmann (USA) and Bob Barney (CAN/USA) 
in 2009; Monique Berlioux (FRA) in 2010; Ove Karlsson 
(SWE) in 2011 and to Manfred Lämmer (GER) in 2012.
• The Vikelas Plaque was presented to Bud  Greenspan, 
C. Robert Paul, Harold “Rusty” Wilson (all USA) in 2009; 
Thierry Terret, André Drevon, Eric Lahmy (all FRA) in 
2010; Åge Dalby, Arild Åge Gjerde (both NOR) in 2011; 
Dr. Vladimir Rodichenko and Dr. Oleg Milshteyn (both 
RUS) and Dongguang “Donnie“ Pei (CHN) in 2012.
•  Honorary Membership was presented to IOC President, 
Count Jacques Rogge in 2009; Ture Widlund (Founder 
member, SWE) and Dr. Karl Lennartz (GER) in 2011.
•  Tony Bijkerk and I were invited to the Games in 
 Beijing, Vancouver and London as IOC Guests. This 
gave us an opportunity to discuss ISOH's work with IOC 
Members and other sporting officials including those 
from International Federations and National Olympic 
 Committees. We were also able to recruit new members 
for our Society.
• As a Member of the IOC Commission for Culture and 

 Olympic Education, I attended the meetings in Seoul 
(2008), Lausanne (2009),Durban (2010) and in Lausanne 
(2011).
• During the 13th IOC Congress in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
we presented IOC President with Honorary Membership 
of the ISOH, and also with a Special Issue of the  Journal 
of Olympic History. The IOC had given us permission to 
distribute this “Special Issue” with the best articles from 
the 18 years of the existence of the Journal of  Olympic 
History to the participants of the Congress. The  President 
was so impressed by the quality of this Special Issue 
that he gave the ISOH the opportunity to increase the 
print run of the Journal in much larger numbers, which 
could then be circulated to all IOC Members, all National 
 Olympic Committees and all International Federations.
• We worked closely together with several sports- 
historical organizations; and I also attended  multiple 
seminars and congresses with sports-historical and 
 Olympic themes in many countries. I was often able to 
speak and  make them aware of the work of the ISOH.
• I was in regular contact with a number of  members 
by letter or telephone and thus able to answer a 
number of questions. On several occasions members 
also visited me at home. Throughout my presidency, I 
made it a tradition to send birthday greetings to those 
members for whom I had a date of birth. It seems that 
many  appreciated this gesture for I received a number 
of  replies, in particular from Monique Berlioux and 
 Geoffroy de  Navacelle de Coubertin.      
• When Dr. Stephan Wassong, editor of the Journal of 
 Olympic History over the last eight years suddenly 
 resigned from this position in January 2012, we were 

Good work: the old 

committee said  

 fare well in London 

with honours. 
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very lucky that Volker Kluge, member of the Executive 
 Committee, was willing to take over this important job. 
Since then we have issued two new issues, the last one 
even with full colour photographs! However, we thank 
Stephan Wassong for his marvellous work over the past 
eight years, during which we reached new highlights in 
our publishing.

7. The Secretary-General reported on membership 
numbers over the past four years 2008-2012. When 
he made his report in 2008 at the Games in Beijing, 
ISOH had 6 honorary members; 337 regular members; 
38 patron members and 9 student members, making a 
round figure of 390 members. The current membership 
consists of 7 honorary members; 383 regular members; 
38 patron members and 23 student members;  making 
a total of 451 members; which means an increase of 
15,5 percent.

There is more to say: ISOH is still not strongly repre-
sented in many countries in Asia and has, for instance 
no membership in important countries like Indonesia; 
Pakistan, nor in North or South Korea; Kuwait;  Lebanon; 
Mongolia; Myanmar; Thailand; the  Philippines; and 
Vietnam. The same could be said for the continent 
of South America, where there is no representation 
in   Bolivia; Chile; Costa Rica; Guatemala; Nicaragua; 
Panama; Peru; Suriname; Uruguay and Venezuela. The 
continent of Africa is only represented by two members 
in South Africa; and there are still no members of ISOH 

in Algeria; Ethiopia; Egypt; Ghana; Kenya; Morocco; 
 Namibia, Nigeria or Tunisia among our membership.

In Europe the ISOH is still not represented in the small 
countries like Liechtenstein; Lithuania and Malta.

There is therefore a lot of recruitment to be done and 
we ask any member with contacts in those territories 
to do their utmost to try and help encourage people to 
join us.

There is one negative point to be discussed. In the 
past four years we had to delete no fewer than 21 
regular and 2 student members for neglecting to pay 
the yearly subscription in time, in spite of being re-
minded time and again by both the Treasurer and the 
Secretary-General to pay. Instead of the period of two 
years, mentioned in our Constitution, we already gave 
these members three years grace to put things right, but 
nothing helped.

What else happened in the period 2008-2012?
In my last report to the Quadrennial meeting in  Beijing 

in 2008, I mentioned that the ISOH had received an 
 invitation from the IOC to take a look at the historical 
contents of the IOC website; report on mistakes, and 
suggest possible corrections. For three months, we, ISOH 
President Karl Lennartz and I, worked on this project 
 together and compiled a long report.

When this report had been submitted, the next  issue 
to be advised on was on the rather “controversial 
 question”: the programme and the results of the 1900 
Olympic Games in Paris.

The venerable 

 Lincoln’s Inn was a 

worthy location for 

the ISOH Quadrennial 

Meeting, attended 

by 34 members. 

Front: the well-known 

 British journalist and 

author David Miller; 

behind Kostas 

 Georgiadis, Honorary 

Dean of the Inter-

national Olympic 

Academy.
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A small ISOH commission, consisting of Karl  Lennartz, 
Volker Kluge and myself came together; studied the 
subject extensively and then wrote a report for the ISOH. 
In 2008, we also submitted this report to the IOC.  Until 
now, we have had no response from the IOC on any 
of these matters; neither about the first and neither 
about the second report, while the website remains 
 unchanged and no answer came back about our sug-
gestions in relation to the 1900 Olympic Games.

With regard to the various awards from our  Society, I 
may refer to the Report of our President Dr. Karl  Lennartz.

Finally, it was again rewarding to note that over the 
past years, the ISOH has made an even better name for 
itself in the international media. Most of the media 
have found our website as a source for information and 
we need to thank our webmaster Jeroen Heijmans for 
trying to regularly update the information!

Over the past four years, with a culmination in 
both the last months in 2009/early month 2010, and 
 especially the early months of this year 2012, I received 
numerous requests from the media in many coun-
tries, both from Europe, North America, Australia and 
Asia, asking for information about certain issues, or for 
 interviews with representatives from the ISOH, about 
matters pertaining to the history of the Olympic Games 
with emphasis on the Vancouver and London Olympic 
Games; either those in 1948 or in 2012.

I seldom tried to answer these requests myself; and 
most times referred the requests to different ISOH 
 members like David Wallechinsky (who was often re-
quested for by name); Bill Mallon, Peter Lovesey. Matt 
and Martin Rogan, and Philip Barker. This went well 
most of the time, but as you all know “One idiot can ask 
more questions than ten professors can answer”!

8. Report by the Secretary-General about the elections 
for the new Executive Committee over the period 2012-
2016  (see the Journal of Olympic History, Volume 20, 
Number 2);

9. Report by the Treasurer about the financial situation 
over the past four years 2008-2012. During the  period 
from January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2011, the ISOH bank 
account has grown from $79, 246.46 to $86,039.83, an 
8.6% increase. Of that amount, slightly more than 
$35,000 is invested in a certificate of deposit which 
earns interest at a rate that seems to be declining each 
year. The CD was established by investing funds received 
for lifetime membership fees. We now have 90 regular 
lifetime members and 6 patron lifetime members - 
about 20% of our members.
Further information: www.isoh.org.

10. Report by the Editor of the Journal of Olympic  His tory: 
see www.isoh.org.

11. Planning for the period 2012 – 2016; will be explained 
later by the new ISOH President David Wallechinsky.

12. Any other business: see www.isoh.org.

13. Presentation of the Vikelas Plaque 2012: As stated in 
the Report of the President over the period 2008 to 2012, 
the Vikelas Plaque 2012 was or will be presented in 2012 
to: Dr. Vladimir Rodichenko and Dr. Oleg Milshteyn (both 
RUS) and Dongguang “Donnie“ Pei (CHN). The presenta-
tion to both Russian ISOH members will probably take 
place this fall in Moscow; while the Vikelas Plaque for 
Donnie Pei was mailed by the Secretary-General (by 
registered mail) to Pei in Beijing.

14. Handing over of the ISOH Presidency from Dr. Karl 
Lennartz to David Wallechinsky. Karl Lennartz handed 
over the Olympic torch from Beijing 2008, which ISOH 
had received from Dick Pound, on behalf of the IOC, as 
token of the ISOH Presidency.

David Wallechinsky accepted the torch and thus took 
over the ISOH Presidency from Karl Lennartz. 

David Wallechinsky then expressed his gratitude for 
the valuable work Karl Lennartz had done over the past 
eight years and introduced himself to the audience. He 
expressed the explicit wish to resume the relations with 
the IOC.

15. Closure of the meeting by ISOH President David 
 Wallechinsky.

After the Quadrennial Meeting, there was a lunch of-
fered by the ISOH in the beautiful dining hall of Lincoln’s 
Inn, which was also attended by Dick Pound, member 
of the Executive Committee on behalf of the IOC, and 
Dr. Ian Jobling (AUS). �

David Wallechinsky 

will lead the ISOH over 

the next four years. 

At the time of going 

to press of this edition 

462 Members in 51 

countries belonged 

to the ISOH.
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“Be not Afeard, the Isle is full of noises.” Those words 
from Shakespeare’s play The Tempest set the tone for the 
entire London Games.

The lighting of the Olympic flame was the grand  finale 
to a day which had begun with the ringing of bells 
throughout the country, a theme which reappeared as 
Tour de France winner Bradley Wiggins tolled a giant 
bell in the stadium to begin the Opening Ceremony.

Earlier in the day the flame had been transported 
along the River Thames from Hampton Court Palace. It 
was carried by the Royal Row barge “Gloriana” crewed 
by eminent British oarsmen and women. It arrived at 
Tower Bridge which had been built in 1894, the year 
the decision was made to revive the Olympic Games. 
The flame was taken ashore by Amber Charles, who 
as a teenage schoolgirl had taken London’s original 
 candidate file to Lausanne. City Hall, where the ceremo-
nial Olympic flag had been kept since 2008, was a fitting 
place for the flame to rest before the evening  ceremony. 
Across the river, the London 2012 medals were kept in 
the Tower of London.

 The third London Olympic Opening Ceremony were 
very different to those held in 1908 and 1948. These had 

both been held in the afternoon. They were the first of 
the three to be held in the evening, following a con-
vention established in 1992. They were opened by the 
Queen who became the first head of state to perform 
the opening at two Olympic Games.1

The Queen also delighted the crowd by appearing and 
speaking in a short film alongside the secret agent 007 
James Bond, played by actor Daniel Craig. 2  The show 
was devised by a team led by film director Danny Boyle 
and told the story of the transformation of England’s 
“Green and Pleasant land” by the industrial revolu-
tion. It included references to football and cricket and 
featured a tribute to the National Health Service, which 
began operation in London’s last Olympic year of 1948.

Unlike recent previous Games, spectators were not 
presented with an “audience kit”. Instead an audi-
ence pixel screen made up of all the seats in the  stadium 
flashed colours during different segments of the 
 ceremony.

“This is for everyone is the theme of the Opening 
 Ceremony, a celebration of the creativity, exuberance 
and above all the generosity of the British people”, said 
Boyle.3  

Happy and Glorious – 
London’s Olympic Ceremonies in 2012 
By Philip Barker  

The Olympic flame is 

transported up the 

Thames by the Royal 

Rowbarge “Gloriana” 

on the day of the 2012 

Opening Ceremony.
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Flag bearers included two of the stars of the Games in 
Usain Bolt and Sir Chris Hoy, a popular choice to lead the 
host nation into the stadium.

London 2012 had a first amongst the ceremonial. 
 Following the example of the Youth Olympic Games, the 
IOC decided that for the first time at the Olympic Games, 
there would be an oath for coaches. It was spoken by 
canoeing coach Eric Farrell.4

“In the name of all the coaches and other members 
of the athlete’s entourage, I promise that we shall 
commit ourselves to ensuring that the spirit of sports
manship and fair play is fully adhered to and upheld 
in accordance with the fundamental principles of 
 Olympism.”
The athletes oath was taken by Sarah Stevenson 

 (taekwondo) and boxing official Mik Basi spoke on 
 behalf of the referees and judges. 

By this time the flame had already begun its journey 
up the Thames by speed boat. David Beckham appeared 
to be driving the boat but the torch itself was carried 
by 17 year old Arsenal Ladies footballer Jade Bailey. Five 
time Rowing gold medallist Sir Steve Redgrave met the 
boat as it docked and carried the flame into the stadi-
um.It was the second time he had done so in the 2012 
relay. He had been been a torchbearer in an eight which 
took the flame from the National River and Rowing 
 Museum to the Leander Club at Henley.5 

When he arrived inside the stadium, he was received 
by seven young athletes, each nominated by an Olympic 
Champion.6 This was meant to reflect the philosophy of 
the London 2012 Games, “Inspire a Generation”.

In order to keep the secret, media information re-
ferred only to “the final torchbearer”.7

The cauldron was described as “one of the most 
 closely guarded secrets of the whole ceremony.”8 It was 
designed by Thomas Heatherwick and constructed in a 
very unusual way.

“When the competing nations arrived in London they 
were each given a copper petal inscribed with the 
name of their country and the words XXX Olympiad, 
London 2012. They carried these petals during the ath
letes parade before laying them down.” 9

The petals were formed into a cauldron which rose 
from the ground as the seven young athletes lowered 
their torches. They all wore dark tracksuits trimmed with 
gold, a contrast to those worn by all other runners in the 
relay. It was the first time since 1952 that those lighting 
the cauldron had worn other than predominantly white 
costumes at the Summer Games.

The philosophy of the cauldron was explained by 
 LOCOG: “At the end of the Games, each team will take 
their petal home and the cauldron will cease to exist 
like a flower that only blooms for the duration of the 
 competition.” 10

In the days which followed, the cauldron was  re- 

positioned. The relighting was performed by Austin 
Playfoot who had been a torchbearer in both 1948 and 
2012.11

Spectacular and innovative though the cauldron was, 
many were unhappy that it was not visible from outside 
the stadium. 

The Games came to a close with another extravaganza 
billed as “A Symphony of British music”, but there were 
some who felt the Olympic ritual was marginalised. 
The ceremony of the three flags had progressively been 
 altered in recent years. 

The three anthems had been played together to sym-
bolise the past present and future, but the last time 
all three were performed together was at the Nagano 
Games in 1998. Here the British anthem God Save the 
Queen was played at the arrival of HRH the Prince  Harry. 
There followed a parade of nations, musical perform-
ances by Spice Girls, Oasis and a tribute to Queen  before 
the Greek flag was raised swiftly followed by that of 
 Brazil before the Rio cultural sequence.

In between, the Olympic flag which had flown in 
the stadium was lowered to the strains of the Olympic 
anthem, performed in English by the choir of London 
Welsh Rugby Club. As it had been in Vancouver, this 
ritual was carried out before the IOC President formally 
closed the Games.

 “These were happy and glorious Games”, said Rogge 
in a clear reference to the words of the British national 
anthem.12 “You the spectators and the public provided 
the soundtrack for these games”, he said.

The cauldron itself had been moved a second time.
The flame died as the cauldron collapsed to the 

ground. As it did so, prima ballerina Darcey Bussell 
descended to be met by four male principal dancers 
of the Royal Ballet and 200 ballerinas. They danced to 
David Arnold’s music “Spirit of the Flame” as a phoenix 
 appeared above the disappearing cauldron. �

A flaming phoenix 

 appears as the Olympic 

flame slowly dies at 

the end of the 2012 

Games.
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“In Session – In London” – 
The 2012 Meeting 
of the Olympic Family

By Philip Barker  

London welcomed the 124th Session of the IOC with a 
 glittering ceremony at the Royal Opera House, only a 
short distance from the Royal Society of Arts, where 
 Coubertin had addressed his colleagues when they first 
visited the city in 1904.

 HRH the Princess Royal opened the Session behalf of 
the Queen: “These Games have been built on  Britain’s 
long and proud heritage”, she said, reminding the 
IOC membership of the Olimpick Games in Chipping 
 Campden in 1612. “These Games are also about ad-
vancing the Olympic Movement and sport in general in 
this country and beyond  as well as the past”, she said.13

 The Queen had received the IOC at Buckingham Palace 
earlier in the day.14

“Hosting the London 2012 Games has provided in
spiration to our children and communities, whether 
by motivating them to take up physical activity or 
 encouraging them to demonstrate the Olympic  values 
of excellence, respect and friendship in their  daily 
lives, places of learning and local communities. 
 Nowhere has this been more evident than in the warm 
welcome given to the Olympic Torchbearers as the 
 Olympic Flame has travelled the length and breadth 
of the United Kingdom.” 15

London 2012 Chairman Lord Coe added his own wel-
come. “London is a home to the world and greets the 
world with open arms,It is like a permanent Olympic 
village”, he said

London Mayor Boris Johnson recited a specially 
 written ode in Greek: 

“To all who may strive let fortune lend a hand,
Applaud, and let the Games begin.” 
It was not the first time that a Briton had done so in 

an Olympic context. Sir George Robertson also recited a 
poem in Greek at the 1896 Games in Athens.

The musical performance spanned the generations and 
included William Walton’s Crown Imperial and more 
modern work by Mark Ronson. It included balletic per-
formance and arias from Tosca, contemporary work 
and a dramatic finale which featured the company and 
 soloists Bryn Terfel, Placido Domingo, Justine Gringyte 
and Renee Fleming.

There had been five IOC Sessions in Britain before 2012 
and all but one had taken place in London.

As the Working Session opened at the nearby 
 Grosvenor Hotel, the following day, the IOC President 
confirmed that all National Olympic Committees at the 
2012 Games would include female competitors: 

“We fight for ethics, we fight against doping and we 
fight against illegal betting. They remain our absolute 
priority. We will continue to fight against doping by 
increasing the number of tests, before and during the 
games, by favouring targeted testing and by urging 
the International Federations and the NOCs to increase 
their tests.”
 Thomas Bach, head of the legal commission 

 underlined the problems faced in resolving issues sur-
rounding doping. The re-allocation of medals had 
taken longer because of complications and potential 
impli cation of other parties in the BALCO affair.

“We will continue the fight against irregular betting 
and match fixing with the independent monitoring 
company with which we have worked in the past and 
will also work in close cooperation with the national 
regulatory offices such as the Gambling Commission, 
Interpol and sports betting”, said Rogge. “The IOC is 
fighting not only against the threats which sport face 
but also for good governance in sport.”16

Rogge described the resolution of a long standing 
 dispute with the United States Olympic Committee “a 
win win situation for all parties.”

Members heard of the final preparations of  London 
2012 from Chairman Lord Coe. He was joined by the twen-
ty young people who had accompanied the bidding 
team to Singapore for the vote in 2005. The delegation 
also included Paralympians Ade Adepitan and Dame 
Tanni Grey-Thompson and Olympians Sir Steve Redgrave 
and Jonathan Edwards.

“We’ve dedicated ourselves of bringing to reality the 
special London vision. The vision has been essential. 
The ambition was simple to connect young people to 
sport and Olympic values”, said Coe.17

Rio 2016 Chairman Carlos Nuzman admitted: “We’ll 
have a tough act to follow. During our bid London was 
our inspiration, now it is our model as well. We will 
 return to Rio inspired.”18

Sochi’s presentation on the 2014 Winter Games was 
 assessed by the IOC Coordination Commission Jean-
Claude Killy who said “The metamorphosis of Sochi 
 continues, the competition sites will be extraordinary.”19

IOC President Jacques 

Rogge gives a press 

conference after the 

IOC Executive Board 

Meeting in London 

 before the Games.
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The IOC also heard reports from 2018 hosts Pyeong- 
Chang and the 2014 and 2016 Youth Olympic host cities 
and reviewed the staging of the inaugural Winter Youth 
Olympic Games in Innsbruck.

The IOC President confirmed that three cities would 
contest the election of the 2020 host city at the Session 
in Buenos Aires in 2013. There were also six candidate 
cities for the 2018 Youth Olympic Games.

“The number of candidate cities is satisfactory. How-
ever even if our financial situation is solid, and although 
we provide considerable support to the Organizing 
 Committees, we must still remain realistic”, said Rogge.

Anita de Frantz expressed concern about the  spiralling 
costs of bidding: “It seems exceptional that a city 
would spend $80 million to bid for the Games. It is a 
serious problem we will have to spend some time 
 addressing.”20

 The recommendation made by the Executive Board to 
award the 2015 Session to Kuala Lumpur was accepted.

Sir Craig Reedie (GBR) and Nawal El Moutawakel 
 (MAR) were both elevated to IOC Vice-Presidents.21  They 
 reviewed the Winter Youth Olympic Games in Innsbruck 
and also looked ahead to the summer Games in Nanjing 
and the next winter celebration in Lillehammer.

International Paralympic Committee President Sir Phil 
Craven formally signed an agreement to continue coop-
eration between the IOC and the IPC.

“We hear the word partnership used frequently these 
days but the possibilities for a really strong and partner-
ship to develop are really there over the next ten years”, 
said IPC President Sir Philip Craven.22

The success of the London 2012 torch relay prompted 
discussion on the possibility of resurrecting an interna-
tional relay, though President Rogge insisted those for 
Sochi and Rio 2016 would follow the London model and 
be predominantly domestic affairs.23

The Olympic Museum in Lausanne was re-open to-
wards the end of 2013. “Any museum that wants to 
 retain its appeal must be updated regularly.Its renova-
tion is progressing well”, said Rogge.

German fencer Claudia Bokel was elected to succeed 
Frankie Fredericks as Chairman of the Athletes’ Com-
mission. He told the Session: “There is nothing there for 
you to be afraid of. We are not there to take over, we are 
just there to make sure we give you advice to uphold the 
rights of the athletes for good governance.”24

Fredericks was later confirmed as a full Member of the 
IOC along with Tsunekazu Takeda (Japan) and Ling Wei 
Li (China). Aisha Garad Ali (Djibouti) and Pierre- Olivier 
Beckers (Belgium) were both elected in connection 
with roles within their respective National Olympic 
Committees.

In the vote for the IOC Athletes Commission, two 
 candidates were disqualified for infringing the rules on 
campaigning within the village.

Thomas Bach reported a proposed merger between the 
International Federations for Baseball and Softball, 
both aspirant sports hoping for admission to the pro-
gramme in 2020. 25  �

1 The Queen also opened the 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal.
2 It was not as was widely reported, the Queen’s first filmed acting 

role. As Princess Elizabeth she had appeared in a pantomime at 
Sandringham which was shown on the newsreels.

3 Isles of Wonder, Opening Ceremony Media Guide, p. 11.
4 IOC Session London July 24th 2012, Speech by Sergey Bubka on En-

tourage Commission, noted decision taken by the IOC Executive 
Board in Acapulco to introduce an oath for coaches

5 Redgrave was also the final torchbearer of the 2004 relay when it 
visited London and started the London section of the 2008 relay at 
Wembley Stadium.

6 Ibid, p. 36b The young cauldron lighters were Callum Airlie (no-
minated by Shirley Robertson (Sailing) Jordan Duckitt (Duncan 
Goodhew, Desiree Henry (Daley Thompson) Katie Kirk (Dame Mary 
Peters) Cameron Macritchie (Sir Steve Redgrave) Aiden Reynolds 
(Lynn Davies) Adelle Tracey (Dame Kelly Holmes)

7 Ibid, p. 36
8 Ibid, p. 36
9 Ibid, p. 36
10 Ibid, p. 36
11 List of 1948 Torchbearers, FW Collins Relay organiser, Playfoot car-

ried the flame near Guildford in 1948. This was replicated in 2012.
12 Media Guide Closing Ceremony 2012 Olympic Games p. 34
13 HRH The Princess Royal, Opening Ceremony of IOC Session, Royal 

Opera House. July 23rd, 2012.
14 IOC President Rogge had made a presentation of a set of gold, silver 

and bronze medals to HM The Queen at Buckingham Palace.
15 HM The Queen’s Address to the IOC, Buckingham Palace, July 23rd 

2012
16 IOC Session, President Rogge speech, July 24th 2012
17 Ibid, Lord Coe speech July 24th 2012
18 Ibid, Carlos Nuzman speech July 25th 2012
19 Ibid, Jean-Claude Killy speech July 25th 2012
20 Ibid, Anita de Frantz question July 25th 2012
21 IOC Media Release July 26th 2012. New Members elected to the Ex-

ecutive Board include Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr., Sergey Bubka 
and Willi Kaltschmitt Luján, Ching Kuo Wu (ASOIF), René Fasel (re-
elected, AIOWF), Patrick Hickey (ANOC)

22 IOC Session, Sir Philip Craven speech, July 24th 2012
23 Ibid, Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr., Question July 25th 2012
24 Ibid, Frank Fredericks address to IOC membership July 25th 2012
25 Ibid, Thomas Bach speech July 24th 2012

The Royal Ballet on 

stage at a performance 

for Members of the 

 International Olympic 

Committee at the 

 Royal Opera House.
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The story of 1924 Olympic champions Eric Liddell and 
 Harold Abrahams thrilled a new generation as their 
 story was depicted on stage in the heart of London’s 
theatreland during the Olympic summer.

Many doubted that the Oscar winning film could be 
successfully transferred,but this production, directed 
by Edward Hall, proved them wrong. It moved to the 
Gielgud theatre for its West End run after a short season 
at Hampstead theatre in North London.

It featured James McArdle as Abrahams and Jack 
 Lowden in the starring roles whilst veteran actors 
 Nickolas Grace and Simon Williams took multiple parts.

The familiar Vangelis score permeated the whole 
 production which also drew heavily on the music of 
 Gilbert and Sullivan.

British Olympic competitors past and present were 
 offered free tickets for the performance and invited to 
sign an autograph wall in the Theatre.

The famous theme was also specially orchestrated 
for use during the medal ceremonies at the Games 
and  actor Rowan Atkinson performed a parody of the 
 opening  sequence of the film as part of the Olympic 
Opening Ceremony. �

Chariots of Fire – 
On Stage and in the Stadium
By Philip Barker

12

Tam Williams 

(Lord Andrew Lindsay) 

and James McArdle 

(Harold Abrahams) 

in Chariots of Fire. 

Never spill a drop. 

The scene where Lord 

Lindsay trains for the 

hurdles is  performed 

by Tam Williams.

Right: The run around 

the Great Court is 

 recreated for Chariots 

of Fire on Stage.

Photos: Manuel  Harlan
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A founding member of ISOH, member of its Executive 
Committee (1996–2004), later Honorary Member, Wolf 
Lyberg was, during the last month of his life, ISOH’s 
 oldest member.

Born July 24, 1917, Lyberg had a rich and eventful life. 
As a journalist, writing with an easy flow, he worked 
mainly at Idrottsbladet (IB; once famous also  outside 
Sweden) 1938–66 (1955–62 free lance, 1962–66 
also as managing director). Multilingual, he was 
 Scandinavian correspondent for the French sports  daily 
L’Equipe (1946–81) and contributed to several other 
publications in various countries. 

As a sports official, he was at the Swedish Sports Con-
federation 1966–82 (1966–75 Information Director / 1967–
75 Editor-in-Chief of the magazine Svensk Idrott, 1975–82 
Head of the International Department) and the  Swedish 
Olympic Committee, from 1969 assisted by  Gunilla 
 Lindberg, who has been an IOC Member since 1996.

Outside the Olympic sphere, Wolf was – among  other 
assignments – Honorary Secretary of the  Swedish 
 Handball Association (1944–50) and Treasurer of the 
International Handball Federation (from its founda-
tion in 1946 until 1950), Chairman of the Swedish Sports 
 Journalists’ Association (1966–71), Chief of Press  Services 
at several major sports events in Sweden, including 
world championships in handball (1967) and ice hockey 
(1969 and 1970).

A true globetrotter, Lyberg travelled around the world 
94 times and visited some 100 countries (including 
 Japan on more than 40 occasions!).

In 1997, Lyberg published his autobiography, fittingly 
entitled Jorden runt på 80 år – ett resande liv i i drottens 
tecken, loosely translated ”Around the World in 80 
Years: A travelling life devoted to sports” (Strömbergs 
Bokförlag, Sweden; 240 pages, in Swedish, illustrated, 
ISBN 91-7151-091-5).

In football, Lyberg was one of the initiators of the Euro-
pean Cup of Club Champions (now Champions League). 
He organized tours, mainly to the Far East, for  Swedish 
club sides and, as an advisor to Real Madrid C.F. for many 
years, he worked closely with Santiago Bernabéu, the 
club’s legendary president. In the mid-1950s, Lyberg 
got a lucrative offer to become head of Inter national 
 Relations for Real, but turned it down for  family  reasons. 
However, in 1960, he accompanied a real side on an 

around-the-world tour, and in 2008 he was awarded 
the Badge of Merit by the famous Spanish club.

Lyberg attended his first Olympic Games in 1936, in 
Berlin as student/spectator, and was present at a  total 
of 28 Games up to and including 2004; the exceptions 
 being Nagano, Sydney and Salt Lake City. He was the 
 liaison between the media and the Swedish team in 
 Tokyo in 1964 and the organizers’ Chief of Press  Services 
at the venues for Nordic skiing and luge at the 1968 
Winter Games. As Assistant Secretary-General (1969–84) 
and Secretary-General (1984–88) of the Swedish NOC, 
he was Chef de Mission or Assistant Chef de Mission of 
the Swedish teams in the 1970s and 1980s. 

After having retired from the Swedish NOC in 1988, 
when the Olympic Order in silver was awarded to him, 
Lyberg worked on a voluntary basis for the IOC  until 
H.E. Juan Antonio Samaranch left as President. By com-
piling facts and figures from the Games (incl. lists of 
all competitors since 1896, more than 110,000, where 
available with their birthdates) and the entire Olympic 
Movement (incl. IOC Presidents, Sessions and Meetings 
of the Executive Board), he contributed greatly to the 
documentation of Olympic history. His work resulted in 
a number of publications, and in 2001 he was awarded 
the Pierre de Coubertin Medal.

With Ian Buchanan, the first ISOH President, Lyberg 
compiled mini-biographies of every IOC Member since 
the committee was founded in 1894. The intention 
to have a book published was never realized, but the 
 material became the basis for a series which continues 
to this day in ISOH's Journal of Olympic History.

For the Royal Swedish (Bernadotte) family, Lyberg also 
played the role of "Matchmaker" to the Swedish Royal 
Family. He was instrumental in bringing together the 
Crown Prince, now King Carl Gustav XVI, and Miss Silvia 
Sommerlath, a VIP Hostess at the Munich and Innsbruck 
(1976) Games. The King and Miss Sommerlath married in 
1976, in between the Innsbruck and Montreal Games, 
and both have kept a very special affection for the 
 Olympics. Wolf was a frequent guest at dinners at the 
Royal Palace.

In Sweden, people usually retire at 65, to live a  quiet  
life. This never bothered Lyberg. After an extraordinary 
working career of 45 years, Lyberg just went on, keep-
ing his enthusiasm for sports in general and Olympic 
 history /statistics in particular – almost to the very end. 
He would sound like an eager young boy when on the 
phone to  report some interesting details he had found 
during many hours of  “digging” in libraries and archives. 
For those of us who were somewhat younger, this was 
very encouraging.

Wolf Lyberg played an important role in Swedish and, 
not least, international sports. Always friendly and 
helpful, he will be sadly missed. Dear Wolf, may you rest 
in peace in your Olympic heaven.�

Wolf Lyberg 
passed away
By Ove Karlsson

Aged 95, Wolf Lyberg, 

the renowned 

 Swedish sports 

 journalist, official 

and historian, died 

August 13, 2012, at a 

Stockholm hospital.



The Olympic idea enthused me even in early life. The 
fascination is all the stronger, when one has – like me – 
the good fortune to realise one’s own dreams with an 
Olympic victory. Munich 1972 gave me my happiest hour, 
but at the same time I experienced the dark side of this 
great Olympic event, which is always in danger of being 
abused by forces alien to sport.

On 31st August 1972 I won the gold medal in the 20 km 
walk. When I appeared next day on the training track 
there were many hands to shake, for the race-walk-
ing fraternity has always enjoyed a close and warm 
 relationship. Among those who congratulated me was 
a small man from Israel, whom I had met briefly in 1968 
in Mexico: Dr. Shaul Ladany, a professor of engineer-
ing  science. On 3rd September it was his turn to compete 
over the 50 km distance. He came in a very respectable 
19th, but apart from that result I knew nothing more 
about him at that time. 

Only later did I discover that this was not his first 
stay in Germany. Shaul Ladany had been there once 
 before– in 1944 as an eight-year-old – when the 
 Nazis imprisoned him in the Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp. Then fate treated him relatively well, for 

he escaped that hell when his freedom was bought by 
the “Kasztner-Transport”. On the other hand over 50 
members of his family fell victim to the Holocaust. 

28 years later Munich intended to organize “Heitere 
Spiele” (Lighthearted Games) in order to demonstrate 
the another better Germany. But again, this time be-
cause of the inexcusable failure of the security forces, 
Shaul Ladany was again left fearing for his life. Once 
again, good fortune was with him on that fateful 5th 
September. Tragically there was no happy ending for 
eleven of his team mates who died in the attack by the 
Palestinian terrorist group.

After all that I could have well understood if Shaul 
Ladany had avoided Germany for ever and if he had 
turned down my invitation to be a guest 40 years later 
in my home town, Potsdam. However the opposite was 
the case. There was a heartfelt reunion and after that 
we both attended the memorial ceremonies in Munich 
and at Fürstenfeldbruck, where the attempt to free the 
hostages had failed. 

Understandably our conversation revolved pri marily 
around that event, and in fact I myself had been an 
 involuntary witness to the kidnapping. I was a  member 

Remembering the Munich Massacre: 
Never Should We Give Way to Terror
By Peter Frenkel, Olympic 20 km walk champion 1972 in Munich.
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Survivors and family 

members of the 

 victims of the 1972 

atrocity in front of the 

memorial plaque at 

31 Connollystrasse in 

the former Munich 

 Olympic Village. Far 

right: Professor Shaul 

Ladany, who has held 

the world record in 

the 50 mile walk since 

1972. He celebrates 

his birthdays in an 

 idiosyncratic way. 

He covers a kilometre 

for every year of his 

life. Next year for his 

77th birthday he will 

cover 77 kilometres.

Photos: Peter Frenkel (2), 

Frank  Siebeck (2)
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of the GDR team and by chance, our quarters were 
 directly opposite those occupied by the Israelis. It was 
shortly before 5 a.m. when I was wakened by shots and 
noise in the hall. When I stepped out on to the balcony, I 
saw in the building diagonally opposite a masked man, 
who was explaining to the police who had hurried to 
the scene that the Israeli sportsmen were being held as 
hostages.

Fortunately Shaul Ladany was sleeping in  another 
building which was either not discovered by the 
 terrorists or ignored by them. He believes the latter and 
thinks that he owes his life to the two members of the 
shooting team with whom he shared accommodation 
and of whose existence the Palestinians perhaps were 
aware. As he told me, on the evening before he with 
his team had attended a performance of the musi-
cal “Anatevka” (Fiddler on the Roof), and during the 
 interval the whole team had been brought on stage for 
a photograph. It was the last one with all of them alive.

When they returned to the village at midnight, he 
lent the wrestling coach Mosche Weinberg his alarm 
clock because he wanted to get up early. After that 
Shaul  Ladany, who is a great collector, cut out news-
paper  articles, until he went to bed well after 3 a.m. Two 
hours later, when he was wakened by his roommates, 
 Mosche Weinberg was already dead. He had tried in vain 
to  escape. 

About 7.30 a.m. the GDR team learned that our house 
was being evacuated. Heavily armed security  officers 
 occupied the balcony. An hour and a half later we gath-
ered in the underground garage, from where we were 
driven in buses to substitute team accommodation 
near Neuschwanstein. There we were condemned to 
 inac tivity. What was happening meantime in  Munich, 
where a tough bargaining process for the lives of the 
hostages had begun, was unknown to me. That in the 

evening there had been an attempt at rescuing the 
 hostages which completely failed, I found out only the 
next day when there was a memorial service in the 
 Olympic Stadium. I was very angry that I was not permit-
ted by my team management to attend.

Together with the other survivors of the massacre Shaul 
was flown out the next day. It must have been a dreadful 
feeling for him to know that – in the hold of the  aircraft- 
werfe the coffins of his teammates. He too argued with 
his management, for he did not wish to leave. In his 
opinion at least the Israeli flag, decorated with a  flower 
of mourning, should have remained so that it could 
be carried into the stadium at the Closing Ceremony. It 
is possible to take different views as to whether the IOC 
 decision to refuse the victims of the Munich assassination 
a minute’s silence during the Olympic Opening Ceremony 
in London was correct. I am however in agreement with 
Shaul Ladany in saying that the Games must go on and 
that we should never give way to terror. �
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Negotiating for the 

lives of the hostages: 

the leader of the 

 terrorists (with white 

hat) and Village Mayor 

Walther Tröger, 

 Manfred Schreiber 

(Chief of  Police), Hans-

Dietrich Genscher 

(Federal  Interior 

 Minister), Bruno Merk 

(Bavarian Interior 

Minister) and a secu-

rity man (from right). 

Adjacent: sharpshoot-

ers get into position. 

IOC Vice-President 

Thomas Bach (below) 

at the memorial event.
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The fate of the Jewish Olympic gymnastics champions of 
1896, Alfred and Felix Flatow, was completely unknown 
50 years ago. The few insiders were unaware of their 
murders or preserved a shameful silence. When in 1961 I 
asked the well-known German sports journalist Arthur 
E. Grix about Alfred Flatow, he wrote to me: “Flatow is 
from Berlin, but was a Jew and went the usual way.”  
The usual way...?

Today that name is present all over Berlin. There is an 
elite sports school named after the Flatows, the “Flatow-
allee” at the Olympic Stadium and a “Flatow Sports Hall”. 
In 1996 a stamp was issued bearing their image. 

Since the 13th September 2012 there have also been 
“Stolpersteine” (stumbling stones) in Berlin, set into the 
pedestrian pavements and sited in front of those hous-
es in which the victims of the Shoah last lived. These 
are memorial stones made of concrete with 10x10 cm 
sized bronze plaques with the names and dates of birth 
and death. The stones were the idea of the artist Gunter 
Demnig, and they can be found now in more than 500 
German settlements as well as in some other European 
cities. In Berlin alone 4500 have been put in place.

They have been financed only through private ini-
tiative. The sponsors of the “Stolpersteine” for  Alfred 
Flatow and his sisters were the pupils and staff of the 
Flatow-Oberschule, who also provided a  program 
for the inauguration. The sponsorship for Felix 
Flatow and his family was undertaken by the author. 
 Commemorative speeches were given by, among oth-
ers, the President of the German Gymnastic Federation, 
Rainer Brechtken, ISOH members Manfred Lämmer and 
Andreas Höfer as well as the granddaughter of Felix 
Flatow, Stephanie Flatow, now lives in the Netherlands. 

At the end of the 19th century, after the pogroms in 
 Russia and Galicia, 65,000 Jews made their way to 
 Germany, where they felt safe. 19,000 of them settled in 
Berlin, where they contributed to the development of the 
new imperial capital as a flourishing industrial metropolis.

Among them were the Flatows, who previously lived 
in West Prussia, which today is part of Poland. Like most 
Berlin Jews they were soon assimiliated into society. 
They attended German schools, served in the Prussian 
army and joined the gymnastic clubs, although since 
1898 there had also been a Jewish gymnastic and sports 
club called “Bar  Kochba”. 

Look out for “Stolpersteine”!
Honouring Jewish Olympic Champions
By Volker Kluge

“Stumbling stones” as a monument to Alfred Flatow and his sisters 

who also died. They were sponsored by the pupils of the Flatow-

Oberschule, some of whom are researching the biographies of the 

 Olympic champions in their annual classwork.  

Photos: Ekkehard Herholz, Thomas Lippert
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In 1896 the two Flatows were part of the small  Olympic 
team representing Germany in Athens. With the 
 gymnastics squad they won the team competition on 
the parallel bars and on the horizontal bar. Alfred also 
won individual parallel bars competition and was also 
 second on the horizontal bar. Seven years before, at 
the age of 20, he had become the youngest gymnastics 
teacher in Germany.

However there was to be no “reward from the Father-
land”. As the gymnasts had taken part against the will 
of their leadership, they were banned from all national 
competitions.

Anti-Semitic attacks were remained the excep-
tion. These only began in earnest in 1933 after Hitler's 
“Machtergreifung” (seizure of power), when the  German 
“Turnerschaft” organisation, led by a National  Socialist, 
proposed to the clubs that their Jewish members should 
be excluded. Alfred Flatow, who after his competitive 
 career worked as a “gymnastics writer” and wholesale 
cycle dealer, submitted his resignation voluntarily before 
it was asked for.

Felix Flatow realised the way things were heading 
earlier than others. He was the owner of a textile firm 
 producing then fashionable sailor suits for boys, and 
emigrated in the same year to the Netherlands, where he 
built up a new professional existence.

It remains one of the cruel ironies of the period was that 
the Flatows were invited as guests of honour to the  Berlin 
Olympics, although in the previous year the  “Nuremberg 
Laws” had robbed them of their civic rights.

Six years after that, on 3rd October 1942 – his 73rd birth-
day – Alfred Flatow was deported to the ghetto of 
 Theresienstadt, where he died on the 28th  December 
1942. Felix Flatow managed temporarily to escape the 
threatened abduction by going into hiding with his 
 family. But late on New Year’s Eve 1943 he was betrayed. 
He was taken first to the concentration camp (KZ) at West-
erbork and then to Theresienstadt on 26th February 1944.
There he died of starvation on 29th January 1945, barely 
three months before the end of the war.  �

Among the absurdities of Theresienstadt was 

the card file of prominent people, which 

 included Felix Flatow. By chance the author 

came upon his grave, which is in front of the 

”Kleinen Festung“ (Small Fortress). Below: 

“Stolpersteine“ for the Flatow family. The 

daughter was shot as she fled, the wife and son 

managed to survive.  Below: “death certificate“ 

for Alfred Flatow. The cause of death was given 

as “phlegmon“ (an inflammatory process) 

which arises from undernourishment.  

Photo: Gabriele Kluge; Documents: Holocaust Museum, Prague
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Introduction

On May 28, 1925 at the 24th IOC Session in Prague, the 
 Belgian IOC Member and President of the Belgian 
 Olympic Committee, Count Henry de Baillet-Latour, 
was elected to succeed Baron Pierre de Coubertin as IOC 
President. Three days after his election the proposal was 
made at the 8th Olympic Congress to recognize the First 
Winter Sports Week of Chamonix retroactively as First 
 Olympic Winter Games. This was accepted during the 
25th IOC Session in Lisbon in 1926.

Baillet-Latour shared a conservative attitude with 
Coubertin on two important issues, the concept of ama-
teurism and the participation of women, or more accu-
rately, their non participation. Coubertin was originally 
very much against certain winter sports, particularly 
skiing which he considered generally as useless and for 
 “fêtards”, but he later had to give in. Baillet-Latour, 
on the other hand, was very much in favour of Winter 
 Olympics.

This paper addresses the areas of continuity and change 
in leadership style in the run up to Lake  Placid Olympics 
and examines Baillet-Latour’s correspondence with 
his predecessor Pierre de Coubertin, his Vice-President 
Baron Godefroy de Blonay, IOC General  Secretary André 
Berdez, with local organizer Godfrey Dewey and with 
other IOC Members.

The period covered from the 1928 Amsterdam Summer 
Games until the 1932 Lake Placid Winter Games. These 
Lake Placid Olympic Winter Games were already framed 
in the context of the history of “The cool Games”.1 
E. John B. Allen has recently described what he calls 
“The failure of the first global Winter Olympics: skiing at 
Lake Placid 1932”.2

Karl Lennartz 3 and Florence Carpentier4 have already 
discussed the presidency of Baillet-Latour, therefore 
this article concentrates on the role he played in the 
preparation of the 1932 Lake Placid Games. The partici-
pation of the small Belgian delegation at the Lake Placid 
Games (four bobsledders and one female figure skater) 
is also considered. 

“It’s Snow or never”: Staging 
the Winter Games in the Adirondacks

The IIIrd Olympic Winter Games were awarded to the 
village of Lake Placid, New York at the IOC Session in 
Lausanne, Switzerland on 10 April 1929.5  Three years ear-
lier during the 1926 Lisbon Session the IOC decided that 
their selection of Olympic Winter Games hosts would 
give priority to candidate cities from the country arrang-
ing the Summer Games. This was always provided that 
the latter was able to furnish sufficient guarantee of its 
ability to organize the Winter Games in their entirety.

On the occasion of the IXth Olympic Summer Games of 
Amsterdam in 1928, the Netherlands were for instance 
unable to organize Winter Games in their flat country. 
“The Dutch Mountains” indeed only exist as the title 
of a song, not as a geographical reality. The 1928 Winter 
Games were therefore awarded to the city of St. Moritz, 
Switzerland.

The 1932 Summer Olympics had already been awarded 
to the city of Los Angeles but although the United States 
expected to exercise its right to stage the Winter Games 
that same year, the Chairman of the Canadian  Olympic 
Committee, Patrick Mulqueen, launched Canada’s bid, 
announcing that Montreal or Banff would serve as 
 feasible sites for the 1932 Winter Games.6

No fewer than seven United States candidates ar-
rived at the April 1929 IOC Session in Lausanne. These 
seven localities included Bear Mountain, New York; 
Denver, Colorado; Duluth, Minnesota; Lake Placid, New 
York; Lake Tahoe, California; Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
and Yosemite Valley, California. Lake Placid emerged 
as the 1932 host for the IIIrd Winter Games, much to the 
 dissatisfaction of the Montreal and the Los Angeles 
 de legates. Ironically, through the lack of snowfall at 
Lake Placid in 1932, the local organizers had to turn to 
their Canadian neighbours in the North to help provide 
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the necessary snow to make several of the competitions 
possible.7

The little known village of Lake Placid in the forests 
of the Adirondacks of New York surprisingly became 
the venue for the 1932 Winter Games. The Games were 
brought to Lake Placid almost entirely through the efforts 
of one man, Dr. Godfrey Dewey, the Vice-President of the 
very exclusive Lake Placid Club. He was the son of Melvil 
Dewey, founder of the club and originator of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification System for library holdings.

Yosemite’s bid was headed by William May Garland, 
the President of the California X Olympiad Associa-
tion, a fierce rival for Dewey’s ambitions. When Dewey 
had suggested to Garland to withdraw Yosemite’s bid, 
 Garland had grimly replied: ”Let the best man win.”8

Garland, a wealthy California realtor and land devel-
oper, had already travelled to the IOC headquarters in 
Lausanne and to the VIIth Olympiad in Antwerp in 1920 
with a bid from the City of Los Angeles to host the 1924 
Games.9 He was the “unidentified person”, who walked 
into the Olympic Stadium in 1920, flanked by King 
 Albert I, Baron Pierre de Coubertin and Count Henry de 
Baillet-Latour.10 

The political backing of New York Governor Franklin D. 
Roosevelt helped convince the IOC to choose Lake Placid 
over other candidates. Roosevelt would use the Opening 
Ceremony of the Games and the radio networks, which 
covered the sporting events, to boost his campaign for 
the American presidency. Eleanor Roosevelt even took a 
ride down the newly constructed bobsled run at Mount 
Van Hoevenberg (Dutch for Farm Mountain) during the 
Opening Ceremony.12

Allen13 has poignantly described Dewey’s one-man-
ambition to turn his Lake Placid Club into the St. Moritz 
of America. In 1928 Dewey was appointed by the United 
States Eastern Amateur Ski Association to officiate at the 
St. Moritz Winter Games:

 “Dewey’s goal was to inspect various Swiss resorts, 
see the organization that would be required to have 
an Olympics, make personal contact with Olympic 

and FIS officials – all to the end to that Lake Placid, 
 meaning the Lake Placid Club – would become the 
St. Moritz of America.” 14

Dewey’s ambitions were countered by two lawsuits, 
which had been filed against the Organizing Committee 
(OCOG) in 1930. The first by the Association for the Pro-
tection of the Adirondacks against altering the physical 
environment for the Olympic bob run. The second by the 
newspaper Jewish Tribune, which questioned the use 
of public money when Jewish people were not allowed 
to join Dewey’s own Lake Placid Club.15 Peter Hopsicker16 
has shed light on the historical background of the highly 
anti-Semitic Lake Placid Club, which almost derailed 
the Lake Placid Olympic bid for the 1932 Games. Howev-
er, settlements were reached in both cases and the local 
press gave proof of a general positive attitude towards 
the staging of the Games.17

This article will consider to what extent IOC President 
Baillet-Latour was involved in the awarding and stag-
ing of the 1932 Lake Placid Winter Games and how he 
managed to run the Olympic Movement in these days 
of the Great Depression through letters and cablegrams. 
Of special importance is his weekly or biweekly corre-
spondence with Lieutenant Colonel André Berdez, the 
IOC General Secretary (1925–1940) in Lausanne.

Count de Baillet-Latour was elected as President 
(ahead of Swiss Baron Godefroy de Blonay) in 1925 in 
Prague, he decided to keep the IOC office in Lausanne, 
but he did not live there. He would travel to and fro 
between Switzerland and his home country.18 His let-
ters and speeches illustrate his work for the Olympic 
 Movement, particularly his concern about the ama-
teur status of athletes, his misogyny expressed through 
his attempt to exclude females from participating in 
the  Olympics, and his efforts to strengthen the links 
 between Olympism and South America and the Far East.

Keeping Peace with the 
International Winter Sports Federations 

There had been serious quarrels with the Scandina-
vian countries about staging separate Winter Olympics, 
 because they feared that these would reduce the im-
portance of their own Nordic Games, which were first 
held in 1901. Arnd Krüger19 has suggested that the Scan-
dinavians would probably not have participated in the 
so-called Winter Sports Week in Chamonix in 1924, had 
they known in advance that these events would even-
tually become Olympic Winter Games.

In particular, the debates with the strong  Fédération 
Internationale de Ski (FIS) concerning the choice of 
ski events and disciplines, were of a sensitive nature.  
 Baillet-Latour, who was more pragmatic and diplomatic 
than his predecessor Pierre de Coubertin, tried – as a 
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cool operator – to keep the winter sports on the Olympic 
track. Therefore he had invited the International  Winter 
Sport Federations to a meeting during the St. Moritz 
Games in 1928.

The delegates of the International Ski, Skating, Ice 
hockey and Bobsleigh Federations were met, not 
 separately and on separate days as IOC Secretary Berdez 
had originally proposed, but all together on Monday 
February 13.20

Baillet-Latour instructed Berdez to call together 
the Executive Committee (EC) beforehand, on the 10th 
of February, if the difficulties with the International 
Skating Union (ISU) were not solved by then.21 The EC 
Members were: President Baillet-Latour (Belgium), 
Vice-President Blonay (Switzerland), J. Sigrid Edström 
(Sweden), Reginald John Kentish (Great Britain), who 
would be replaced by Lord Aberdare in 1931, Marquis 
Melchior de Polignac (France), General Charles Hitchcock 
Sherrill (USA), and Dr. Theodor Lewald (Germany). 

During the opening of the Session of the IOC at the 
 occasion of the Olympic Games in Amsterdam on July 25 
1928, President Baillet-Latour highlighted his “new 
deal” with the international sport federations:

“The Session, which is opened today, is marked by 
an important event: the first effective collaboration 
with the Delegates of the International Federations. 
…we will intensify this collaboration and we hope 
that – through proper preparation – these important 
 questions will facilitate the discussions at the Berlin 
Congress.” 22 
 

He thus referred to the planned 1930 Congress in  Berlin, 
which would completely focus on the question of 
 “Olympic regulations”, especially on the programs, 
the amateur status, and the participation of women. 
 During the meeting of the EC in Amsterdam, the pro-
posal was made to reduce the program of the Games 
and Baillet-Latour intended to continue this discussion 
during the planned EC Meeting in Alexandria (Egypt) in 
1929, but the EC would meet before this in his homeland 
in  Brussels on January 4 and 5, 1929.23 Unfortunately 
the EC Session in Egypt was cancelled together with the 
planned African Games but Baillet-Latour immediately 
decided that the session would still take place but it 
would be in Lausanne rather than Alexandria.

Two EC Members, Blonay and Edström, endorsed 
his proposal, but the German EC Member Dr. Theodor 
Lewald asked to keep the Session in Egypt. Baillet-
Latour also proposed to Berdez that the Bulletin Officiel 
of October 1928 should include a letter of invitation to 
the delegates of the International Sports Federations 
to meet with the EC in Lausanne on Friday 12 April.24 
An  alternative proposal by the Austrian IOC Member, 
Dr. Theodor Schmidt, to stage the IOC Session in Vienna, 
was turned down.25 

The Lake Placid bid to stage the IIIrd Winter Olympics 
was mentioned for the first time by Berdez in connec-
tion with the International Skating Union (ISU), which 
had received the bid and which put it on the agenda 
of its upcoming congress in May.26 On March 9, 1929 
 Berdez wrote to Baillet-Latour informing him that Lake 
Placid had sent an official bid, accompanied by some 
 documents. Baillet-Latour replied, telling  Berdez to 
send a copy of the Lake Placid documents which were 
received in duplicate, to the Presidents or repre-
sentatives of the different International Winter Sports 
 Organizations. 

The documents on the ski jump and the ski  facilities 
to the International Ski Federation (FIS), the docu-
ments on the bob runs, the bobsleigh coasting and the 
single sled coasting to the French Count Renaud de la 
Frégeolière, President of the International Bobsleigh 
and  Tobogganing Federation (FIBT) from 1923 to 1960, 
the part on speed and figure skating to Ulrich Salchow 
(Sweden) of the International Skating Federation (ISU), 
and the ice hockey part to Paul Loicq (Belgium). He also 
stressed that the organizers were entirely at the disposal 
of the federations in case they wanted more detailed 
information and he hoped that their facilities would be 
visited the following winter by qualified observers.27

An important issue raised by Baillet-Latour was the 
reduction of the Olympic program. He had made this 
proposal at the Lausanne Session of 12 April 1928. The 
minutes of this meeting were sent to seventeen federa-
tions, which were present in Lausanne and to Godfrey 
Dewey. Berdez added the declaration of Salchow of the 
ISU. Loicq had declared in a letter that he abstained 
in matters concerning the reduction of the Olympic 
 program.28 IOC Member J. Sigfrid Edström provided in-
formation on the attitude of his compatriot Salchow 
and he was of the opinion that a reunion of the dele-
gates of the International Federations should take place 
at the occasion of the EC Meeting in July 1929.29

Baillet-Latour sent a strictly confidential  letter 
to  Berdez, which the latter was to dispatch to the 
 Members of the EC. He proposed a change of the 
statutes and the creation of a Technical Commit-
tee, which – on the  request of the President – would 
 collaborate with the EC:

“I think that the time has come to work together much 
more intensively with the International Federations.” 30 

Trying to keep the Women out of the Olympics

In an attachment to this letter of 11 May 1929 Baillet-
Latour sent a note on the General Rules of the Olympic 
Program, Section IV on the Participation of Women:

“Women are only admitted in the Olympic Games in 
the Gymnastics competitions [added handwritten], 
Swimming and Lawn Tennis.”
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Before taking his annual holiday in Pau in France from 
November 23 onwards, Baillet-Latour went on a voyage 
to Sevilla and Madrid and he sent the addresses of his 
hotels to Berdez. The IOC President added a note, entitled 
“Proposals of Count de Baillet-Latour” in which he re-
peated his standpoint concerning female participation:

“NEW TEXT: 
IV. Women are only admitted in the Olympic Games in 
the disciplines of gymnastics, swimming, lawn tennis 
and skating.
WISHES
The Congress repeats its wish, already formulated at 
the Olympic Congress of Prague [1925], asking the In
ternational Federations to make the Olympic Games 
their World Championships and – at least – to have 
no World Championships during the years that the
Olympic Games are celebrated.” 31 
 

At the 1930 IOC gathering in Berlin, Baillet-Latour faced 
a major setback when his proposal to keep women “out 
of the Olympic Stadium” by barring them from track and 
field events was rejected.32 The following year at the 
IOC Session in Barcelona, he would again include the 
 participation of women in track and field and fencing on 
the agenda (April 31). Allen Guttmann has shown how the 
victory of the “feminists” at the 29th IOC Session in Barce-
lona was prepared for by the impressive demonstrations, 
which women athletes had performed for the delegates 
in Berlin, one year before. Even “old male grudges” like 
American delegates Gustavus Kirby and Avery Brundage 
were so impressed that they became advocates of sports 
of all kinds for girls under proper  supervision.33 

It seems that for all their quarrels, Coubertin and 
 Baillet-Latour had remained comrades in arms when 
it came to keeping the Olympics a male preserve. On 
this topic, at least, they sang in unison. After the 1931 
 Barcelona Session, Coubertin wrote to his successor from 
La Croix (Var, France) that he thought that the ques-
tion of female participation was a matter of time and 
that he hoped that “… good sense and proper attitude 
might win at last”.34 Baillet-Latour, back in Brussels after 
 “taking the waters” in Vichy, wrote back a letter in which 
the recipient was not mentioned, but which content re-
veals that it was most probably addressed to Coubertin. 
He told (his predecessor?) that he had practically stood 
alone in  Barcelona, when he tried to exclude  women 
from track and field and fencing. Lewald (Germany), 
 Polignac (France), Matheu (Ecuador), all the Scandinavi-
ans and all the Americans were in favour. He then made 
the following revealing statement:

“I can only hope one thing: that the day may come 
soon that women liberate themselves completely from 
men’s custody, that they organize the Women’s World 
Games (Jeux Mondiaux Feminins), which would allow 
us to exclude them entirely from the Olympic Games.” 35

The Awarding of the 1932 Games 

A Meeting of the Executive Committee (EC) was planned 
from 23 to 25 July 1929 in Vittel (France). Baillet-Latour 
instructed Berdez to make hotel reservations for the 
participants and was especially concerned about the 
reservation of a room for his “valet de chambre”. 36 
 During the Vittel meeting, the EC confirmed to the two 
Organizing Committees of Lake Placid and Los Angeles 
on July 22 by telegram that they were “recognized”. 
 It was also agreed in Vittel that Baillet-Latour would 
make an announcement at the Berlin IOC Congress. This 
would be in his own name and would limit the partici-
pation of women in the Olympic Games to the gymnas-
tics competitions, swimming, tennis and skating.

Also on the agenda was the creation of a Technical 
Committee. It was agreed that:

“… such a committee would comprise a delegate from 
each national [sic] federation, which participates in 
the Olympic Games … This Technical Committee will 
meet at the invitation of the IOC President and only 
partially, if indicated so.”

The President mentioned that the Lake Placid  Committee 
had guaranteed reasonable prices for lodging and 
 accommodation of athletes and officials.37  The IOC 
 President also wrote enthusiastically to his Secretary that 
“The two American Committees will pay now that they 
are recognized”.38

Olympics and American Dollars

Edström had insisted that the statutory contribution to 
be paid by the Organizing Committee, which was dis-
cussed in Lausanne, should be high enough because of 
the distance, the costs of telegrams and Baillet-Latour’s 
planned visit.39 If no fixed sum was agreed upon in 
Lausanne, then William May Garland, the President of 
the California X Olympiad Association, should be told in 
Los Angeles that the price for organizing the Olympics in 
LA will be 1500 Dollars per year and that “… we will fix 
the price for the Winter Games at 1000 Dollars.”40 Five 
days later Baillet-Latour wrote to Berdez: “One should 
not wait to show his teeth to these Americans”.41

Baillet-Latour was optimistic that the two American 
committees (Lake Placid and Los Angeles) would pay 
now that they were recognized.42 However,  Frederick 
W. Rubien, the Secretary of the American Olympic 
 Association (AOA), deplored the IOC procedure to negoti-
ate directly with the bidding cities without taking into 
account the “desiderata” of the AOA, which had been 
severely criticized by certain of its members.43 Baillet-
Latour reacted by not reacting to Rubien’s letter and 
complained: “We are not at the end of our difficulties 
with the Americans.”44
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Dewey contested the proposed amount of 1000 Dollars 
and said that he had understood that that the amount 
requested would be 2500 Swiss Francs and he asked 
how much St.Moritz had paid in 1928.45 Berdez proposed 
that – in comparison to the 1500 SF paid by St.Moritz – 
an amount of 3000 SF (600 Dollars) for each of the four 
year (including 1932) would be sufficient.46

Baillet-Latour had high expectations from the planned 
visit of the French IOC and EC Member Marquis de Polignac 
to the USA in October and he asked Berdez to send him his 
correspondence with Dewey, but not without with the 
warning: “We will never finish with these Americans if 
we do not show our teeth from the beginning.”47

However, Polignac cancelled his trip to America and 
the preparations of the Games continued through in-
tensified correspondence.48 Dewey answered that he 
would change the name of his Organizing Committee 
into Committee of the IIIrd Winter Olympic Games. He 
was thankful for the reduction of the contribution and 
would arrange the payment. He was also going to send 
out the invitations to the different nations and he had 
already hired “a German engineer” for the construction 
of the ski runs.49 The contribution of 600 Dollars for 1929 
was received in November 50, but Berdez later explained 
that the money had arrived in the wrong hands:

“… the 600 Dollars of the Winter Games have arrived 
by error … in the hands of Baron de Coubertin, on his 
bank account of the Bureau de Pédagogie Sportive … 
Mr. de Coubertin has transferred the money to me and 
it is now registered on the IOC bank account.” 51 
 

This was Berdez “New Year message” to his boss, whose 
relationship with his predecessor had turned sour 
 because Coubertin kept acting as an intrusive “father in 
law” in all Olympic affairs. For instance, Baillet-Latour 
did not invite Coubertin to the Olympic Congress, which 
was planned in Berlin from 25 to 30 May 1930.52 Just  after 
New Year, Berdez drew the attention to the fact that 
Lake Placid had not paid its 1930 contribution in January 
193153, but these financial matters were later sorted out.

Clash on Ice: President Paul Loicq of the
International Ice Hockey League and the Americans

 Baillet-Latour asked his Secretary to inform Lake  Placid 
about the difference of opinion between the Lake 
 Placid Committee and his fellow countryman Paul Loicq, 
 President of the International Ice Hockey League (LIHG). 
Berdez was to tell the organizers that:

“…according to the Olympic statutes it is the Inter
national and not the National Federation which is in 
charge of organizing the Games … It would be pref
erable that the harmony should be restored between 
the International Federation and the American Ice 
Hockey Federation.” 54

The Brussels lawyer and ice hockey player Paul Loicq was 
President of the International Ice Hockey League (1922–
1947). He was probably very much concerned about 
his power base, now that ice hockey moved to North 
 America with its two mighty hockey nations, Canada 
and the US. He was very much a man of principle, not 
to say a “hair splitter”. Berdez wrote to the American 
IOC and EC Member General Charles H. Sherrill about the 
quarrel between Loicq of the LIHG and the local organiz-
ers.55 The whole dispute was also related to the attempt 
of the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) to gain control over 
the selection of US amateur teams for the Olympics.56

In November 1931, three months before the start of the 
Winter Games, there was still confusion about the maxi-
mum number of participants in the ice hockey squads. 
The LIHG President signalled an error in the Lake Placid 
program, which mentioned 13 players, whereas the LIHG 
had decided that 14 players were to be allowed plus an 
official.57 Berdez, who seemingly was losing his patience 
because of this tug-of-war between the LIHG and Lake 
Placid, noted that Loicq always spoke of 15 participants, 
including the official, but this official had nothing to do 
with the maximum number of 14 players.58 

Clash on Snow: the International Ski Federation
and the Lake Placid Organizing Committee

Colonel Ivar Holmquist, the Swedish President of the 
International Ski Federation (FIS) asked that the Games 
take place from February 19 to 27.59 Instead, Dewey pro-
posed that the Games last ten days, from Thursday 26th 

January to Saturday 6th February and asked for confir-
mation by cable.60 Baillet-Latour agreed with Dewey’s 
proposal and asked Berdez to cable: “Thursday to 
 Saturday satisfactory”.61

After its congress in Oslo in February 1930 and about a 
month before the Berlin IOC Congress in May, the FIS sent 
its “conditions” for its participation in the Winter Games 
to the IOC secretariat and put forward the names of its 
delegates at the congress. The FIS also announced that 
it would share the standpoint of FIFA concerning the 
question of the “broken time payments” (“manque à 
gagner”).62 This difficult question, which seriously jeop-
ardized the “holy” amateur principle of the Olympic 
Movement, was by-passed by the pragmatic solution of 
accepting the principle of the “paid leave” or “broken 
time” (“congé avec salaire payé”), agreed upon by the 
employer and the employee.63

FIS President Holmquist, who had always believed 
that neither the US nor Canada had the necessary com-
petence to organize ski events64, announced that he 
would be replaced by Dr. Pierre Minelle from France. 
He also asked that the IOC Bulletin specify that the re-
duction of the number of participants to three, did 
not apply to winter sports.65 Baillet-Latour asked his 
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 Secretary to mail Holmquist the photographs taken at 
Lake Placid and to tell him that “… they work there very 
actively”.66 He also confirmed that “the maxima do not 
concern the Winter Games”, which would suit both Lake 
Placid and Holmquist, but he saw no need that this note 
should be published in the Bulletin.67     

Bob till you drop

The French Count Renaud de la Frégeolière of the Inter-
national Bobsleigh and Tobogganing Federation (FIBT) 
reported to Lausanne that the FIBT Congress of Febru-
ary 7, 1929 in Davos had made a few proposals for the 
 program. Frégeolière had consulted his national fed-
erations on the question of the skeleton run in Los 
 Angeles [sic]. All were in favour, but expected only 3 or 4 
 competitors. He insisted that the local organizers should 
collaborate with the Swiss Colonel Thomas for the con-
struction of the run and stressed that the FIBT would not 
agree with a run such as the one in St.Moritz.68

Baillet-Latour had a copy of Frégeolière’s letter sent 
to Dewey and told him that he had charged General 
Sherrill, who was at that time visiting the US, to contact 
the Lake Placid Committee.69 In the mean time Dewey 
had replied to Frégeolière [Nov 5 1929] that he made the 
construction of the skeleton run dependent on the per-
manent admission of skeleton to the Olympic program.70 
From his hotel in Pau, Baillet-Latour wrote to Berdez 
that Lake Placid declined to construct the skeleton run 
and that he would inform Frégeolière.71 Frégeolière 
answered that Great Britain would probably not send 
a bob and skeleton team and that he feared that the 
number of participants would be minimal.72

Lake Placid had reacted by announcing that its 
 ”German engineer” would be sent to the FIBT Congress 
in Caux near Montreux on 24 January 1930, but the FIBT 
insisted that Thomas Badrutt should be sent to Lake 
Placid at the expenses of the Organizing Committee.

This power game between Frégeolière and Dewey kept 
going on, even after the Berlin Olympic Congress in 1930. 
Eventually, Dewey found a way out by promising to send 
Mr. Bjorn Blix to Europe to visit the major winter sports 
organizations and by announcing that the FIBT program 
was received in good order and had been accepted.73

Bjorn Blix, a one time ski instructor at Lake Placid and 
now promoted to International Secretary of the Organ-
izing Committee, made his European tour to visit the 
European National Olympic Committees by the end of 
1930. He made also a stop in Lausanne where he was 
received by Berdez, who commented: “Mr. Blix … seems 
to me to handle things the best way and in the most 
correct Olympic manner.”74 However, when Blix tried 
to extract more money for his mission, Dewey reacted 
 furiously and threatened Blix with legal action.75 Count 
de la Frégeolière reported that Lake Placid was keen to 

stage a demonstration of the skeleton, but that the FIBT 
refused to have it.76 

In October 1931 Frégeolière asked the secretariat 
whether the Irish Bobsleigh Federation was allowed to 
enter a team directly via the IOC because “… the Irish OC 
did not function”.77 Baillet-Latour was shrewd enough 
not to step into this pitfall and replied that he had im-
mediately contacted Mr. J. J. Keane, the IOC delegate 
in Dublin, in order to obtain clarification.78 The Irish OC 
reacted by demanding the general rules of the IOC and 
those for the constitution of National Olympic Com-
mittees, and sent at the same time the list of its official 
members and their addresses.79 Frégeolière kept asking 
information on the state of affairs of the Irish OC, but 
by then the Games were only three months away and 
in the event, no Irish bobsledders would make the run 
down Mount Van Hoevenberg in 1932.80  

   
Skating on Thin Ice  

By the end of February 1931, the programs for skiing 
and ice hockey at Lake Placid had been accepted, but 
there was not yet agreement on skating.81 Neverthe-
less, the Lake Placid Club New York sent a cable to the IOC 
 Secretariat in Lausanne: “… no statement of  programs 
proposed by neither Ski Federation or Ice Hockey 
League…”82 

President Ulrich Salchow of the International Skating 
Union (ISU), who had won the men’s singles in London 
in 1908, wrote that the definite program would be final-
ized at the ISU Congress in Vienna on 22-23 May 1931.83 
Dewey announced that he would come to that congress 
to discuss the skating procedures and hoped to meet 
the IOC president during the last week of May.84

After that Congress, Berdez was alerted by an article 
in Olympic news,85 which incorrectly stated that the 
IOC had admitted speed skating for women as a dem-
onstration sport at the IIIrd Olympic Winter Games.”86 
However, speed skating for women eventually appeared 
on the Lake Placid program for the first time in Olympic 
history and was held as a demonstration sport together 
with dog-sled racing and curling.87

At the Congress, it was also decided that the speed 
skating competitions would be disputed according to the 
American rules, which permitted the use of a mass start, 
the so called pack style.88 The implementation of these 
rules would cause great difficulties in the 10,000 m event 
and led to the so called Mulqueen incident.89 

Patrick J. Mulqueen, who was one of the nine timers 
of the speed skating competitions, was the  President of 
the Canadian Olympic Committee, who had launched 
the  Canadian bid to stage the 1932  Winter Games  either in 
Montreal or in Banff.90 He lodged a protest after  Alexander 
Hurd (CAN) was disqualified after the first heat and Frank 
Stack (CAN) after the second heat. Mulqueen got what 
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he wanted: both heats were re-skated and both Hurd 
and Stack qualified for the final of the 10,000 m, which 
was won by Irving Jaffee (USA). The  Norwegian  skater 
Ivar  Ballangrud ended second and Frank Stack third. 
The  Official Report is particularly vague about these inci-
dents, but Ture Widlund has given a  detailed overview of 
these troublesome skating events.91

 The IOC President consulted by mail his friend  Blonay 
in order to find out a proper sanction for the  Canadian 
 leader.92 Mulqueen wrote a letter to the President, ex-
plaining his reaction and offering his excuses.93 The 
majority of the EC, which was assembled as “Jury 
d’Honneur”, was of the opinion that the Mulqueen in-
cident at Lake Placid should be closed and that he should 
receive a reprimand, “… be it of a milder form …”94 

The IOC Congress in Berlin and
the Canadian Winter Games Claim         

In March 1930, James Merrick of the Canadian Olympic 
Committee (COC) made some proposals for the agenda in 
Berlin. He wanted discussion about removing the clause 
which prescribed priority to the country that  organizes 
the (Summer) Games in selecting host cities for the 
Winter Games. He also asked for the reduction of the 
competitors from four to two.95 Baillet-Latour was not 
pleased at all by these Canadian proposals :

“I am opposed to the proposed change by Mr. Merrick 
because I find it ‘souverainement’ unjust to withhold 
the Winter Games from the country which assumes the 
organization of the Summer Games.”96

Baillet-Latour was worried that Dewey might arrive too 
late in Berlin as he was only leaving on May 14 and sent a 
cable “Expecting you 22 … CIO”.97  At the opening of the 
Congress, the President  expressed his vision on the elite 
amateur ethos of the Olympic Games and ventilated his 
disdain for professional sportsmen:

“The stadiums are only open to an elite and the ap
plause which is given by the masses of spectators to 
some actors whose performances provoke sometimes 
an overacted enthusiasm, incites them too often to 

opt for professionalism, a kind of career that looks 
very rewarding at first sight but which real benefits 
are in most cases only a false mirror (like Magritte’s 
painting of 1928).”98

At the 1930 Empire Games in Hamilton
and a Blitz Visit to Lake Placid 

Count Henry de Baillet-Latour boarded the Empress of 
 Aus tralia in Southampton on 1 August 1930 for a trip to 
 Canada and the US. He had accepted an invitation to at-
tend the inaugural British Empire Games in  Hamilton, 
Ontario. Here for the first time, he saw a three tiered 
dais on which the medal winners stood during the 
award ceremony. He immediately ordered that this type 
of dais – rather than the traditional platform – be used 
at the Lake Placid Winter Games.99

He had only planned a very short visit to Lake Placid, 
coming from Plattsburg, N.Y. on the 30th of August and 
leaving for Montreal on the 1st of September.100 Before he 
left for North America, he requested Berdez to invite the 
Executive Committee Members to a Meeting in Paris on 
October 10 and 11 and also to invite the Members of the 
Council of Delegates of the International Federations to 
the same Meeting on October 11.101

The Belgian Participation in
the Lake Placid Winter Games 

Baillet-Latour was angered by the Dutch decision to 
withdraw from both Winter and Summer Games in 1932. 
“… after they had had the lucrative honour to organize 
the IXth Olympiad”, he wrote to his Swiss “Soul mate” 
Blonay to this effect.102 He therefore published an article 
in the Belgian press to counteract the negative  effect, 
which this “Dutch retreat” might have on his fellow 
countrymen and women. 

Baillet-Latour had succeeded Édouard de Laveleye 
as President of the Belgian Olympic Committee in 1923 
and made it an affair of honour that his country would 
be represented at the 1932 Winter Games.103 A small 
 Belgian delegation took off for the snow and ice fields 
of the Adirondacks. The four-men bob team consisted 
of its captain Max Houben and his comrades Louis Van 
Hege, Christian Hansez and Jacques Maus. They fin-
ished amongst the stragglers. The “Alphabetic List of 
Entries, including Reserves” in Lattimer’s report 104 also 
 mentions a certain Theo Marin from Belgium for the 
bobsleigh, who probably never set foot on American soil 
and who is “incognito” in Belgian sports history.

The Americans took first and second, the German 
bob team, which had been invited at the expense of 
the American organizers, finished third. One of the US 
gold medallists was Eddie Eagan, who had won light 
heavyweight boxing gold at the 1920 Games.105 He thus 
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 became the only Olympic competitor to win gold both in 
Summer and in Winter Games.

The two Belgian two-men bob teams of Houben/Van 
Hege and Hansez/Maus ended respectively ninth and 
tenth, but ahead of French and Austrian teams. Figure 
skater Yvonne de Ligne-Geurts carried the banner for 
Belgian women and eclipsed her male compatriots by 
finishing sixth.106 

The so-called Shady Corner on the Mount Van 
 Hoevenberg bob run in Lake Placid has a tragic post-
script in Belgian Olympic history. Max Houben, who 
had competed there in 1932 and who won silver in 1948 
in St. Moritz, came off at Shady Corner on 10 February 
1949 during the World Championships and died in the 
crash. His team mate Jacques Mouvet was also seriously 
 injured, but survived.107 

In Praise of Snowbizz

At a dinner for Governor Roosevelt and the other official 
guests at Lake Placid Club on February 4, President  Henry 
de Baillet-Latour gave a speech in which he congratu-
lated both Lake Placid for successfully organizing the 
IIIrd Olympic Winter Games and those countries which 
had responded to the invitation of the United States of 
America.108 The Count – in a democratic élan – declared 
to the invités of the Club, which Allen109 has qualified as 
“an elite and racist club”, that his gratitude went from 
the President of the III Olympic Winter Games to the last 
workman who, “… under heavy pressure, did his bit to 
make sure that the Arena would be ready in time”. After 
thanking Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt, he specially 
emphasized the role of Dr. Godfrey Dewey:

“… who, after leaving no stone unturned before this 
town had been selected by the International Olympic 
Committee, have given the best of your time and of 
your ability to face the obligations you had so gamely 
taken on.”110 

Before leaving America, Baillet-Latour gave a speech in 
Washington, D.C. on March 11 in which he sang again the 
praises of the Lake Placid Olympic organization: 

“You were working for an ideal to increase the love 
for winter sports in the United States with the view 
of augmenting the ranks of the Olympic family and 
of making Lake Placid the bestequipt [sic] resort for 
these sports. You have reacht [sic] these two goals.” 112

Conclusions: 
Running the Olympic Movement in Times of 
Depression and Coping with the Ghost of Coubertin

The preparations for the Lake Placid Games were carried 
out with continuous correspondence between  Secretary 
Berdez in Lausanne and the IOC President. Baillet-

Latour wrote his letters from his residence in Brussels, 
from the Donk Castle near Antwerp or from the various 
hotels in which he resided during his  frequent travels. 
Cablegrams were only seldom used and were mostly 
restricted to overseas correspondence. No  mention was 
made of telephone correspondence. They may have 
been used but in those days, detailed records of tele-
phone calls were not possible. 

Baillet-Latour corresponded with Berdez in a friendly 
but professional and pragmatic manner. On the other 
hand, he openly shared his feelings and problems 
with his Vice-President and closest confidant, Baron 
 Godefroy de Blonay, especially his difficult relationship 
with his predecessor Baron Pierre de Coubertin.

Baillet-Latour and Blonay had both been candidates to 
succeed Pierre de Coubertin as IOC President. The  election 
took place on 28 May 1925 during the 24th IOC Session in 
Prague. During the first round in which postal votes of 
absent Members were included, none of the candidates 
had received a suffucient majority: Baillet-Latour 17, 
Coubertin 11 and Blonay 6 votes. In the second round in 
which only the members who were present were allowed 
to vote, Baillet-Latour had received 19 of the 27 votes and 
was thus elected as the third IOC President.113

Blonay had occupied the office of IOC President on 
an interim basis from 1915 to 1919 while Coubertin was 
 serving France as a non-combatant during the First 
World War.114 In a circular letter, sent to the IOC Members 
in January 1916 by Blonay, Coubertin stated: 

“… I do not think it right that our Committee should be 
led by a soldier. I have therefore asked our  colleague 
and friend, Baron de Blonay, to perform the functions 
of President ad interim.”115

Blonay’s relationship with Coubertin, which was origi-
nally excellent, had slowly deteriorated after the war.116 
Lennartz has pointed out that there may have been a re-
luctance to elect Blonay for fear of offending  Coubertin.117 
Baillet-Latour, on the other hand, was considered to 
have always remained loyal to the French Baron. 

It seems that it was hard to appease Coubertin’s need 
for recognition and glorification. In  addition  Coubertin  
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had been confronted with a series of  financial and 
 family problems after stepping down from the 
 presidency.118 Baillet-Latour expressed his hope that 
“…  finally we will get rid of him”.119 He spoke of the 
 “dulicité”  (duplicity) of Coubertin120, of his “recrimi-
nations” and his lack of tact, and the fact that “… he 
wants money and  nothing but money …”121

Baillet-Latour also confided to Blonay about a more 
personal matter. His invalid wife had finally undergone 
an operation and did not enjoy her life.122 He wrote to 
him – in a sentimental mood – from Lake Placid: “I am 
missing your presence enormously. The days without 
you are not all that!”123 

The new President tried to remain polite, but some-
times he lost his diplomatic temper through  Coubertin’s 
continuous requests for recognition and financial 
 support. He wrote to his predecessor:

“May you chase your chimeras, which would facilitate 
us to concentrate on our main task of maintaining the 
Olympic tradition.” 124

Separated as they were in many ways, Baillet-Latour’s 
pragmatism contrasted starkly with Coubertin’s dog-
matism, both IOC Presidents had in common a misogy-
nous attitude towards the participation of women in 
the  Olympics.125 Coubertin, pointing his finger at IAAF 
 President and EC Member of the IOC, J. Sigfrid Edström, 
wrote to his successor: “Sweden is annoying with its 
unbending feminity.”126 

Count de Clary, the IOC Member of France, had proposed 
to celebrate Coubertin’s 70th anniversary by naming 
the Xth Olympic Games of Los Angeles “The  Coubertin 
 Olympiad”, but the latter had firmly turned down 
the proposal qualifying it as “… ridiculous and anti- 
Olympic”.127 The proposal was replaced by a ceremony in 
honour of Coubertin in Lausanne on the 11th and 12th of 
June 1932.128 

After all, “noblesse oblige” and the Count paid his due 
respects to the Baron when he sent him the following 
telegram from Lake Placid: 

“At the opening day of the third Olympic Games … three 
cheers were given in your honor and all of us your faith
ful admirers sano [sic] long live Pierre de Coubertin”129 

This cablegram was later reinforced by a personal  letter 
from Godfrey Dewey to the founder of the Modern 
 Olympic Games:

“…although we were faced with the worst  winter 
weather in the whole history of the United States 
Weather Bureau added the to the worst  economic 
 depression in the history of the modern games, the 
entire program was completed successfully … We 
 cabled you from the opening of the Games, when 
tribute was once more paid to your splendid vision 
and leadership …” 130 �
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Fifty years ago, on the 17th December 1962, Carl Diem died 
in Cologne. Who was he?

Carl Diem was probably the most significant German 
sports official as a source of ideas, as organizer and re-
searcher. He was respected, admired, but he was always 
also a controversial figure.

Diem was born in 1882 in Augsburg and grew up in 
Berlin. He came from a petit-bourgeois background. 
When his father, an unsuccessful merchant, fled more 
or less overnight to America, Carl Diem had to leave the 
high school he attended. He became a cloth salesman 
and began to work his way up.

While still a young man he founded sports clubs and 
organized sports meetings. Georg Demmler, one of the 
pioneers of German sport and the founder and first 
President of the German Sports Authority for  Athletics 
(DSBfA), made him his minute secretary in 1904. The 
DSBfA, predecessor of today’s Deutsche Leichtathletik-
Verband (DLV), was at that time an organization with 
only a few thousand members.

But Diem’s real career began in 1906, when he was able 
to report for three newspapers on the II International 
 Olympic Games in Athens. In doing so, he was among the 
first Germans to make a career out of sports journalism.

In the evenings Diem attended Berlin University as 
a guest student to improve his education. At the same 
time, his sporting career took a steep upward curve.By 
1909 he had become President of the DSBfA,  organizer of 
the first German indoor sports meeting. By 1912 he had 
been appointed General Secretary of the Organizing 
Committee for the 1916 Games in Berlin (These Games did 
not ultimately take place because of the war). In 1914, he 
took on the job of General Secretary of the  German  Reichs 
Committee for Olympic Games (from 1917  Reichs Commit-
tee for Physical  Education). He met Pierre de  Coubertin for 
the first time in 1913 at the Olympic  Congress in Lausanne. 
From then on they enjoyed a lifelong friendship. 

It was during the period of the Weimar Republic that 
he enjoyed his greatest successes. He had the idea of 
founding the Deutsche Hochschule für Leibesübungen 
(German College of Physical Education) in Berlin. It was 
the first sports university in the world and Diem was its 
Prorector for 13 years.

He was General Secretary of the German Olympic 
 Committee and Chef de Mission of the German  Olympic 

teams in 1928 in St. Moritz and Amsterdam, and in 1932 
in Los Angeles. He undertook expeditions to the USA 
and Japan, organized conferences and wrote numerous 
books, in total over 50 on various types of sport as well 
as over 3000 other publications.

A few days before the "Machtergreifung"  when the 
Nazis seized power in 1933, an Organizing Committee 
for the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games was formed. Theo-
dor Lewald became President and Carl Diem General 
 Secretary. Diem was derided by the National Socialists 
as a “white Jew”1 – the background being that numer-
ous Jews studied and taught at the College of Physical 
 Education. Liselott Bail, whom he married in 1930 and 
with whom he had four children, also had a Jewish 
grandmother. 

In the spring of 1933 Diem lost his posts. The Nazis left 
him only as General Secretary of the Organizing Com-
mittee, after Lewald, who was also being attacked as he 
had a Jewish father and in the phraseology of the Nazis 
was considered a “half-Jew”, had made it clear to Hitler 

Carl Diem – 
Still Controversial 50 Years On
By Karl Lennartz and Jürgen Buschmann 
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that Germany ran the risk of losing the Olympic Games 
otherwise. Thereupon Hitler ordered that he attacks on 
Lewald and Diem to cease.2

As General Secretary Diem sparkled with ideas,  together 
with Coubertin he conceived the ceremonies for the 
opening of the Games. His most enduring ”invention” 
was the Olympic torch relay, carried out for the first time, 
with the lighting of the Olympic flame at Olympia.

It was the first time that a totalitarian regime had used 
all its political and financial means to ensure that the 
biggest Olympic Games until that date were carried out. 
However it was due to Lewald and Diem that the Games 
complied with the Olympic Charter. Like many crowned 
heads previously, the leading Nazis exploited the Games 
to portray themselves in a pompous way. Hitler, who 
liked to be worshipped as “the Peace Chancellor”, and 
his ministers were to be seen daily in the stadia.

Hitler was so pleased with the propaganda success of 
these Games that Diem was able also to persuade him to 
allocate money for excavations at Olympia.  Digging went 
on there almost to the end of the war but the stadium 
remained undiscovered. After the war, Diem asked the 
German Sports Federation(DSB) for an  unusual present 
to mark his 75th birthday. It was the financial backing for 
the excavation of the stadium,  inaugurated in 1961 in 
the presence of the entire IOC.

In 1938 Diem had become Director of the  International 
 Olympic Institute (IOI), which was financed by the 
 German Reich and supported by the IOC. To this organi-
zation Coubertin left his entire written estate, which 
went up in flames during a 1944 bombing raid on  Berlin. 
As early as 1938, Diem had expressed the idea of creat-
ing an International Olympic Academy in Olympia  but 
this did not become a reality until 1961. Then with the 
help of Greek IOC Member Jean Ketseas, the first ses-
sion of the IOA was able to take place in modest acco-
modation. Today  almost 300 Young Participants from 
nearly 100 countries take part in the annual sessions.

When in 1939 the IOC allocated the Winter  Olympics 
again to Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Diem was once 
more General Secretary of the Organizing Committee, 
 although it soon had to cease its activities during the 
war. At the same time the regime made use of Diem’s 
good reputation abroad.

The German sports supremo (“Reichssportführer”) 
Hans von Tschammer und Osten nominated him as 
leader of the “Sportgau Ausland” (sport in foreign 
 countries). That did not prevent the Nazis from de-
nouncing him in the same breath as a “friend of the 
Jews”, which was in fact the case: in the 1936 Organizing 
 Committee Diem employed several Jewish colleagues 
including the  archaeologist Alfred Schiff.

In 1947 Diem, who had not been a Nazi party  member, 
founded the Deutsche Sporthochschule in Cologne, 
 remaining its Rector until his death. He tried in vain to 

create a National Olympic Committee to enable German 
athletes to compete in the 1948 Olympic Games.
The IOC however thought it was still too early for 
this, and Diem was only invited as a guest to  London 
by IOC President J. Sigfrid Edström. The celebrated    
“Mr. Olympia” was also present in Helsinki (1952), 
 Cortina and Melbourne (1956) and Rome (1960). By this 
time he had also been awarded the Olympic Order. 

Diem became Secretary of the German NOC on its 
 re-establishment in 1949, but he remained the target 
for increasingly violent criticism. The German  Social 
Democrats took him to task for what they saw as his 
"collaboration" with the Nazi regime. In the fifties 
he was the target of East German propaganda. In the 
 seventies the left wing student movement set their 
sights on him and this was repeated in the nineties. 

To this day, opinions are divided, and his writings are 
offered up by both sides as justification for their posi-
tions. They are still irreconcilably opposed. With pains-
taking precision Diem’s writings are examined sentence 
by sentence to track down incriminating material. But 
no sensations have emerged. The only matter for con-
flict is offered by a Diem speech delivered on 18 March 
1945 to the “Hitler Youth” (HJ) called up for military 
 service and to the men of the “Volkssturm”, who were 
 supposed to stop the Red Army outside Berlin. However 
accounts of the content of the speech are essentially 
based on often contradictory contemporary statements.

The actual speech has however not been handed 
down. All that survive are three yellowed and barely 
legible sheets of paper with brief headings, including 
a quotation by the Greek poet Tyrtaios, who lived in the 
7th century BC and in his “calls to battle” summoned the 
Spartans to a sacrificial death.

While Diem’s critics on this account accuse him of 
 being an accomplice in the death of young people. 
Those who speak in his defence his defenders be-
lieve that he was forced to make this “keep on to the 
end” speech. In order not to use Hitler as a model for 
the young men, he took refuge in antiquity. That was 
Diem’s explanation anyway, expressed to his doctor, 
Professor Wildor Hollman, later famous as a  researcher 
in the heart and circulation.

The Carl Diem Institute, later the Carl and Liselott Diem 
Archiv was founded at the Deutsche Sporthochschule 
in Cologne in 1964 to preserve his estate and promote 
 further research in the Olympic field. Karl Lennartz led 
it from 1989 until his retirement in 2005. His  successor 
as  director of today’s Olympic Studies Centre is Jürgen 
Buschmann. �

1 Die Deutsche Sportjugend fordert: Neue Männer an die Spitze!, in: 
Völkischer Beobachter, 1 April 1933.

2 Bundesarchiv (Barch) R 43 II 729, Notiz Chef der Reichskanzlei 
 Lammers, 4 April 1933.
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The 119th IOC Session, held in Guatemala in July of 2007, 
adopted a proposal to organize a Youth Olympic Games 
(YOG). IOC President Jacques Rogge told his member-
ship that the YOG concept was not simply about  sporting 
excellence but was also to embrace educational and 
 cultural programs. Juan Antonio Samaranch, IOC Honor-
ary President, declared the idea of youth sports games 
to be the most significant step in the latest development 
of the Olympic Movement, a step with a perspective on 
the future.1 

It is obvious that the idea didn’t arise out of thin air. 
Back in 1969, a group of prominent sport figures,  headed 
by Giulio Onesti, then President of the Italian NOC; and 
Raoul Mollet, then President of the Belgium NOC; pro-
posed that an Olympic Youth Games be organized. The 
IOC turned down their proposal.2 

But eleven years later, in 1980, when Juan Antonio 
 Samaranch was elected IOC President, the Committee’s 
 attitude toward youth and teenage sport changed. It is 
true that almost a further decade passed before the IOC 

Session adopted a resolution to organize the European 
Youth Olympic Days (EYOD). The Association of European 
NOC, presided over at the time by Jacques Rogge, had 
initiated the resolution. The first large-scale competi-
tion of its kind for young European athletes aged from 
14 to 17 was held in Brussels in 1991. Some 2048 athletes 
and  officials, representing 33 NOC, participated. 

Since 2001, the European Youth Olympic Festival 
(EYOF) has been held every two years. Since 1993 there 
has also been a winter version of the EYOF. The tenth 
EYOF, held in Finland in 2009, drew 2500 participants. 

Meanwhile, in the nineties, two jubilee dates were 
fast approaching – the 100th Anniversary of the IOC 
(1994) and the 100th Anniversary of the first modern 
 Olympic Games (1996)3. It became the unquestion-
able stimulus for developing teenage sport as part of 
the Olympic Movement. For example, in 1993, at the 
event for teenagers held in Moscow, there were dis-
cussions about how Russia’s capital would celebrate 
the  Olympic  Movement’s 100th Anniversary. As early as 

From the World Youth Games 1998 in 
Moscow to the Youth Olympic Games
By Lev Kofman, Executive Director, Russia’s Executive WYG Directorate
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September 1994, the  Olympic Youth Games, dedicated 
to the 100th anniversary of  Olympic Movement, were 
held in  Moscow. In the Moscow Games, representatives 
from 38 countries participated alongside young Russian 
 competitors. The program of the Games included events 
in 14 sports  involving 1855 teams.

In March 1995, the Moscow Winter Games of Olympic 
Hopes took place. The Games had competititions in a 
range of age groups for schoolchildren and students. 
Over 1.3 million participants competed for awards in 10 
different sports. Young athletes from 32 Russian cities, 
as well as teenagers from the Ukraine, Belarus, Hungary, 
Poland and Sweden were among the participants who 
competed against Moscow teenagers.4              

At the post competition debrief, a large scale inter-
national competition for young athletes was proposed 
in the Russian capital. In October 1995, Juan  Antonio 
 Samaranch received a deputation from Moscow at 
the IOC headquarters in Lausanne. At the meeting 
with  Samaranch, the essence of the idea and a model 
 program of large-scale competitions for young people, a 
first in the history of the International Sport and Olympic 
Movement, were presented. The IOC President gave his 
general approval and confirmed his support in a formal 
document. The letter runs as follows: 

“Dear friends!
The International Olympic Committee was delighted 
to learn of your desire to organize international youth 
competitions in Moscow for the summer of 1998. 
We were also very pleased to meet with the Russian 
 delegation in Lausanne, when the delegation leader 
Mr. Viktor Korobchenko, first deputy Premier of the 
Moscow government, personally explained the basic 
concept of these competitions.
After negotiations and careful study of the documents 
the Russian delegation brought to our headquar
ters in Lausanne, I am happy to inform you that the 
 International Olympic Committee fully supports the 
idea of organizing largescale international compe
titions for young people in Moscow in the summer of 
1998, and we are ready to offer our patronage to these 
competitions. This means that in addition to every
thing else the Olympic flag can be raised at all loca
tions where competitions are held in different sports. 
However the word “Olympic” should not be used in 
the name of the Moscow competitions. 
The competitions must not extend for more than nine 
days, including 
Marquis de Samaranch
January 8th 1996” 6

The Executive WYG Directorate then suggested  several 
 versions: Youth Olympic Games, Games of Olympic 
Hopes, and World Youth Games etc. The IOC President 
chose World Youth Games. On March 15th 1996 in his 
 letter to ROC President Vitaly Smirnov, the IOC President 

confirmed the IOC’s support of the Moscow Games and 
the name in English and in French.7

On April 15th of the same year, all preliminary arrange-
ments were accepted with the signing of an agreement 
between the IOC, the city of Moscow and the Russian 
 Olympic Committee (ROC).8 All the further work on  staging 
the World Youth Games (WYG) and its structural units was 
based on this document and on the rules and regulations 
of the Olympic Charter. 

The government of Moscow, the Executive Board of 
the ROC and the State Committee for Physical Culture 
and Tourism of the Russian Federation signed a joint 
 statement to set up the Executive WYG Directorate for 
operative management and coordinated actions of all 
WYG units and services.

I was honored to head the Directorate. The thing 
was that the Executive WYG Directorate was set up on 
the base of the Moscow City Physical Culture and Sport 
 organization.The Executive Directorate of the WYG was 
established on the same lines as the Moscow City  Physical 
Culture and Sport Organization (MGPhSO). It was set up in 
1988, and I have been its General Director since the start.    

The Directorate began with detailed planning of the 
main sport, scientific and cultural programs which 
would be offered to participants and guests of the WYG.
In preparation for the sporting program, a secretariat 
was established and judges and organizing secretaries 
were appointed. Individual sport directors were also 
appointed.

The WYG Executive Directorate maintained regular 
contact with IOC management and services. As a re-
sult of the link, the problem of using Olympic symbols 
was solved, the emblem and token of the Games ap-
proved. The programs and regulations of the Games, the 
 timing, the age of the participants and other produc-
tion  moments were checked with the IOC. “The  Olympic 
 Solidarity” program occupied a special part in our 
 relationship with the IOC. It allowed material help to 31 
NOC of countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

 Together with the Russian Sport Federations we con-
stantly consulted with the International Federations, 
responsible for sports included in the WYG 98 program. 
In all there were 98 disciplines.

The International Federations offered considerable 
support and included the WYG in their calendars. There 
was also liaison with IFs on a range of matters including 
age limits, the disciplines and events to be included, 
competition regulations and appointment of techni-
cal delegates, judges etc. All IF Presidents and General   
 Secretaries were invited to the Games as guests.

As already mentioned, the Olympic Charter became 
the legal grounds for the World Youth Games in Moscow. 
Based on the Charter, the main legal WYG act – “the 
Agreement on the World Youth Games-1988” – was 
signed on April 15th 1998.9
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 Federation. 
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On advice of the IOC management, our  Executive 
 directorate worked closely with IFs to determine the 
man principles for selection of teams and partici-
pants based on world and regional rankings. In the 
selected kind of sport and the potential possibili-
ties of the host-city – the WYG organizer – to  receive 
a certain amount of participants for each exact kind 
of sport; as well as the wishes of each NOC. The maxi-
mum possible number of participants for each 
 discipline and for each sport as a whole was fixed.

After composing a preliminary list of the countries, 
the maximum case scenario was established and as the 
competition drew nearerthe list was revised based on 
more realistic figures from each NOC. 

As a result sport delegations from 131 NOC participated 
in the sport program of the WYG-98. The characteristics 
of the WYG-98 sport program in figures run as follows in 
tables 1 and 2.10 

A total of 7842 participants came to Moscow. Among 
the guests of the Games were 5200 athletes, 520 judges, 
over two thousand officials. There were 32 IOC  Members 
with their President at the head, 15 heads of ISF, 43 NOC 
leaders, 15 ministers of sport and heads of state sport 
organizations. Athletes from 68 countries won 523 
 medals of different value! 

The festival of 32 demonstration (non-Olympic) sports 
became an important event in the WYG’s unofficial sport 
program. The festival was included in the program at 
the request of the corresponding ISF and national sport 
federations whose leaders were not only present at the 
Games, but also actually prepared and held competi-
tions and demonstration shows in their kinds of sport at 
the same time.

47 top venues in Moscow were selection for competi-
tion and training. Competitions were held at 25  venues. 
More than 1.5 million spectators attended the sport 
events during the Games. The competitions took place at 
the fully reconstructed  “Luzhniki” Stadium and at  other 
leading venues in the city. A new  Olympic  Village was 
built in a very short time for the participants. About 6000 
young athletes lived in the five houses of the  Village. 
They had the best facilities for living, training and re-
laxation. It should be mentioned that the government 
of Moscow underwrote all the expenses connected with 

 construction and hosting. The IOC program of Olympic 
Solidarity paid part of the  expenses dealing with return 
air fares based on the  formula “2 plus 1”. 

While constructing the Olympic Village, the  Organizing 
Committee took into consideration the rules and reg-
ulations of the Olympic Charter: optimum facilities for 
living, relaxation and preparation for the competitions. 
The route from the Village to the main sport center of 
the Games – the Luzhniki Sport Complex –took no more 
than 10-15 minutes by bus, which was a very important 
factor. The Olympic Village was constructed at minimum 
expense in record time – in only 16 months. It was  taken 
into consideration that after the Games, the  Olympic 
Village would be turned into a residential  region of 
Moscow. 

NOC projections on potential participation suggested 
that, including teams and officials, there would be over 
7500 participants. It was far beyond the facilities of the 
Olympic Village. That’s why the Organizing  Committee 
made a decision not to limit the NOC’s claims, but 
 arrange a second  village. 

The hotel complex, Izmailovo, was used for this pur-
pose. There were 1704 people – athletes and officials 
from the NOC delegations in wrestling, artistic gymnas-
tics and swimming – housed there. The two Villages 
were connected by regular bus service. The participants 
had an opportunity of mixing and visiting any location. 

The World Youth Games formally began on June 23, 
1998. In a special ceremony on the Hill of Pnyx in Athens, 
a group of priestesses lit a flame from the bright beams 
of the Greek sun. After the Official Ceremony, this was 
placed in a special lamp and sent the same day by plane 
to Adler, a suburb of Sochi. From there it started on its 
way to Moscow. From Sochi to Moscow the flame of the 
Games passed through 18 Russian cities before reaching 
the Russian capital.

During the 3335 km route, about 5000 young  Russians – 
winners of preliminary regional competitions, 
 accompanied the torch. At each stage, five assistants, in 
accordance with the number of continents, accompa-
nied the bearers of the torch. 

To commemorate participation in the relay, each 
torchbearer received a pin, a medal and a diploma of 
certification that they had been relay participants. The 
mayor of each city on the route received a torch to be 
ever kept permanently in the city museum. 

The flame of the World Youth Games was lit on July 
13th by Teddy bear – the grandson of the mascot of the 
Olympic Games-80 (Misha). The Teddy bear personi-
fied continuity of the Olympic traditions at the Opening 
 Ceremony. 

World-renown Russian coaches, who had brought 
up several generations of Olympic champions, car-
ried the flag of the WYG to the stadium. The Opening 
 Ceremony consisted of the prologue – a sport dancing 

Table 1 

General number of the 

NOC and participants

Continent NOC   Athletes

    Boys Girls Total

Europe  45  1585 1121 2706

Asia  35  622 335 957

Africa  27  260 202 462

America  20  301 228 529

Oceania  4  15 7 22

Total  131*  2783 1893 4676

*Six of the NOC delegations had only observers.
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suite, a  cosmic gift, carnival procession, and parade of 
flags, sport suite, the rituals of opening and lighting the 
 cauldron, clowns’ sketch and a grand final. More than 
5500 people took part in the ceremony. 

The Opening Ceremony at the Olympic Stadium in 
Luzhniki was not the only innovative celebration. 
There were innovations at the closing of the Games, 
where the spectators watched a parade of champi-
ons and prizewinners of the Games, while champions 
from six  countries, who had competed in track and field 
 athletics, lowered the flag of the WYG. After the  Closing 
Ceremony, all the participants and guests of the World 
Youth Games and the participants of the festival of 
demonstration program of the Games continued the 
celebration in the Moscow Kremlin, in the Red Square, 
in other squares and streets of Moscow. 

There were also many innovations in the way the 
Games were publicized in the media; in the usage of 
the latest TV technologies; in the publicity the Games 
were given in our country, as well as in the countries 
of CIS and abroad. The TV reports from the Opening and 
 Closing Ceremonies and sport competitions were broad-
cast in more than one hundred countries (BBC, Euro 
News, Eurosport, SNTV and others).

For the first time in the history of Russian TV there 
was a direct transmission through the Internet.  During 
the period of the Games, from July 11th to 19th, about 
1.3 million hits to the site were registered. A great 
number of emails came, among them many to the 
 participants of the competitions from their parents and 
friends. 

Besides the traditional press-center of the Games 
(similar to the one at the Olympic Games) there was 
also the very popular main children’s press center. 
Some 2747 journalists were accredited, 653 of them were 
 foreigners.

The World Youth Games, which were held under the 
motto “M oscow is an open world of childhood”, be-
came a bright event not only for sport, but also in the 
cultural life of the capital of Russia. They confirmed 
Moscow as having the reputation of boasting one of the 
largest cultural centers in the world. During the Games, 
festivals of national cultures and sports, World Youth 
Music Forum, competitions in children’s drawings, 
national dance, contests of folklore and choral compa-
nies from regions of Russia and other countries of the 
world were held. With this aim, special cultural-sport 
centers were opened in all the regions of  Moscow. 
Eighty-seven amateur companies, uniting 3000 chil-
dren, took part in the final gala-concert of the festival, 
“Moscow Bouquet – for the guests and participants 
of the World Youth Days”. More than 25,000 partici-
pated in the 19 central programs and other enterprises. 

 The culmination of the cultural program was an open-
air concert in Red Square, given by a united symphony 

orchestra of young musicians from nearly 90 countries. 
It was conducted by one of the great modern musicians, 
Maestro Valery Georgiev. 

The International Forum “Youth – Science – 
 Olympism”, opened by the IOC President, was held 
from July 14th to 18th. The Forum was under the patron-
age of the International Council for Physical Education 
and Sport Science (CIEPSS). More than 250 scientists 
and practical workers from 41 countries representing 
five continents took part in  discussions. At the request 
of the Forum’s Organizing  Committee the International 
 Council for Physical  Education and Sport Science granted 
its  patronage to the  Forum, and noted that the Forum’s 
aims and its international nature clearly agreed with 
the CIEPSS aims. 

The Forum had three conferences: “The Olympic 
Movement and social processes” (trends: philosophy, 
sociology, pedagogy, history, arrangement, economics, 
law); “Sport for young people in the XXI century” (social 
backgrounds, building the necessity of practicing sport, 
the psychological problems of sport for young people); 
“Practice of Olympic upbringing (organization and 
 program providing of the Olympic upbringing, Fair Play 
and the Youth, sport-humane movement SpArt”); and 
finally an open seminar for the Presidents of National 
Olympic Academies ( the arrangement of their  activities, 
promotion of Olympism, coordination of scientific 
 research). 155 reports were presented to the Forum. In 
total 96 reports, which reflected the latest results of 
 scientific research concerning the problems included in 
the theme of the Forum were delivered. 

Sports  NOC  Participants

    Boys Girls Total

Basketball  25  190 191 381

Freestyle Wrestling  51  235  235

Greek-Roman   46  227  227

Wrestling

Volleyball  22  191 190 381

Handball  13  112 98 210

Artistic  59  162 147 309

Gymnastics 

Rhythmic  48   184 184

Gymnastics

Judo  70  281 174 455

Athletics  87  382 296 678

Swimming  62  255 173 428

Synchronized   23   137 137

Swimming

Tennis  56  98 74 172

Table Tennis  55  162 111 273

Fencing  50  200 118 318

Football  16  288  288

Total  131*  2783 1893 4676

*Six of the NOC delegations had only observers.

Table 2

General number of 

the NOC and athletes 

by sports
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The Moscow declaration “Youth Science Olympism”-  
adopted by all the participants has had an important 
impact. One of the issues of the document runs as 
 follows: 

“Studying the historic aspect of the Olympic  Movement 
and the origin of the Olympic Winter Games is  giving 
the first Games in Chamonix the official  Olympic  status 
 after their having been held showed that in case of 
IOC’s  possible and favorable  decision con cerning 
regular  conduct of the world youth  multisport 
c ompetitions with the name ‘Olympic’, the World 
 Olympic community has all the grounds to recognize 
the World Youth Games in 1998 in Moscow to be the 
first of such competitions, with the corresponding 
change of the name”. 11 
                   

 Afterword

These first World Youth Games were considered a 
great success. Such was the unanimous decision of 
the  participants, coaches, representatives and leaders 
of the teams, leaders and members of the IOC, ISF, NOC, 
representatives of sport science, multimillion army of 
TV audience, fans, – all the world sport public. When 
the Organizing Committee met the IOC for a debrief in 
 December 1998 President Samaranch indicated that the 
would study what had taken place in great detail. He 
said: “… it was difficult to imagine that such a grand 
project could be implemented in less than three years. I 
have no doubt that among the participants of the World 
Olympic Games there are many future participants of 
the Olympiads. I hope Moscow will set an example for 
the organizers of large competitions in the XXI century”.  

The delegation of the Organizing Committee and the 
WYG Executive Directorate were confident that a second 
such Games would be staged in 2002 and that these 
would be styled "Youth Olympic Games" for the first 
time.

As a result of the success of the Games, the Mayor, his 
deputy and the author of this article were all awarded 
the Olympic Order. According to the Russian Federation 
President, about a thousand people working in the ROC, 
Moscow City Council, MCPhSO and some other organi-
zations of the capital, as well as coaches, journalists, 
volunteers etc. were awarded with state orders, med-
als and other honorary awards and ranks of the Russian 
Federation. 

 The experience of our Games proved not only  useful 
as a future model of organizing such competitions, 
but also as a hand to International and National Sport 
 Federations, National Olympic Committees and  other in-
terested organizations in developing sport for  children 
and the youth all over the world, within our  Olympic 
Family, while the World Youth Games have  become 
 another Olympic tradition as well as a prototype for the 
first Youth Olympic Games.

 To make this a reality, there were a number of  pressing 
matters which concerned all parties.

First: a purely sport aspect. It was necessary to  define 
the status of the World Youth Games and where it 
stood in the hierarchy of international sporting events 
in the calendar. The progression from WYG to Olympic 
Games on one hand and to world championships on 
the other would also have to be established. It was ad-
visable to start organizing continental, regional youth 
games, such as the European Youth Olympic Days, 
which could be a step towards choosing national del-
egations for  participation in the World Youth Games. 
It was also  necessary to give the World Youth Games a 
certain  classification so that the winners and prizewin-
ners in their countries could officially have a status of 
 candidates to national Olympic teams. In any case, the 
sport principle means the sport results achieved by the 
participants of the World Youth Games; the  stability 
of the results should serve as a criterion for selecting 
young athletes and a stimulation for growth of their 
sport craft (as well as an inspiration to work with young 
athletes). 

Second: economic aspect. With the assistance of the 
International Olympic Committee we had hoped, while 
preparing for the next games, to work out a competi-
tive product that would be in demand as a commer-
cial commodity in the international sport market, and 
would present economic and financial interest to the 
world’s leading corporations on the one hand, and to 
the most important sponsors on the other. The  provision 
of  economic and financial support for sports schools 
for teenagers has always been a problem,  particularly 
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in  developing countries. It concerns not only  financial 
 support to national youth teams in different countries, 
but also the system of individual support to  talented 
young  athletes, and mainly to sport organizations for 
children and young people. With this aim in view it is 
 advisable to set up an international association of sport 
organizations for children and young people, a  special 
IOC Commission on the problem of sport in this age 
group.  

Third: information and publicity. Working out a  special 
public relations system and ways of  disseminating 
widespread information through the media, Inter-
net and other developing forms and types of commu-
nications. Our main strategy was to try and break into 
the international sports news agenda and making the 
experience of our Games the property of all the inter-
national sport public. 

Another aspect of our work was directed at the 
 consolidation of the world sport public forces in order to 
make the WYG a tradition. We thought of organizing the 
Games every four years in various cities across different 
countries and continents. 

The idea was developed at the meeting of represent-
atives from different countries during the Games in 
 Moscow. As a result, an initiative working group consist-
ing of 16  representatives from the five continents was set 
up. It was decided to set up a permanent  International 
 Coordinating Committee to organize the next World 
Youth Games. Its main task was to coordinate the work 
between the IOC, International Sport Federations, NOC, 
other international and national sport, youth,  cultural, 
educational, governmental and non-govern mental 
organizations on the one hand, and the Organizing 
 Committees of the future World Youth Games on the 
 other. The Coordinating Committee was also  supposed 
to render the Organizing Committees practical assistance 
in organizing the World Youth Games. The experience of 
our past reports on the organization of our Games made 
by the management of the Executive  Directorate of the 
Games and the International Coordinating Committee at 
the General Assemblies of AGFIS  (Monaco,  October 1998), 
Pan American Sport organizations  (Mexico City,  October 
1999), European Olympic Committees (St.  Petersburg, 
 October 1999) showed that the work of the Coordinating 
Committee was moving in the right direction. The head-
quarters of the committee was in Moscow, and set up on 
the same lines as the Organising Committee of the 1998 
WYG.

Before that, in March 1999, Nikolai Borovkov,  General 
Director of the WYG Coordinating Committee (which was 
set up at the end of 1998), its Secretary-General Oleg 
 Milshteyn and I visited Brussels. At the NOC of  Belgium 
we were received by the President of the European 
 Olympic Committees, a member of the IOC Executive 
Board, ANOC Vice-President, founder of the European 

Youth  Olympic days (festivals), the present IOC  President 
Jacques Rogge. I informed Dr. Rogge about the first 
steps of our newly born committee; about its charter; 
about our discussions with the IOC President; about the 
possible  meeting of the board members of the  newly 
formed committee with the IOC President at the IOC 
Head quarters in Lausanne; about our plans and activi-
ties aimed at  organizing the next games in 2002, and 
also about a possibility of the IOC recognizing the WYG 
 Committee as well as some other issues. 

Rogge was guarded in his response. He wanted to 
 review the information he had received and compare 
it with the information he'd already received about our 
plans for a second Games in 2002. He did not sound 
particularly optimistic but stressed that if they were to 
be held, the National Olympic Committees should take 
the lead.
It was not the most positive outcome, but it became 
clear to me that Rogge was most likely to become IOC 
President at the forthcoming election in Moscow in 2001 
(at the 112th IOC Session), was obvious to me. 

The planned meeting of the members of the WYG 
board, with Juan Antonio Samaranch in Lausanne, was 

more positive even though Samaranch diplomatically 
avoided the issue of IOC recognition. He also advised 
against finding another host city for the second Games. 
He felt that in the time which remained Moscow was the 
best choice to host the Games as any other country was 
unlikely to be able to stage the games in such a short 
time. “There in Moscow you have got the experience of 
organizing the 1998 Games.” The members of the WYG 
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International Coordinating Committee were delighted 
and inspired by the meeting with Samaranch.  

My colleagues from the WYG Board and I were invit-
ed to meet with the President of Malaysian NOC, Prince 
Tunku Imran (at that time he was President of the 
 International Badminton Federation, but wasn’t yet an 
IOC member). After meeting with the sport leadership 
of his country, making acquaintances, being shown 
fantastic ultramodern sport constructions of the capital 
Kuala Lumpur, it was a disappointment to be told that 
financial constraints made them unable to organize the 
Games. 

During the ANOC Session in Mexico City, the members 
of the WYG Board were received by Mario Vázquez Raña, 
who was then an IOC Member, ANOC President, President 
of the Mexican NOC and head of the Olympic Solidarity 
Foundation. He gave us hope that Mexican Guadalajara 
was  likely to consider the possibility of  organizing the 
WYG there, but it could hardly take place in 2002. How-
ever, it might happen later.     

Hope appeared at the next ANOC meeting with the IOC 
Board, in May 2000 in Rio de Janeiro. At the Session of 
the ANOC Board, I was given the floor and informed the 
Board about the situation concerning the second WYG. 
The next speaker was Mario Pescante - the IOC  Member 
from Italy, a member of the ANOC Board, Vice-President 
of European Olympic Committees and  President of CONI. 
Mario Pescante sounded neutral: the Moscow Games 
showed that it was a necessary thing to do, but he was 
unsure as to the next step.   

Another speaker, the ROC Vice-President Alexander 
 Kozlovski was naturally more positive. His opinion was 
that the second WYG should be held in  Moscow in 2002. 
Jacques Rogge said that the Games were certain to be 
held but the date and duration were still to be fixed. 
President Vázquez Raña concluded: “Let us discuss the 
problem tomorrow at the Session of the ANOC  General 
 Assembly together with the IOC Board.” (The President 
kept his word. We had had already a long  discussion 
with him and he had promised to do it).  Alisia Masoni 
de Morea, Vice-President of the WYG Board, who had 
been leader of the Argentina delegation at the WYG in 
 Moscow, spoke at the Session.  After  giving a brief over-
view of the first WYG in Moscow and  sharing informa-
tion concerning the activities of the newly formed WYG 
 International Coordination Committee to the  audience 

of the ANOC General  Assembly (which is composed 
of delegations presenting over 200 NOC Presidents, 
 General  Secretaries, etc.), she made a suggestion that 
ANOC  (together with the IOC) should give its patronage 
to our Games; that ANOC should be “the WYG host” in 
 concert with our Committee. Just as the IOC was the um-
brella body for the Olympics, so the ANOC would fulfill 
the same function for these Games. We had suggested 
the idea to Mario Vázquez Raña  earlier and he wel-
comed it. The audience of two thousand also welcomed 
the idea with a storm of  applause. We considered the 
reaction of the audience as our success, though in some 
ways it went against the IOC and our own interests.

However it was a compromise that could help us 
to shift from a standstill to solving of our problem of 
 organizing the second WYG. 

During the Sydney Olympics, we had another meet-
ing with Mario Vázquez Raña. He was more certain that 
the WYG should become a property of ANOC and the 
Olympic Solidarity, and he hoped that in the event that 
 Guadalajara proved unable to organize the 2002 Games 
(our talk was in August 2000), it could be done later, but 
it should be organized in Latin America only. 

The year of 2002 came to a close. We realized that we 
found ourselves inside a knot of contradictions, in other 
words, using the vocabulary of sociologists, we stepped 
“into a conflict of interests”.    

The Moscow government, together with its Mayor, was 
willing to take all the responsibility and organize the 
second WYG in Moscow, but the ANOC as well as the IOC 
kept silent.

Then it was decided to organize in the summer of 
2002 sport games for the young people from the CIS 
countries, Baltic States and regions of Russia. The 
Games were  supposed to be more modest, not so nu-
merous and not worldwide, but modelled on the WYG. 
We received support from the leadership of Russia, 
from the  Moscow government and the ROC. We were 
also given the IOC’s patronage to the Games as well 
as the approval of the relevant International Federa-
tions and National Olympic Committees from participa-
tion  nations, sport organisations at a national level in 
 Russia and others.

The IOC Session held in Moscow in July 2001 was a 
 positive prelude to the Games. It was at this Session that 
Rogge was elected IOC President and later he supported 
Moscow's initiative by  attending the Games together 
with some other members of the IOC, leaders of the ISF, 
etc.    

We tried to follow the experience of the WYG-98 
to the maximum and organized the Games in the same 
 format. The Games were a success. The children, teen-
agers, young girls and boys – participants of the Games, 
as well as their coaches, sport leaders, spectators and 
fans – all were happy.   
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Later, in February 2003, a delegation representing the 
Organizing Committee and the Executive Directorate of 
the Games presented our new report to the IOC Board. 
And our work was again highly praised.12 We were able 
to personally ask the IOC President if Moscow were to 
be allowed to organize the next WYG or rather the first 
Youth Olympic Games in 2006.The answer was again 
non commital though nonetheless optimistic. 

When we learned about the decision to establish the 
Youth Olympic Games and to organize the first of them in 
2010, Moscow immediately became a candidate city. The 
IOC Members in the end gave a preference to Singapore.  
That was the will of history. Up until now the only World 
Youth Games were in 1998. But those Games are now 
inscribed upon the pages in this latest chapter of the 
history of the Olympic Movement.   

Children are civilization’s most important resource. 
This life-asserting principle of all nations and all  peoples 
affirming our planet is especially bright and versatile 
as shown at the World Youth Games in  Moscow — the 
 forerunner of the Youth Olympic Games. �
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LATEST NEWS

Uzbek wrestler has lost London bronze

The IOC announced on 7 November 2012 that it has 
 disqualified the Uzbek freestyle wrestler Solan  Tigiev, 
who was placed third in the 74 kg category at the 
 London Olympics. Immediately after his participation, 
 Tigiev provided a urine sample that tested positive for 
the prohibited substance methylhexaneamine.

It is noted that the International Federation (FILA) 
considers that, in accordance with its rules, the bronze 
medal would be reallocated to Gábor Hatos from 
 Hungary.
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Australia has made significant contributions to the 
modern Olympic Movement. Notably in hosting the 
Summer Games on two occasions – Melbourne in 1956 
and Sydney in 2000. In addition, its athletes have per-
formed to a very high standard, especially considering 
the nation’s relatively small population of 23 million. 
In the modern period Australia has won a total of 444 
medals in the Summer Olympics from 1896 to 2008. 
It is one of a select group of nations to have competed in 
every Summer Olympic Games. In contrast, a review of 
the Winter Olympics (see Table 1) shows that Australians 
won only nine medals a relatively modest figure. These 
medals have only come in the last 16 years illustrating to 
some extent that Australia has been a “late  bloomer” 
in terms of its Olympic Winter Games’  success. 1 The 
 purpose of this paper is to provide a brief  historical 
overview of Australia at the Olympic Winter Games 
and to acknowledge the accomplishments of its five 
gold medal winners in this major international event. 
Further more, it presents an analysis of the reasons for 
this recent success. 

Overview of Australia’s Winter Olympics History 

In many respects, the Olympic Winter Games have 
 always been the poor relation of their summer coun-
terpart. Kristine Toohey and Tony Veal suggest that 
Baron Pierre de Coubertin, the founder of the modern 
 Olympic Games, was – at best – ambivalent  towards 
the inclusion of winter sports in the  Olympic  program. 
Citing Kruger, Toohey and Veal also emphasize the fact 
that few cities were able to host both  summer and 
 winter competitions at the same venues, let alone at 
the same time of year. Furthermore, the successful 
Nordic Games seemed to overshadow any attempts to 
introduce winter sports into the  summer program of 

the  Olympics during the early part of the 20th  century.2  
While ice skating was introduced in London in 1908 
and ice hockey was added at the 1920 Antwerp  Olympic 
Games, it was not until 1921 that the  International 
 Olympic  Committee (IOC) agreed that host countries 
should organize both winter and  summer competi-
tions, with the first official Olympic Winter Games 
 taking place in Chamonix, France, in 1924. It was only 
later that the IOC conceded that, if the host of the 
 Summer Olympic Games was not in a position to stage 
winter competitions, then the Olympic Winter Games 
could be awarded to another country.3 /4

Despite continuous involvement in the Summer 
 Olympic Games from their inception in 1896, Australia’s 
participation in the Winter Games has been some-
what low-key and sporadic. In some ways, this patchy 
 involvement is understandable, and perhaps reflects a 
common belief that Australia, because of its geography 
and climate, is devoid of history and tradition in  winter 
sports. However, as Harry Gordon points out, snow and 
ice sports do have a heritage in Australia, with one of 
the oldest ski clubs in the world founded at Kiandra, 
New South Wales, in 1870.5 

John Deane has documented much of the  early 
 history of winter sports in Australia. His pioneering 
work has helped to contextualize the careers of  Kenneth 
Kennedy, the first person chosen to represent  Aus tralia 
in the  Olympic Winter Games, and  Freddie McEvoy, an 
 Australian who was captain of the  British bobsled team, 
both of whom competed at the 1936  Olympic  Winter 
Games, held in Garmisch-Parten kirchen,  Germany.6 
Gordon and Deane also provide a brief overview of sub-
sequent Australian involvement in the Olympic Win-
ter Games, noting that small teams of 9 and 10 were 
sent to Oslo, Norway in 1952 and Cortina, Italy in 1956 
 respectively. In each case, very little in the way of govern-
ment support or funding was provided. A slightly larger 
 contingent, boosted by the inclusion of an 18 member ice 
hockey team, attended the Games at Squaw Valley, USA 
in 1960, but until the Games at  Albertville, France in 1992 
(when numbers were substantially boosted), teams were 
usually quite small and varied in size between 3 and 15 
members.7

In the face of a relatively low level of participation 
and minimal government support, it is not  surprising 

Australia at the Olympic Winter Games: 
“A Late Bloomer”*
By Richard Baka 

Table 1: 

Australian Olympic 

Winter Medal Tally: 

1936-2010

Years Gold Silver Bronze Total

1936 – 92 Various  0  0  0  0

1994 Lillehammer  0  0  1  1

1998 Nagano  0  0  1  1

2002 Salt Lake City  2  0  0  2

2006 Turin  1  0  1  2

2010 Vancouver  2  1  0  3
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that Australia’s medal tally at the Olympic Winter Games 
from 1924 to 1992 was an unflattering zero. The 1994 
Lillehammer Winter Olympics brought Australia its first 
Winter Games medal won in the 5000m relay by the 
men’s short track speed skating team. Another bronze 
was won in 1998 in Nagano by Zali Steggall in down-
hill skiing. By the 2002 Salt Lake Games, this tally was 
added to with gold medals by Steven Bradbury in short 
track speed skating and another by Alisa Camplin in 
 women’s aerial skiing. The total increased to six at the 
Turin Games in 2006 with a gold to Dale Begg-Smith in 
mogul skiing and a bronze to Alisa Camplin in women’s 
aerial skiing.8 

Then at the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter Games 
Australia experienced its best ever result: a gold to Lydia 
Lassila in the women’s aerial skiing, a gold to Torah 
Bright in the women’s snowboarding half-pipe and 
a silver to Dale Begg-Smith in the men’s mogul skiing 
event. The President of the AOC, John Coates, summa-
rized the Australian performance in Vancouver:

The accomplishment of the Australian Team in 
 Vancouver has been rightfully hailed as our “best ever”. 
The medal haul of two gold and one silver medal placed 
Australia 18th on the total medal standings – the most 
successful result for Australia at a Winter Olympics and 
the fifth consecutive Winter Games at which Australia 
has won medals.9 

 The five Australian Olympic Winter Games  champions 
take their place alongside the numerous Australian 
Summer gold medallists as sporting heroes. Several 
common features exist among these winter athletes. All 
overcame adversity including significant serious injuries 
at some point in their careers. All of them had a strong 
“international link” to the northern hemisphere: some 
of them married a foreign athlete as did Bright and 
 Lassila; all of them located temporarily or permanently 
at an overseas base during their training and competi-
tion; several utilized foreign coaches as did Begg-Smith; 
or, they relocated to Australia from another country 
and became citizens as in the case of Begg-Smith. The 
 stories of these five athletes provide compelling  reading 
and this adds to the significant international success 
within Australia’s sporting history especially regarding 
the Olympics.

The memorable and unusual gold won by Steven 
 Bradbury in 2002 is well documented not only as the 
first Australian Winter Games gold medal but also be-
cause of the manner in which it was won. Bradbury had 
barely made the 1000 metre short track speed skating 
final and was definitely ranked well below the other 
three finalists. In the sometimes unpredictable nature 
of short track speed skating, the favoured  American, 
 Canadian and Japanese skaters had a  collision on the 
last lap and, when they all fell, Bradbury  skated past 
them to a gold medal. It was an unexpected but well-
celebrated victory for all of Australia.10 The  respected 
sports tabloid Sports Illustrated nicknamed him the 
“accidental hero” and The Age newspaper in  Melbourne 
referred to his victory as “The Miracle on Ice”. What 
emerged was a unique and widely-known phrase 
in Australian folklore and culture. To “Do a  Bradbury” 
is now synonymous with winning in unusual or lucky 
circumstances. Such was the excitement over his 
 unexpected win that Bradbury even had a postage 
stamp commissioned in his honour, was featured in the 
 Australian Gallery of Sport and received several sponsor-
ships and commercial opportunities.11

 Bradbury’s gold brought publicity to winter sports 
previously given only minor attention. John Lingard 
noted the sudden public profile accorded Bradbury’s 
historic victory:

"An army of daredevil kids, inspired by Winter 
 Olympics cult hero Steven Bradbury, has trans
formed speed skating on ice into the nation’s latest 
boom sport. Not in his wildest dreams did  Australia’s 
 accidental hero of the Salt Lake City Games anti
cipate the impact his gold medal would have back 
home. The popularity engulfing him and his sport has 
 created some embarrassment with dozens of young
sters  being turned away due to insufficient coach
es, rental skates and lack of ice time. The Australian 
 Amateur Ice Skating Association president, Sydney
based Jim Hewish, said skate schools on the eastern 
seaboard had been inundated with enrolments." 12

After four Winter Olympics and two medals – the gold 
in Salt Lake City followed an earlier bronze in team short 
track speed skating in Lillehammer - Bradbury  retired at 
the age of 28. His career had been one of near misses at 
events in the 1990’s when he was at his peak and he was 
plagued by injuries including a serious  injury caused by 
a skate cutting his neck at an event in  Montreal. 

His gold medal in Salt Lake City was “one for the ages” 
and forever changed the history of Australia’s involve-
ment in the Olympic Winter Games. Earlier in his career, 
 Bradbury had won a bronze medal as part of the short–
track speed skating relay team in 1994, yet he did not 
win an individual medal when he was a much higher 
ranked speed skater than he was in 2002  during his gold 
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medal win. This is another unusual detail  behind the 
story of Australia’s first ever Winter Olympics gold medal 
winner. 13 /14

Since his retirement, Bradbury has served as a  Director 
on the Olympic Winter Institute of Australia (OWI) Exe-
cutive and he was elected at the Turin Games to the 
AOC’s Athletes’ Commission. He has been awarded 
the Medal of the Order of Australian (AOM) and he has 
been a television commentator for short track speed 
 skating at Olympic Winter Games since his 2002 victory. 
 Bradbury also had the distinction of having one of the 
double rinks at the Medibank Icehouse – the National 
Ice Sports Centre and the home of the Olympic Winter 
Institute of Australia – named after him in 2010.15

Alisa Camplin won Australia’s second gold medal at Salt 
Lake City in 2002, a few days after Bradbury’s  victory.  
Her medal was welcomed but came as no surprise 
due to the large international success of the  “Flying 
 Kangaroos” (the name given to the Australian aerial 
ski team) over a period from the late 1990’s to the early 
2000’s in World Cup and World Championship events. 
Another interesting feature of her career was the exten-
sive training she did in Canada which no doubt contri-
buted to her  being partnered up for many years with her 
then  Canadian boyfriend and fellow Winter Olympian, 
Steve  Omischl. The fact that Camplin was a former elite 
gymnast,  specifically recruited to train in the winter 
aerial skiing event, was another unique characteristic in 
her status as a Winter Games gold medalist.16

Like Bradbury after her gold medal win, she received 
sponsorship offers, was featured in numerous  media 
interviews, had her memorabilia and medals put on 
display in the Australian Gallery of Sport and experi-
enced a dramatic change in her life literally over night. 
But it was Camplin’s somewhat surprising bronze 
medal in Turin that gave her the title of Australia’s first 
back-to-back Olympic Games medalist. The bronze 
medal had a “lucky” tag associated with it, consider-
ing  major injuries she received in 2004-05 that set 
her career back. According to Australian team doctor, 
Dr.  Peter Braun, she underwent “radical surgery” by 
having the tendon of a cadaver grafted onto her in-
jured knee only four months out from the 2006 Turin 
Games. The bronze medal exceeded expectations and 
it was very fortunate as she just qualified for the final 
round and the knee held together through the comple-
tion of all of her jumps. An ecstatic Camplin – who had 
been the  Australian flag-bearer at the Turin Opening 
 Ceremony reflected that: “For me, the bronze feels every 
good as the gold.”17  In July of 2006, she announced her 
retirement, noting that “Turin was a fairytale ending, so 
it seems the perfect place to finish”.18

 Since her retirement Camplin has had a busy  career. 
She was awarded the Medal of the Order of  Australia 
(OAM), sits on the OWI Board of Directors and became a 
Board Member of the Collingwood Football Club of the 
Australian Football League in 2009. She has had ad-
vertising contracts to promote Wrigley’s Extra chewing 
gum and runs the Alisa Camplin Ski Tours. She did tele-
vision commentary on the women’s aerial event at the 
 Vancouver Games and she was appointed as Chef de Mis-
sion for the Australian team at the First Youth  Olympic 
Winter Games in Innsbruck in 2012.19 Camplin married 
 Oliver Warner in 2010 but in an unfortunate per sonal 
tragedy, a son, Finnan - born six weeks pre maturely 
in March 2011 – died of a congenital heart condition, 
prompting to her setting up a charity called Finnan’s Gift 
in order to buy heart-detection equipment for babies at 
the Royal Children’s Hospital in Melbourne.20 

Dale Begg-Smith’s gold medal in Turin in men’s  mogul 
skiing was won in more conventional circumstances as 
he was actually a favourite in this event and also came 
from a skiing background. By late 2005, he was ranked 
second in the world so a medal in Turin was consid-
ered a strong possibility. Even so, there were still some 
“lucky” turns and twists on his journey to gold. Begg-
Smith was a transplanted Canadian who ended up in 
Australia after becoming disenchanted with the high 
demands of the Canadian ski system. As a promising 
junior mogul skier, he also had a burgeoning compu-
ter business. Unable to balance both work and skiing 
in Canada to his satisfaction, Begg-Smith followed 
Steve Desovich, a former coach in Canada, to Australia. 
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When he emigrated from Canada to  Australia in 2001, 
he  continued to ski and improve in a less pressured 
atmosphere; at the same time, his computer business 
 flourished, turning him into a self-made  millionaire. 
After he gained  Australian citizenship and began com-
peting for his “adopted” country in 2003-04, Begg-
Smith’s performances on the world circuit quickly 
 improved and, in addition to his Turin gold medal, he 
won the World Cup mogul title in 2005-06. 21 At the news 
 conference after his Olympic gold medal win, he replied 
to a question about his internet ad-tracking business 
that he founded with his brother: “It’s complicated. 
When I was younger, I needed to make a way to fund 
my skiing … I don’t know why we are talking about the 
company – I just won Olympic gold.”22 There was also 
a running joke that struggling Australian winter ath-
letes should approach him for sponsorship.23 While 
Begg-Smith’s gold medal is legitimate, there could be 
a  footnote due to the unusual situation leading to his 
eventual representation of and gold win for Australia.  

 Begg-Smith’s Olympic story continued when he 
 represented Australia in the country of his birth at the 
2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics. In contrast to Turin, he 
did not enter the Games as a leading contender as he 
had a total knee reconstruction in 2009 just 16 months 
before the Vancouver Games and so he was not go-
ing into the event as a top favourite.24 His silver medal 
was not without some controversy. There were sev-
eral  Australian coaches and support staff who there 
had perhaps home judging bias in favour of  Canadian 

 winner Alex Bilodeau. While Begg-Smith seemed quite 
 satisfied with his silver medal performance, there was 
criticism by some of the Australian press at  Begg-Smith’s 
 perceived joyless approach and lack of enthusiasm 
at winning medals for Australia.25   During the medal 
 ceremony there was also quite notable “booing” from 
the pro-Canadian crowd, no doubt to demonstrate 
their dislike of him abandoning his “native” land in 
 order to compete for Australia. The 2009/10 season for 
well for Begg-Smith. In March he went on to win the 
World Cup title in mogul skiing. Currently he is on a 
break from competition to rehabilitate various injuries 
but he has plans to compete again in the future.

As one of the famous Australian Olympic aerial  skiers 
known as the “Flying Kangaroos” Lydia  Lassila (née 
 Ierodiaconou), like other athletes recruited for this 
sport, was involved in gymnastics before her move to 
skiing. She had also earned a bachelor’s degree in 
 Applied Science (Human Movement) and married a 
former Finnish professional freestyle skier Lauri Las-
sila. Lassila was a seasoned competitor and she had 
the distinction of competing in both the 2002 and 
2006 Winter Olympics prior to her gold medal victory 
in  Vancouver. However, the road to glory was not with-
out its ups and downs. In June 2005, Lassila ruptured 
her anterior  cruciate ligament (ACL) and had a cadaver 
achilles tendon grafted into her knee as a replacement 
for her ACL, similar to Camplin. The reason for this radi-
cal knee reconstruction procedure was to have a faster 
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recovery and hopefully a quicker return to skiing with 
 parti cipation in the 2006 Olympic Winter Games as the 
ultimate goal. However, in Turin she had another bad 
fall, re-ruptured her ACL and had to withdraw.26

After further surgery and rehabilitation, she returned 
to World Cup competition in 2007 and by the 2008/09 
season she went on to win her first World Cup title. 
 Going into the 2010 Vancouver Games as the world-
ranked number one in her discipline, there were 
high expectations from the Australian press for her to 
win a medal. Fortunately she remained injury-free 
in  Vancouver and took out the gold. As a result of her 
 success, Lassila was sponsored by Acer, Cadbury and 
Bolle appearing in television endorsements and gaining 
widespread public exposure. In 2010 Lassila was award-
ed the Australian Sporting Hall of Fame Don Award for 
her ability to inspire and for her sporting achievements. 
She gave birth to boy in May 2011 and did not compete in 
the 2010/11 season but has plans to resume after a short 
hiatus.27

The winner of one of Australia’s two gold medals at the 
Vancouver Games was Torah Bright, a snowboarder in 
the half-pipe event. A family interest in sport is reflect-
ed by the fact that an older sister, Rowena, competed 
in the 2002 Salt Lake Winter Olympics in skiing. A native 
of Cooma, New South Wales, Bright had turned profes-
sional at the age of 14 and boasted an impressive record, 
including a fifth placing at the Turin Winter Olympics, a 
first place in the super-pipe in the EXPN Winter Games 
in 2009 and numerous other titles dating back to the 

2003-04 season as runner up for the World Cup title. 28 
This consistent international success had made Bright 
a favourite to take out gold at the Vancouver Games, 
 visible by the fact that she was chosen to be the flag 
bearer at the Opening Ceremonies. Injury problems 
 including two concussions plagued her just prior to 
the Vancouver Games and there was a huge amount of 
 Australian media and public pressure on her to medal as 
she was one of leading snowboard half-pipe athletes in 
the lead-up to the 2010 Winter Games. Her gold  medal 
win was the culmination of skill, determination and 
consistent international performances in her sport.29

Similar to several of the other Australian winter gold 
medallists, Bright had a strong international connection 
since she lives and trains for much of the year in Salt Lake 
City, USA and has done so for several years. She also mar-
ried an American snowboarder, Jake Welch, in June 2010 
shortly after her Vancouver success. As an athlete she 
operates independent of support from the athlete sup-
port program operated by the Olympic  Winter  Institute 
of Australia. This is a result of quite lucrative sponsorship 
with Roxy and Quicksilver, driven by both her overseas 
location and undoubtedly by her “photogenic appeal” 
with the media as an attractive and  successful female 
athlete. 30 Another interesting feature is her strong 
 religious and moral beliefs as a member of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (i.e.  Mormon Church). 
Her manager of many years, Mark Jones commented 
that “She’s always been such a grounded girl, so secure 
in herself and her beliefs. Her moral compass has been 
set from such a young age, and I think that’s certainly 
served her, and helped her to know exactly why she’s 
doing her sport and where she’s coming from with it”.31 
As the reigning Olympic Champion, she is currently still 
competing and could very well win a medal at the 2014 
Sochi Winter Olympics. 

Reasons for the Recent 
Winter Olympics Success by Australia

There have been a number of research studies explor-
ing the reasons for Australian success in the Olympics. 
In a very informative paper entitled “Australia from 
Montreal to Sydney: A History of a Change of Model”, 
authors Frank Pyke and Ken Norris outline seven fac-
tors contributing to the Australian resurgence in the 
 Summer Olympic Games. These included the two key 
areas of increased funding and the development of a 
new sporting infrastructure with the emergence of the 
AIS, state  institutes of sport and the Australian Sports 
 Commission. Three other reasons they note with respect 
to summer sports also have a direct relationship to win-
ter activities. Improved coaching expertise in Australia is 
one important factor – the result of the establishment 
of a national coaching accreditation scheme, special 
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coaching and mentor programs and the use of imported 
coaches from overseas to provide technical and tacti-
cal expertise. Another factor they highlight is the use 
of support services for athletes in the application of 
 scientific, medical and educational practices in high 
performance sport. And, finally, they present a case 
for improved cooperative relationships and partner-
ships not only between the institutes and academies of 
sport, but also among the ASC, AOC and national sport-
ing  organizations. 32

In another paper on the Australian sports system by 
Alex Baumann, entitled "Developing Sustained High 
Performance Services and Systems That Have Quality 
Outcome”, the author outlines ten ingredients contrib-
uting to success in high performance sport in Australia 
(see Table 2). 

He emphasizes many of the same points (e.g.  funding, 
partnerships, coaching, etc.) as Norris and Pyke, but in 
both papers very little mention was made of  winter 
sports. Nevertheless, most of these factors can still be 
used to explain the country’s recent Winter Games 
 success and overall improved performances across the 
board.

Another author has written a number of papers 
 examining the reasons for Australian success in the 
 Olympics and international sport, including an ex-
amination of the Olympic Winter Games.34 In sum-
mary,  Baka’s conclusions (see Table 3) mirror those of 
 Baumann as well as Pkye and Norris. He believes the 
answer to the Australian success can be narrowed down 
to five key points.35

A much larger financial commitment from both the 
Australian Sports Commission (ASC) of the  Australian 
Commonwealth Government and the Australian 
 Olympic Committee (AOC) was one major reason for the 
improved performance. Government funding to sport in 
Australia increased dramatically in 1972 under the new 
Labor Government of Prime Minister Gough Whitlam, 
which introduced the first major government fund-
ing of sport and recreation programs. The initial fund-
ing was fairly meagre, but a poor showing at the 1976 
Montreal Olympics – Australia won no gold medals and 
placed a disappointing 32nd – precipitated a substantial 
transformation in national sport policy. This resulted in 
the building of the Australian Institute of Sport in 1981, 
the emergence of the Australian Sports Commission in 
1985 and ever-increasing expenditures on elite sport 
 programs.36 For example, approximately $135 million 
dollars was allocated to elite sport between 1990 and 
1994 through two programs – Maintain the Momentum 
and the Next Step.37

In 1993, after Australia won the rights to host the 
 summer Olympics, the ASC – in cooperation with the 
AOC, national sporting organisations and the National 
Elite Sports Council of Australia – instituted the  Olympic 

Athlete Program. This new funding scheme was aimed 
primarily at performance-based results in targeted 
 Olympic sports. When combined with the existing 
funding, the total contributed was in the range of $327 
 million for elite sport development over the six-year 
period from 1995 to 2001. While such popular summer 
sports such as swimming, cycling, athletics and  rowing 
were the major beneficiaries of “targeted” monetary 
support, some winter sports such as freestyle skiing, 

alpine skiing, snowboarding and short track speed 
skating also received an increase in funding due to im-
proved performances on the world stage by Australian 
athletes.38

Following Australia’s fourth place and 58- medal 
tally at the 2000 Sydney Olympics (proclaimed by Juan 
 Antonio  Samaranch as the “best games ever”) in 2001, 
the  Commonwealth Government further increased 
its  financial commitment towards sport. From 2001 

to 2005, the new Backing Australia’s Sporting Ability 
(BASA) national sport policy promised a total expendi-
ture of $547 million – an injection of an additional $161.6 
 million in this four-year period. Approximately 75% 
($408 million) of this total was aimed at Sports Excel-
lence-Backing Australian Athletes.39 In the 2002 budget 
announcement, the Commonwealth Government and 
the ASC allocated a further $65.4 million dollars towards 
an upgrading and expansion of facilities at the AIS in 
Canberra.40 Then in May 2010 a new sport policy was im-
plemented referred to as Australian Sport: The Pathway 
to Success. The Minister for Sport, Kate Ellis announced 
a record $1.2 billion over the next four years includ-
ing $325 million in additional funding for the ASC and 
 incorporating $195 million in new funding for sport.41 /42 
Throughout this growth of government sport funding, 
support to high performance winter sports  disciplines 
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increased dramatically although understandably the 
bulk of funds still went to summer-based Olympic 
sports.

Olympic Winter Games athletes definitely benefit-
ted from the new funding policies by the Australian 
 Government. Surprisingly, the AOC had given only  token 
attention and support to Winter Games athletes up 
until the 1980s, preferring to concentrate on summer 
sports.43 With the new government funding schemes 
in place, the AOC was in some ways forced to rethink 
its  philo sophy on winter sports’ support and it began 
to cooperatively fund Olympic athletes in both summer 
and winter disciplines. It seemed no coincidence that 
Australia’s Winter Games Olympic athletes soon won 
their first medals – a bronze in Lillehammer, in 1994, 
another bronze in Nagano in 1998 and then two golds 
in Salt Lake City in 2002, the two medals in Turin and the 
three in Vancouver. The initial success transpired  during 
the funding period of the Olympic Athlete  Program, 
which leaves one to ponder the often-stated  hypo thesis 
that “money can buy medals”!

Tied in directly with the increased financial aid to elite 
athletes was the provision of better coaching,  improved 
training facilities and greater opportunities for compe-
tition. For example, monetary assistance meant that 
 Australian winter sports athletes could relocate to  Europe 
and North America during the northern  hemisphere 
winter. Overseas they had access to world class facili-
ties, the best coaching, state-of–the-art training tech-
niques and top-level competition. These opportunities 
led to improved results. Virtually all of Australia’s gold 
medallists had set up training headquarters in  Canada 
or Europe during the Northern  Hemisphere winter. Their 
situations were similar to other Australian winter sports 
athletes and, while the new government financial 
 programs did not pay all the bills, there was substantial 
performance-based assistance.

A major development for Winter Olympic sports was 
the Australian Olympic Committee’s formation of the 
Olympic Winter Institute of Australia (OWI) in 1998. 
The purpose of this new body was to specifically de-
velop elite performances in winter sports by Australian 
athletes through the provision of adequate funding, 
world-class sports programming and technical coach-
ing. Although initially heavily funded by the AOC and 
the private sector, the new institute received substantial 
 financial support from Australian Institute of Sport and 
the Australian Sports Commission. For example, in May 
2002 shortly after the impressive Salt Lake City results, 
in response to the AOC Winter Sports Development Plan, 
the Commonwealth Government gave the OWI a four 
year grant of $1.6 million or $400,000 per year on top of 
other assistance it had committed to previously. 44 /45

 The other major contributor to the OWI budget is the 
Australian Olympic Committee which is now  committing 

$1 million per year (from 2010 to 2014), a total which 
was increased shortly after success in Turin. The latest 
 revenues in the 2011 OWI Annual Report show a  total in 
excess of $3.5 million, with contributions of approxi-
mately 1/3rd coming from the ASC/AIS via a number of 
different grant programs and close to a similar 1/3rd 

 coming from the AOC, with the remainder coming 
from financial and contra support from sponsors and 
other the private sector sources (e.g. Australian Sports 
Foundation). Besides the $1 million of funds given di-
rectly to the OWI by the AOC, and the base grant given 
to the OWI by the ASC, winter athletes and coaches also 
 benefit from the AOC’s adidas medal incentive funding 
scheme, other AOC grants (e.g. Olympic Solidarity, IOC 
Scholarships) and money given by the ASC direct to win-
ter national sport federations (i.e. Ski and Snowboard 
Australia, Australian Ice Racing, Ice Skating Australia 
and the Australian Bobsleigh and Skeleton Association) 
with some of this passed on to the OWI for international 
competition training, national talent identification and 
development and other special programs.46

The OWI is also linked closely with State Institutes of 
Sport, especially those in Victoria and New South Wales 
and national winter sport federations, to supply an 
overall national technical direction for the individual 
sport throughout the athlete pathway in Australia. 
For example, several alpine resorts including Thredbo 
 (alpine skiing) and Perisher (mogul skiing and snow-
board half-pipe) in NSW and Mt. Buller (aerial skiing) in 
Victoria serve as the home bases for many of the winter 
disciplines. The OWI has definitely been a major factor 
in Australian m success in the world stage at Olympic, 
World Cup and other international events. A “partner-
ship philosophy of linking together key players” has 
permeated this extremely successful model.47

With the move of the OWI headquarters into the $60 
Million Medibank Icehouse (National Ice Sports Centre) 
in early 2010, this key organization’s role in high per-
formance programs for winter sports moved to a new 
era of professionalism. This impressive facility boasts 
two full size ice rinks with spectator seating for 1000 
people. One rink is named after winter gold medalist 
Steven Bradbury who often does television ads to pro-
mote the venue and the other rink is named after Geoff 
Henke, renowned for his outstanding contribution to 
winter sports including: serving as Chef de Mission on 
six Australian Winter Games Teams from 1996 to 1994; 
the development of the OWI; and, a driving force behind 
the development of the Medibank Icehouse. The facility 
also boasts a fitness centre open to the public, change 
rooms, a café, pro shop and players lounge with room 
for functions. On the upper level, there are administra-
tive offices for the OWI and a planned sports medicine 
clinic and other athlete support facilities. The sports 
 involved in the facility include ice hockey, figure skating, 
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short track speed skating and curling. Besides assisting 
elite winter athletes there is also a large component of 
recreational sport involvement primarily in the area of 
skating and hockey. 48

In other recent developments related to improve-
ments in winter facilities, a year round National  Water 
Jump training facility for aerial skiing has been  approved 
to be built in Brisbane, Queensland and negotiations 
are under way to build a snowboard  half-pipe being 
at the Perisher Resort, NSW.49 Furthermore, in 2010 the 
ASC opened its European Training  Centre (ETC) in Varese, 
Italy. Part of a very unique arrangement, this facility was 
built by the Italians and leased to the ASC. Boasting ac-
commodation, offices and medical facilities, as well 
as a host of nearby local sports facilities, it is designed 
to be a home away from home for Australian athletes 
competing in Europe and therefore it can reduce large 
transportation and living costs for Australian athletes, 
coaches and support staff. Initially it has been set up 
only for summer sports but a move to looking after win-
ter sports is a possibility.50  Thus the ETC combines with 
the existing Sports’ Institute model within  Australia (i.e. 
the AIS along with the other state and territory institutes 
and assemblies and the OWI) to make for an extremely 
well supported network of high performance training 
 facilities.   

Another reason behind Australia’s improvement 
at the Winter Olympics was an IOC initiative. The new 
 Olympic cycle adopted in the 1990s with the Summer 
and Winter Games alternating in even years resulted in 
a greater profile for the Winter Games from many dif-
ferent perspectives - the media, the public, sponsors 
and so forth. In particular, the media profile for the 
Winter Games improved at both the international level 
and within Australia. Australian television, radio, the 
internet and the print media became much more inter-
ested in the Olympic Winter Games when they no long-
er shared the same year as the Summer Games. Starting 
with the 1994 Lillehammer Games, Australian televi-
sion coverage improved dramatically in quantity and 
quality. With Australia’s first medal coming at the 1994 
Games, subsequent winter games brought renewed in-
terest among the media and the public, anxious to see 
if the country could perform at world-class levels and 
add to its medal tally. The emergence of pay television 
providers such as Foxtel also dramatically increased 
the media’s coverage of the Winter Olympics with the 
 consumer able to watch the games in Vancouver not 
only on Channel 9 – a free-to-air television station – 
but to buy special Foxtel packages with live coverage 
related to the various winter sports at the Vancouver 
Olympics.51

A second IOC initiative also directly contributed to 
a growing interest in the Olympic Winter Games in 
 Australia. The adoption of new Winter Games events 

such as short track speed skating and “extreme style” 
sports such as freestyle skiing and snowboarding ap-
pealed to a new and generally younger generation of 
Australians accustomed to a traditional surfing, water 
sports and summer beach culture. As Bob Stewart and 
Matthew Nicholson point out: “Australian sport be-
came even more varied and diverse during the 1990s 
… A number of outdoor adventure sports, especially 
rock-climbing, mountain-biking, downhill skiing, 
snowboarding, paragliding, and skydiving, attracted a 
lot of attention, and serious participants were able to 
compete in organized competitions that are now called 
extreme sports.”52  Suddenly, it became “cool” for many 
young Australians to spend time in a winter sports set-
ting. The surf and sea now had to share the limelight 
with the snow and slopes. The attraction to new winter 
sports by a large number of participants meant a much 
greater pool of talent from which elite athletes could 
emerge. It is interesting to note that most of Australia’s 
medal successes have come in the so-called extreme 
sports of aerial freestyle skiing, mogul skiing, short track 
speed skating and snowboarding.53

An improvement in winter sports facilities, hosting 
of international competitions and the development of 
an elite athlete club infrastructure in Australia are fur-
ther reasons behind the recent Australian success at the 
Olympic Winter Games. While the Australian Alps are not 
nearly of the same calibre as such well-known winter 
areas as the Rockies in North America and the Alps in 
Europe, the emergence of top-class resorts at Thredbo, 
Mt. Hotham, Mt. Buller and Perisher have contributed 
to the growth of winter sporting activities in Australia. 
A very important “key player” in the total picture is the 
Mt. Buller Ski Lifts. Under the leadership of Rino Grollo, 
this privately owned company helped to develop the 
Mt. Buller Resort and also financially jump-started 
many programs such as the OWI, the Australian Alpine 
Institute and the highly successful winter sports club 
known as Team Buller which includes a large number 
of Australian Winter Olympic athletes. Rino Grollo was 
awarded the 2002 Order of Merit by the AOC for his enor-
mous contribution to the development and success of 
winter sports in Australia. This achievement highlighted 
the important contribution of private sector concerns 
in the development of winter sports in the land “Down 
Under”.54

The southern hemisphere represented by Australia 
and New Zealand have also been added to the list of 
World Cup alpine and freestyle skiing events, particu-
larly in snowboarding and aerial freestyle skiing. Having 
competitions such as these in the southern hemisphere 
has undoubtedly aided the development of winter 
sports in Australia. To a certain extent, the fact that the 
Australian winter season is the opposite of the  northern 
hemisphere has meant that Australian winter sports 
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athletes can almost train and compete year round, 
 using both overseas and domestic settings.55

A very important reason for the Australian recent  
 success in winter sports has been a philosophy of using 
the limited financial resources and targeting sport dis-
ciplines most likely to elicit positive results rather than 
taking a broad brush approach of sprinkling money to 
lots of different sports. From its inception, the OWI has 
basically tried to fund athletes and coaches in a very 
limited number of winter sports including alpine ski-
ing (downhill and cross country), figure skating, short 
track speed skating as well as snowboarding, aerial 
skiing and mogul skiing. This approach seems to have 
worked and of the nine winter medals won to date 
there have been three in aerial skiing, two in short 
track speed skating, two in mogul skiing and one each 
in snowboarding, and downhill skiing. This “targeted” 
 approach has even been a feature of summer sports 
with the ASC and the AOC high performance sports 
 funding directed at swimming, cycling, rowing and 
other  activities where there is a likelihood of medals.

Finally, Australia’s success in the Summer Games 
has undoubtedly had a spin-off impact on the  Winter 
Games. The notion that “success breeds success” seems 
applicable. Winter Olympic sports became  eligible for 
some of the government assistance programs for high 
performance sport. The large number of medals in 
 Sydney and then again in Athens in 2004 as well as the 
two gold medals in Turin literally “fired up” the media 
and public at large to expect “big things” from  Australian 
athletes wherever and whenever they  compete. When 
Australia won a bronze medal in  Lillehammer in 1994, 
followed by another bronze in Nagano in 1998, the ex-
pectations for Salt Lake City were higher. To some extent, 
the two gold medals won in Salt Lake City and the two 
in Turin were a continuation of the “resurgence cycle” 
which embraced both the Summer and Olympic  Winter 
Games. The Vancouver Games continued this cycle of 
success with Australia’s best Winter Olympics result ever 
of two gold medals and one silver medal and a ranking 
of 14th when gold medals won are used as the indicator 
and 18th in terms of total medals won. 

The expectations of success by the AOC at the Sochi 2014 
Olympic Winter Games remain high with AOC President 
John Coates claiming that the performance objective for 
the Australian Sochi team is “To place within the top 15 
nations on the total medal standings (for which it is an-
ticipated four or more medals will be required); and win 
medals in more than the two sports disciplines in which 
the Australian Olympic Team won medals in 2010”.56

 Indications from Australian success in World Cup and 
other international results in the 2011/12 season point to 
a strong probability that this nation will be able to win 
more medals and maintain its world ranking in  winter 
sports by the time of the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics. 

 Although somewhat of a “Late Bloomer” it appears that 
Australia has had a relatively consistent and slowly im-
proving Olympic Winter Games record since 1994 and it 
also reflected by the fact that since 1969 it has won a total 
of over 250 winter sports medals in the Olympic Games, 
World Championships and World Cup events.57 While it is 
doubtful Australia will ever become a power force in the 
Winter Games, it has recorded a significant improvement 
over the last 20 years and added to its overall reputation 
as one of the great Olympic nations. �
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To win one Olympic medal each colour and to make 
the, and making the podium in at least three successive 
competitions has a natural symmetry all of its own.

 When a baseball player hits a single, a double, a 
 triple, and a homerun in the same game, it is referred 
to as “Hitting for the Cycle”. In the history of US Major 
League Baseball, the feat has been accomplished on 300 
occasions, as of October 29, 2012.

 Olympians who win a bronze, silver, and gold medal 
in the same sport, event, and discipline over the course 
of their Olympic career should surely be acclaimed in 
similar fashion.

By February 7, 2014, the first day of the Sochi Winter 
Olympics, there will have been 144 occurrences in which 
an athlete has won medals “for the Cycle” in  modern 

Olympic history. (including both the Summer and 
Winter Games). Seventeen (18%) of these cycles were 
achieved at London 2012.

Natural Cycles

The achievement highlights the increased profi ciency 
over an Olympian’s career. Assuming all athletes as-
pire to place as high as possible when competing in 
the  Olympics, winning a bronze medal to complete an 
 Olympic Medal Cycle may be “less rewarding” to the 
 Olympian who was hoping for a medal of another  colour. 
As with hits in baseball, the medals need not be won in 
any  specific order; they just need to be won in the same 
sport, event, and discipline over the athlete’s career.  

In baseball parlance, hitting a single, a double, a 
 triple, and a homerun in that order over the course 
of one game is referred to as a “Natural Cycle”. So in 
 Olympic events for a “Natural Cycle”. The medals have 
to be won in the successive order of bronze, silver, and 
then gold. Of the 144 occurrences to date, 27 or 18.8% 
have been Natural Cycles.

In aggregate, an examination of those who achieved 
the Olympic Medal Cycle in the same sport, event, and 
discipline provides notable and interesting insights to 
Olympic history.

Defining a Cycle

Careful consideration for inclusion was given, especially 
with regards to defining when an athlete had competed 
in the same sport, event, and discipline in successively 
staged Olympic Games. In many cases, for example ice 
hockey (women’s team) or athletics (men’s long jump), 
this determination is rather straightforward. In other 
instances, it is not so clear.

In the sports that have their event and disciplines 
defined by weight class (boxing, judo, taekwondo, 
weightlifting and wrestling), a review was made of each 
athlete in these sports who had won at least one medal 
of each colour.   

Those included in the list of Olympic Medal Cycles 
were determined to have achieved the feat in three 
independent stagings of the same sport, discipline, 
and event. Winning medals in two distinctly  different 

1, 2, 3 ... “Hitting for the Cycle” 
Olympic Style!
By Brian Carberry  

The Swedish shooter 

Ragnar Skanåker 

 participated in seven 

Games. At his debut 

in 1972 he won gold. 

In 1996 he ended his 

 career with 25th and 

26th places. In between 

came the silver of 1984 

(photo). Four years 

later he also took 

 silver, in 1992 bronze.
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weight-classes in different Olympic Games was 
 determined as having done so in different events.  

Also, a weight classification addition or subtraction 
between two remaining baseline weight classifications 
in successive Olympics constitutes a different division; 
therefore, a different discipline category within the 
same sport. Athletes who moved into or out of one of 
these intermediate weight-classifications en-route to 
obtaining three different coloured Olympic medals are 
not considered to have achieved the feat. (Those af-
fected include: weightlifting: Mohammad Nassiri (IRI), 
Nikolay Peshalov (BUL/CRO), Norb Schemansky (USA), 
Nicu Vlad (ROM), and Ronny Weller (GDR/GER); judo: Kye 
Sun Hue (PRK), and Angelo Parisi (FRA/GBR).

Gender Exclusivity or Gender Equity

Another area of clarification is in Olympic sports that 
do not now or have not historically had separate 
events and disciplines for each gender.  In the case of 
 equestrian team dressage-mixed and equestrian team 
jumping-mixed, whether females competed or not is 
moot as there were no separate male/female events

The events and disciplines within equestrianism were 
open to female competitors or “mixed” during the 
 Olympics that these athletes completed the Olympic 
Medal Cycle in their respective events of team dressage 
and team jumping (Prix des Nations).  

Equestrian events were “mixed” in the 1900 Paris 
 Olympic Games, not held again until the 1912 Stockholm 
Olympic Games, and thereafter remained open to only 
male commissioned military officers up to and inclu-
ding the 1948 London Summer Olympic Games.  

From the 1952 Helsinki Games onwards, equestrian 
events have been open to any male or female athlete 
whether they were part of the military or a civilian. 
Mixed teams have competed in dressage events since 
1952 and jumping events since 1956. Equestrianism has 
remained a “mixed “ sport ever since.

After the 1992 Albertville Winter Olympics, the event 
and discipline of the two-seater luge changed from 

one exclusively for men to a “mixed” event. As no 
 females entered the competition for luge two- seater - 
mixed in the 1994 Lillehammer Winter Olympics, it 
was  determined the Olympic Medal Cycles achieved by 
Jan  Behrendt (GER) and Stefan Krause (GER) should be 
 considered valid.

It is acknowledged that although no females entered 
this event in 1994, the very fact that they could have 
done so makes this competition somewhat distinct 
from the previously contested events which were open 
 exclusively to men. The pool of potential competitors in 
the event was effectively doubled.

The case of shooter Ragnar Skanåker (SWE)  highlights 
the issue of gender exclusivity. At first glance, it  appears 
that he achieved the “Cycle” in 50 m free pistol. He 
won gold at the 1972 Games, silver in both 1984 and 
1988, and completed the would-be-Cycle by winning 
a bronze in 1992. From 1976 to 1980, he was up against 
both men and women.

Events and disciplines within the Olympic sport of 
shooting were “men only” up to and including 1964. 
From the 1968 Mexico City Games onwards, all dis ciplines 
and events within the sport of shooting were open 
to male and female competitors or “mixed” events. 
In 1984, separate events for men and women were 
 introduced were held in all of the shooting disciplines 
 except shotgun. After 1992 these too were made separate 
events. His record in the event during this period was: 
1972 – 1st, 1976– 5th, 1980 – 7th. When the event became 
“men only” after 1980, Skanåker’s record in the event: 
1984 – 2nd, 1988 –2nd, 1992–3rd, 1996 – 25th.

His finishing position during the “mixed” com pe-
titions was on average just outside the medals. In 
 competitions for “men only” he usually made the 
 podium. 

In 1972, 1976, and 1980, three different women com-
peted in the 50 m free pistol. Their results are as follows:

Alferdita Tusha (ALB)   1972  –  51st

Anne Goffin (BEL)  1976  –  43rd

Maureen Reichert (ZIM)  1980 –  28th

Four Hungarian sabre 

fencers – 21 Olympic 

gold medals. Aladár 

Gerevich (1910–1991) is 

the only athlete who 

was able to be Olympic 

champion with his 

team six times con-

secutively, from 1936 

to 1960. He won his 

second gold medal in 

1948 in the individual 

competition. Pál 

 Kovacs (1912–1995) 

reached a total of six 

golds, among them 

five team victories 

(1936-1960), György 

Jekelfalussy-Piller 

(1899–1960) was in 

1932 Olympic indivi-

dual and team 

 champion, Rudolf 

 Kárpáti (1920–1999) 

secured four team 

 victories from 1948 

to 1960 and in 1956 

and 1960 won the 

 individual event

(from left to right). 
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The average finish of a female competitor during the 
three “mixed period” Olympics in which Skanåker  
competed was 40.7.

The argument is an academic one, but should  Skanåker  
be credited with competing in the same sport, event, and 
discipline across his medal cycle when he won two med-
als only after the discipline and event  became  exclusive 
to male competitors?

Using the reasoning that intermediate weight class in-
clusions and subtractions add to or subtract from to the 
pool of potential competitors across different  Olympics, 
one would have to say no, these are not the same events 
and disciplines. He did however finish ahead of the 
women in all three “mixed” competitions so it could be 
argued that he had indeed completed “the cycle.”

Art Competitions

At the 1936 Berlin Games, Alex Walter Diggelmann (SUI) 
won gold in the Olympic Art Competition for painting and 
graphic arts – mixed for his travel poster titled Arosa I.  

Twelve years later, at the 1948 London Summer 
 Olympic Games, Diggelman entered the same  Olympic 
Art  Competition of painting and graphic arts - mixed 
with two posters for consideration. He won the silver 
medal for a poster aptly titled world championship for 
 cycling.  Also, in the same event and discipline at these 
same  Olympic Games he won the bronze for the  poster 
titled world championship for ice hockey. At the 1948 
 Summer Olympics, the judges withheld a gold medal in 
the mixed painting and graphic arts competition. While 
 Diggelmann’s accomplishment is technically a comple-
tion of the Olympic Medal Cycle, his connection to the feat 
is thin at best. 

Equine Athletes

In equestrian events, horses compete with their  riders. 
Horses are subject to drug testing, age restrictions, 
 travel, training, and are at the very least an integral part 
of the competition. The IOC does not recognize equine 
athletes as  Olympians. When a rider wins a medal, 
the horse is not recognized in the same way, but this is 
surely unfair to the horse.

For this reason, this report includes the horse Ikhor 
(URS) as having achieved the “Cycle” at the Olympic 
Games. With rider Ivan Kizimov (URS), Ikhor achieved 
three different-coloured medals in the team dressage. 

The “Cycle” of German 

speed skater Claudia 

Pechstein (in the 

 photo after her win 

in  Turin) extends from 

1992 to 2006. When 

she won a medal each 

time over 5000 m, 

 including three golds. 

In total she won nine 

medals (five gold, 

two each of silver and 

bronze). In 2009 she 

was banned for two 

years by the ISU 

 because of indirect 

evidence. She 

 returned in 2011 and 

hopes to be at the 

start in Sochi in 2014. 

The Olympic career of 

the Italian bob sports-

man Eugenio Monti 

(1928–2003) extended 

from 1956 to 1968. 

He won two each of 

silver (1956), bronze 

(1964) and gold (1968). 

In 1960 there was no 

bob competition.

Photo: after the victory 

in 1968 in the two-

man bob with his 

brakeman Luciano 

de Paolis.
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Additional Findings

Of the 144 cycles two Olympians went a step further. 
 Eugenio Monti (ITA) completed the cycle in both two-
man and four-man bobsleigh. He won his medals 
in identical order for both 1956 (silver), 1964 (bronze) 
and 1968 (gold). Speed skater Claudia Pechstein (GER) 
achieved a natural cycle in the women’s 3000 metres: 
1994 (bronze), 1998 (silver), and 2002 (gold) and in the  
5000 metres: 1992 (bronze), 1994 (gold), 1998 (gold), 
2002 (gold), and 2006 (silver). 

No athlete has yet accomplished a “Double Cycle”, 
which would be defined as having won two  Olympic 
gold, silver, and bronze medals in the same sport, 
event, and discipline at the Olympic Games. However, 
there are two men with five Olympic medals have the 
chance to do so in the next two Winter and Summer 
 Olympic Games respectively.

Armin Zöggeler (ITA) achieved a natural cycle in the 
men’s luge. He began with bronze in 1994 followed by 
silver (1998) and then gold in 2002. He followed this 
with a further gold in 2006 and bronze in 2010. So all he 
needs only a silver to complete another cycle. 

Canoeist Michal Martikán (SVK) needs another bronze 
medal Rio from the men’s Canadian singles slalom to 
complete a second cycle. Martikán won a bronze in the 
2012 London Summer Olympics to complete one cycle. 
His full record reads 1996 (gold), 2000 (silver), 2004 
 (silver), 2008 (gold), and 2012 (bronze).

Olympians completing “the Cycle” and with three or 
more consecutive gold medals: Ten Olympians have so 
far accomplished both feats in a sport, event and dis-
cipline. Of these, four accomplished both feats in the 
same sport, event and discipline. They are Valentina 
Vezzali (ITA), Elena Georgescu-Nedelcu (ROM), Claudia 
Pechstein (GER), and Hans Günter Winkler (GER).

By winning the individual foil bronze in London 2012 
fencer Valentina Vezzali (ITA) completed the cycle in 
 fencing. Her bronze medal ended her hopes of four 
 consecutive gold medals. Elena Georgescu- Nedulcu 
won bronze in the women’s eight in 2008. 2008  Beijing 
to complete the cycle. She had previously won three 
 Olympic golds in succession. Speed skater  Claudia 
 Pechstein (GER) completed her cycle with 5000 metres 
silver in 2006. This came after three successive golds. 
Show jumper Hans Günter Winkler (GER) won three suc-
cessive team jumping golds. By winning a silver medal in 
the 1976 Montreal Summer Olympic Games, he completed 
the cycle. His bronze medal had come in 1968, preventing 
him from winning four gold medals in a row.

Six Olympians have completed the “Cycle” and won 
three successive golds in different events within the 
same sport. Michael Phelps (USA) did so at the 2012 
 London Summer Olympics in an unprecedented four dif-
ferent swimming disciplines (men’s 4 x 200 metres relay, 

100 metres butterfly, 200 meters  individual  medley, and 
4 x 100 metres medley  relay). In 4 x 100  metres freestyle 
relay, Phelps won a silver medal to complete the Olympic 
medal cycle at these same Games.     

Diver Wu Minxia (CHN) won her third successive gold 
medal in the synchronized springboard. In the spring-
board at those same Games, she won a gold to complete 
the cycle. Jason Lezak (USA) won gold at the 2008  Beijing 
Summer Olympics for the third consecutive, men’s 
4 x 100 meters medley relay. His 4 x 100 metres freestyle 
relay gold at those same Games completed his medal 
cycle. Fencer Giovanni Trillini (ITA) earned her third 
consecutive gold medal at the 2000 Sydney Games in 
women’s team foil team. Four years later in 2004, she 
completed her “Cycle” with a silver medal in fencing, 
women’s foil. 

The German horseman 

Hans Günter Winkler 

had between 1956 (in 

the photo on “Halla” 

in Stockholm) and 1976 

a series of six Olympic 

participations. He 

achieved five golds, 

a silver and a bronze. 

His active career did 

not end until the 13th 

July 1986 after more 

than 1000 victories.

With 18 Olympic 

 medals the Soviet 

gymnast Larissa 

Latynina was for many 

years the most success-

ful competitor, until 

she was overtaken 

by the US  swimmer 

Michael Phelps in 2012. 

The Ukrainian won 

three times each bet-

ween 1956 and 1964 

with the team and on 

the floor. Altogether 

she attained nine 

 Olympic victories.
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Larissa Latynina (URS) won gold medals at the 1964 
 Tokyo Summer Olympics in the two gymnastics events of 
 women’s team and floor exercises. In each case it was her 
third consecutive gold medal. At those same  Olympics, 
she also won a silver medal in gymnastics horse vault to 
complete an Olympic Medal Cycle in that event. 

Legendary Hungarian fencer Aladár  Gerevich com-
pleted the cycle with his silver medal in the individual 
sabre in 1952. Gerevich remains the only  Olympian to 
win a gold medal on six consecutive occasions (A feat 
accomplished in the men’s team sabre). 

Four Olympians have combined three consecutive gold 
medals with “hitting for the cycle” at the same Games. 
Claudia Pechstein (GER) 2002, Jason Lezak (USA) 2008, Wu 
Minxia (CHN) 2012 and Michael Phelps (USA) 2012.

Statistics

There are 91 males and 52 females have hit this cycle and 
in addition one horse. Of these, 53 were accomplished 
in individual sports and disciplines (43 summer, ten 
 winter), while 91 achieved the feat in a team sport and 
discipline (72 summer, 19 winter).

The first Olympian to do so was fencer Paul Anspach 
(BEL) in the men’s team épée on August 20, 1920, at the 

Antwerp Games. The most recent to achieve the feat was 
boxer Roberto Cammarelle (ITA) in men’s super-heavy-
weight +91 kg division at London 2012. 

17 fencers have accomplished the feat. This is more 
than in any other sport. 17 Germans have achieved this, 
more than any other nation.

Conclusion

The six Olympic Games that have yielded most instances 
of an Olympic Medal Cycle are as follows:

Beijing 2008  22

London 2012 17 

Munich 1972  14 

Montreal 1976 11 

Sydney 2000 8

Turin 2006 8 

The medal cycles achieved at these six Olympic Games 
account for 55.6 % or over half of all the Olympic Medal 
Cycles up to and including London 2012.

It may be asserted that longer Olympic careers, a 
 progression of additional events contested as part of the 
Olympic program, and greater competitive parity have 
contributed to more Olympic medal cycles in the last 
forty years. However, there does not appear to be any 
linear rationale to the presentation of the phenomena.    

Winning medals “for the Cycle” is an impressive feat 
worthy of distinction. To achieve the feat, an  individual 
or team must have been ay near the top for a dozen 
years. It should also be remembered that many great 
Olympians do not feature in these lists. Many won gold 
and only gold in their careers. �
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The Olympic Cycle of 

the Belgian fencer 

Paul Anspach (1882–

1981 (on the photo 

left) extended over 

four Olympiads or 16 

years. In 1908 with the 

épée team he won 

bronze, in 1912 indi-

vidual and team gold, 

in 1920 and 1924 team 

silver. Next to him the 

Italian Nedo Nadi 

(1894–1940), 18 at the 

time, who won the foil 

fencing in Stockholm. 

In 1920 he achieved 

five gold medals, and 

was only absent from 

the épée individual 

event. 
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Germany’s biggest popular newspaper BILD marked its 
60th anniversary by highlighting a number of  stories. 
Amongst the "sensations" was the story of a chain 
 produced by the 1936 Olympic Organizing  Committee 
of the Olympic Games in Berlin. The IOC Members 
were supposed to wear it then and at future Games 
as a  symbol of office. The  article  suggested that the 
chain had belonged to  Theodor Lewald. He had been 
 President of the Organising Committee and a Member 
of the IOC Executive until 1938. Lewald had died in 1947.

As the article claimed that the chain was unique, 
and in addition contained a series of errors, I decided 
along with Jürgen Buschmann, the Director of the Carl 
and Liselott Diem Archive, to write to the author  in the 
 following terms:

“Dear Mr. Reuth, we have read with great interest 
your article ‘BILD finds the Olympic Chain of the Nazi 
Games’ in the edition of 23/24 June 2012, which was 
distributed to all households. The contribution is easy 
to read and informatively written. Unfortunately this 
is not one of BILDZeitung’s ‘discoveries’. Little of your 
contribution is correctly presented, starting with the 
identification of those in the photo. The arrow indi
cates IOC President BailletLatour and not Lewald, 
who is on the right. The chains are not made of gold, 
but of gilded bronze.
You have probably been misled by the dealer, who, 
in order to get more money, described the chain as 
extremely rare. You would have done better to ask 
 Olympic historians or read up the relevant research 
 literature. But then, as it would no longer have been a 
‘discovery’, the essay would not have been published 
in BILDZeitung.”

What is the truth about these chains? 1 First of all some 
 remarks about their origin: at the very first Olympic 
Games in 1896 those IOC Members who were present 
and other officials received a badge, of which only a few 
 survive.2 From this, a tradition developed. At the Olympic 
Games and IOC Meetings Members wear a special badge, 
initially made of metal and later of cloth.

The Organizing Committee for the 1936 Games in 
 Berlin, which was anxious to have a neat appearance 
for  ceremonial matters, discussed with the IOC  during 
the 1934 congress in Athens the question of an insignia 

which could be worn by its members and recognized by 
 everybody Secretary-General Carl Diem, for whom the IOC 
was “the high senate of physical culture”3 had his eye on 
a professorial tenure at a university. But as no  academic 
gown would be accepted, Diem proposed a large golden 
chain. The IOC agreed to this.4

The Berlin sculptor Walter E. Lemcke 5, who also 
 designed the Olympic Bell of 1936, was charged with 
 creating it. Together with Lewald he settled on a  bronze 
chain with six medallions upon with athletes of  antiquity 
were depicted. These include discus and  javelin 
 throwers, mounted torch bearers, two wrestlers, armed 
runners, jumpers with halteres. The lower end of the 
chain is formed by the Olympic rings in enamel, on which 
a large medallion hangs, an imitation of a gem with the 
head of Zeus. Inscribed on the other side is  “XI Olympiad 
Berlin 1936”. There would been enough room to engrave 
ten further Olympic Games.

Although at that time the IOC had 67 Members, only 60 
chains were produced. These were however  sufficient to 
decorate the 50 Members who were present in  Berlin. 
There are numerous photos proving that they used 
the chains at official events, including the Opening 
 Ceremony.

In addition one can conclude that the chains there-
after passed into the possession of the IOC, were kept 
in Lausanne and handed out to those IOC Members 
present.6 At the 1937 meeting in Warsaw this decision 
was however rescinded. Like the Olympic flag the chains 
were to remain at the site of the last Games until the 
next celebration. The decision ran:
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“Olympic chains: it was resolved to wear the Olympic 
chains only at festive events during the Olympic Games 
and not at meetings. The city in which the  Olympic 
Games were celebrated keeps them until the next 
 Olympic Games, as happens with the Olympic flag.” 7

Thus the chains stayed in Berlin. On the last day of the 
Olympic Games they were handed over by Diem along 
with the Olympic flag to the Berlin Mayor Julius Lippert. 
During the WW II they were in a safe in the Berlin city 
savings bank. 

Directly after the end of the war Diem attempted to 
re-establish contact with the IOC leadership. He volun-
teered to be a helper in organisational and ceremonial 
questions for the 1948 London Games. In a letter to the 
IOC President of the time J. Sigfrid Edström, dated 5 June 
1946, he mentioned the flag and chains.8 He feared that 
these might have got lost during bombing raids, but did 
not see this as a permanent loss. Quite the contrary: 
“Since I own an example of the chains, they could be 
produced anew without much difficulty”. According to 
this there were, including Diem’s private chain more 
than 60 examples.

It is not certain whether Edström ever received the 
 letter, for in a communication dated 31 July 1946 he 
asked Diem about the chains: “Do you know if they have 
been destroyed?”9 In his answer Diem informed him on 
15 August that the British military administration had 

already asked the Berlin municipal authorities about 
this, probably at the behest of the London Organizing 
Committee.

Diem promised Edström that he would also start 
 looking and approached the Mayor of Berlin. In fact 
Diem found the chains in the cellar of the city savings 
bank. According to his account he found “the flag in an 
inconspicuous chest and nine of the 60 chains.”11

On 25 September 1946 Diem reported to Stockholm 
“that that Olympic flag has been found undamaged 
and that the chains of honour were also found, I am still 
checking if they are all there. If not, the missing ones will 
be manufactured again.”12 Edström wrote thanking Diem 
for the information on 11 October 13 and informed him on 
8 November that the flag and the chains “will be picked 
up from your house by the English authorities”.14 

On 17 November 1946, the British military authori-
ties , acting on behalf of Olympic Organising Committee 
Chairman Lord Burghley, asked Diem about the wherea-
bouts of the flag and chains. Thereupon Diem informed 
the occupying power that the articles sought were in the 
care of the  Berlin municipal authority which had its seat 
in the Soviet sector.15 This fact aroused the anger of the 
 German IOC Member Duc Adolf Friedrich zu Mecklen-
burg, who at the end of the war had fled to the British 
zone of  occupation. In his answer to Diem of 11 Decem-
ber 1946 he spoke of a “confiscation” and threatened to 
make an official complaint to Edström.16
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Diem, who was very conscious of his own importance 
and pointed out that the handover of insignia was ac-
cording to Olympic regulations, the responsibility the 
previous host city. The British authorities chose to ignore 
his remarks. On 29  December 1946 Berlin’s governing 
Mayor Dr. Otto  Ostrowski  handed over the Olympic flag 
to the British  liaison officer Lieutenant Colonel Mander.17 

Diem was infuriated that the handover of the flag, 
about which he had found out the same day, had taken 
place without him. He wrote to Edström: “You will real-
ise that the recovery of this Olympic property in such a 
way does not correspond to Olympic  usage. We expect 
you to compensate for this infringement in a suitable 
way. I personally feel myself freed of any  responsibility 
in any case.”18

In Diem's autobiographical writings this episode  read 
like an adventure story: “The sixty golden chains of the 
Olympic Committee were however confiscated as spoils 
of war and sent to Moscow to establish if they contained 
uranium nuclei. Only six of the sixty were still in Berlin in 
a dusty condition.”19

According to Diem’s account he had also got in touch 
with a man who made artistic castings and per suaded 
the Berlin civic authority to take on the costs of the 
chains that required replacement. However, half a page 
further on, he remarks: “I have heard nothing more 
about the Olympic chains, and they were not used in 
 London either. After hearing that, I had the one which 
I had as a souvenir in my possession remodelled as a 
rectorial chain for the Sports Academy.”20

While the traditional Olympic flag of 1920 arrived in 
a good state in London and was to Diem’s annoyance 
handed over during the Closing Ceremony to the  Mayor 
of  London not by him, but by a British officer, there was 
only one more mention of the chains of honour.21 At 
 Edström’s wish Otto Mayer published in the Swiss news-
paper Sport an article entitled “The Fate of the  Olympic 
Flag and the Chains of Honour”, for which the new 
Chancellor of the IOC relied on Diem’s account of how 
the latter had found these precious relics.22  

Where the six (or according to Otto Mayer nine)  Olympic 
chains are now can only be partially explained. In the 
 Olympic Museum in Lausanne there is only one, which 
may have been presented by the Organizing Committee 
to the then IOC Honorary President Pierre de Coubertin. 

Clearly Carl Diem had in his possession two chains, for 
besides the one he had remodelled as the rectorial chain 
of the German Sports Academy, the Carl and Liselott Diem 
Archives also has an example from his possessions.23 

The German Sports and Olympic Museum in Cologne 
received a chain from the estate of Karl Ritter von Halt, 
who was also a member of the IOC. That is perhaps an 
indication that not all IOC Members returned their 
chains to the Organizing Committee after the Games.

The Berlin Sports Museum also has such an object, 

which was found in the winter of 1945/6 during the 
 removal of rubble from a property. The ownership of 
the chain is unknown, but it probably did not belong 
to Lewald, who had a different address. And finally 
 another chain was offered at auction by Ingrid O’Neil 
during the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta for at least 
10,000 US dollars.24 Provenance unknown.

In total then there are six known chains but that does 
not rule out the existence of more chains. It is possible 
that some became spoils of war during the Soviet ad-
vance, they may have been looted or otherwise fallen 
into  private hands. 

The BILD editorial team did reply to my letter. They said 
that the Olympic chain had been bought from a dealer 
who could not or would not give any information about 
the previous owner. They said he had guaranteed its 
authenticity. This is difficult to ascertain as there have 
recently been many authentic looking imitations which 
have been offered for sale. �
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It was a somber group of family members and 
 dignitaries, including the representative of England’s 
King George Vth, that followed the Union flag-draped 
coffin of John Hanbury-Williams from St. George’s 
Chapel on the grounds of Windsor Castle on the 
 afternoon of  23 October 1946.1 Hanbury-Williams had 
passed away five days earlier, in fact, on the day of his 
87th birthday. His had been a colorful life, one imbued 
with family, high office, collision of arms, and yes, even 
sport. In a lifetime of service to King and country, he 
rose to become a Major-General in the British Army; a 
valued and trusted colleague of the last of the  Romanov 
tsars, Nicholas II; a loyal servant to the King of England; 
and, parenthetically, a Member of the International 
 Olympic Committee. Although his funeral was at tended 
by a king, princes and princesses, lords and ladies of 
distinction, members of the military and  Diplomatic 
Corp, education and industrial figures of note, and re-
presentatives of the Red Cross, Girl Guides, and  Windsor 
Youth Club. The International Olympic Committee was 
unrepresented, and this, less than two years before 
the Games of the XIV Olympiad were scheduled to be 
 celebrated in London in the summer of 1948.

Before delving into John Hanbury-Williams’ Olympic 
career, a short account of his colorful life and merito-
rious career is in order. The youngest son of Ferdinand 
Hanbury-Williams, sheriff of Monmouthshire, and 
Elizabeth Jane McRobert Hanbury-Williams, infant 
John was born on the 19th of October 1859 in Coldbrook, 
 Monmouthshire, Wales. He was educated at Wellington 
College before entering military college at Sandhurst. At 
19 Hanbury-Williams launched his military  career, being 
gazetted to the Royal Sussex Regiment and, thence, to 
the 43rd Light Infantry. From 1878 to 1900  heserved with 
distinction on active service overseas, including the 
campaign against Arabi Pasha, where his horse was shot 
from beneath him at the  Battle of  Tel-el-Kebir (Egypt). 

Promoted to Major in 1896 he began a  substantial 
 journey in the administration of British military and 
diplomatic matters, serving, successively, in India as 
Aide de Camp to Governor Sir M. E. Grant Duff in Madras 
(1884-1885), in Burma as Aide de Camp to General Sir 
H. Macpherson (1886)), and in South Africa as  Military 
 Secretary to Governor Sir Alfred Milner (1896-1900) 
which included service in the Boer War. In 1888 he 

married Ann Emily Reiss, eldest daughter of Emil  Reiss, 
owner of a business firm with substantial interests 
in Far East Asia. Eventually, there were four  children 
in the marriage, three girls and a boy.2 Returning 
to  England from South Africa inlate 1900, Hanbury- 
Williams  entered the War Office as private secretary to 
the  Secretary of State for War, Sir John Broderick, serv-
ing there until 1904, at which time he was promoted 
to  Brevet-Colonel. In November 1904 he was appoint-
ed Military  Secretary to the new Governor-General to 
 Canada, Lord Earl Grey. Arriving in Ottawa in early 1905, 
a series of events catapulted him into the then embryo 
Olympic affairs of the Dominion, matters that will be 
addressed shortly. Hanbury-Williams served almost five 
years in  Canada, returning to England in late 1909. 

Shortly before  departing Canada, the British crown 
made him a Knight Commander of the Victorian Order. 
Henceforth, he would be addressed as Sir John. Imme-
diately upon his return to England from Canada, further 
honors awaited him. He was promoted to Brigadier-
General and posted to Scotland, where he was placed 
in charge of Administration, Scotland Command. He 
was promoted to Major-General in 1912. This was his last 
military promotion in the service to his country.3

At the very outbreak of the Great War, he  embarked 
on what became the most important and trying 
 assignment of his career, Chief of the British Military 
 Mission at the Headquarters of the Russian Armies at 
 Baranovitchi.4 Later in his life, Hanbury-Williams wrote 
a book about his experiences serving in Russia with Tsar 
Nicholas, Commander in Chief of the Russian forces.5 
When one considers the fate of Russia’s alliance with 
the Western powers in the war against Germany and 
the Central Powers, as well as the horror of the  Russian 
revolution and ultimately the massacre of Tsar  Nicholas 
and his family, one is left in some awe by the immensity 
of the events and personalities sur rounding Hanbury-
Williams from early August 1914 to late April 1917. Living 
in quarters arranged in a railroad car,  dining frequently 
with the Tsar, the Tsarina, and a cadre of senior  officers, 
sojourning frequently to forward battle positions on 
the eastern front, and witnessing the explosion of 
 revo lutionary fervor and hatred against the Romanovs, 
 provide the grist for Hanbury-Williams’  recollections. 
Surrounding the entire episode, and  indeed the  flavor 
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of his feelings, are Hanbury-Williams’ deep and abiding 
admiration, respect, indeed affection for the  Romanov 
family, particularly the Emperor himself and his only 
son, the young Tsarevitch, with whom he formed a 
 special bond.    

Following the withdrawal of Russia from World War I, 
but with the fighting still in progress on the western 
front, Hanbury-Williams was posted to the Hague in the 
Netherlands and then to Bern, Switzerland where he 
was in charge of the British Prisoner of War Department. 
In 1919, aged 60, he retired from military service and 
entered the Royal Household at Windsor Castle as First 
Marshal of the Diplomatic Corps, a post, he was to hold 
until 1934.6 From 1934 to his death in 1946, Hanbury-
Williams lived in an apartment in the Henry III Tower at 
Windsor Castle, serving as Extra Equerry to the King. His 
life was one of notable achievement.  

Architect of Canada’s First Olympic Committee 
and the Nation’s First IOC Member

By the time of Hanbury-Williams’ arrival in Canada in 
early 1905, the phenomenon called the Modern  Olympic 
Games was not completely unknown in the  Dominion. 
No Canadian took part in the first Games of their  modern 
revival in 1896 in Athens; the organization of a Canadian 
team of amateur athletes for international competition 
was simply beyond the ways and means of the  nation’s 
fledgling sport governing bodies. George Orton, 
 “renowned” Canadian miler, competed in what passed 
for the second Games in Paris in 1900. But  Orton, born in 
Strathroy, Ontario, and in 1900 a  recent PhD graduate at 
the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, went to 
Paris as a representative of the New York Athletic Club, 
in effect, as part of the United States contingent of ath-
letes.7 Orton won the 2500 m steeplechase and placed 
third in the 400m hurdles. To this day, he is listed in 
the record books as American, not Canadian. Then, too, 
Montreal policeman Étienne Desmarteau journeyed to 
St. Louis to take part in what passed for the 1904  Olympic 
Games.8 Desmarteau was sent to the Games as a repre-
sentative of the Montreal Amateur Athletic  Association. 
The burly, moustachioed Desmarteau was the only non-
American gold medal winner in track and field events, 
winning the 56 pound weight throw and  entering 
 history’s pantheon of  official  Olympic champions. 
And finally, William Sherring, a distance runner from 
 Hamilton, Ontario journeyed to Athens to take part in 
Games hosted by the Greeks in 1906, games that despite 
moves by some parties to have them declared part of the 
official cycle, in the eyes of the IOC, to this day remain 
unsanctioned as “official  Olympic Games”. They are 
 often referred to as “Intercalated “ or “Interim Games”. 

Sherring won the marathon event. The  presence of 
a  Canadian team in IOC-recognized  Olympic Games, 

however, remained stymied.9 Be that as it may, when 
London’s 1908 Olympic Games opened in July at 
 Shepherd’s Bush, a Canadian team, 32 athletes strong, 
clad, as its team manager related, in “neat cream white 
uniforms”, marched into the stadium.10 John Howard 
Crocker, a Toronto YMCA physical education  director, 
served as the Canadian Team Manager, while the afore-
mentioned William Sherring served as coach. 

The   Canadian team performed admirably, but none 
better than Robert Kerr of Hamilton, Ontario, who won 
the gold medal in the 200 m and captured the bronze 
medal in the 100 m. Noted Canadian Onondoga  Indian 
marathon runner Tom Longboat was a favorite to win 
the marathon event. Disappointingly, he failed to 
 finish, though four of his teammates did complete the 
race among the top dozen finishers.11 Back in Canada, 
Hanbury-Williams and his fellow  Canadian Olympic 
Committee Members, basked in the glory of  Canadian 
success at the nation’s first Olympic Games as a 
 bonafide team.12 What was John Hanbury-Williams’ role 
and pathway to this landmark event?    

A year after Sir Albert Henry George Grey13 was  posted 
to Canada in 1904 as Governor-General, Colonel John 
Hanbury-Williams arrived in the Dominion to take up 
duties as Lord Grey’s Military Secretary.  Almost  parallel 
with Hanbury-Williams’ arrival in Canada was the 
 formulation of the British Olympic Association (BOA) 
which constituted the National Olympic Commit-
tee for Great Britain. Headquartered in  London, the city 
which  ultimately agreed to organize the Games of the 
Fourth Olympiad scheduled for 190814, the BOA formed 
an  executive body called the British  Olympic Council 
(BOC). In the late summer of 1907, scarcely a year  before 
the  London Games were set to open in a sta dium then 
 under construction at Shepherd’s Bush in West  London, 
Lord Grey received a request from the BOC to  organize 
a  Canadian Olympic team’s  participation in the 1908 
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Games.  Governor-General Grey recommended to the 
BOC that Olympic matters in Canada be placed in the 
hands of his Military Secretary, Colonel John Hanbury-
Williams. The BOC accepted Governor-General Grey’s 
recommen dation, and so a man neither particularly 
 gifted in  athleticism, nor much interested in a stumbling 
 phenomenon called “the Modern Olympic Games”, 
 became, in effect, the responsible guardian for the 
 Dominion of Canada’s emergence onto the world stage 
of amateur athletics.      

Where to start? There was no Canadian Olympic 
 Committee, no models for team selection, in effect, 
hardly anything of solid substance. Hanbury-Williams 
first turned to Philip Dansken (P.D.) Ross, owner/ 
publisher of the Ottawa Evening Journal and one of two 
original Stanley Cup trustees.15 Months later, Hanbury-
Williams settled on the Reverend D. Bruce Macdonald,a 
St. Andrew’s College faculty member at the Univer sity of 
Toronto and former President of that University’s Athletic 
Association, as the third representative of what might be 
termed the Executive Board of the first  Canadian  Olympic 
Committee.16 Beyond P. D. Ross, it was to two neophyte 
amateur sport governing bodies in Canada, the  Canadian 
Amateur Athletic Union (CAAU), Toronto-dominated, and 
the Amateur Athletic Federation of  Canada,  Montreal and 
Ottawa-dominated, that Hanbury- Williams turned for 
help in mustering a Canadian team for the 1908  Olympic 
Games. A festering sore point existed between the two 
bodies; they were at odds with each other over the 
meaning and implementation of the word  “amateur”.17  

This “amateur distinction”  cleavage, above all, had 
to be overcome. Hanbury-Williams pressed ahead. 
First, he conferred with AAFC officials18, then  delegated 
Ross to do the same with CAAU leaders. Invitations were 

 issued to officials from each faction, inviting them to a 
joint meeting at Parliament House in  Ottawa.19 At noon 
on Saturday, 30 November 1907, in the elegant and pres-
tigious surroundings of Ottawa’s Rideau Club, a group 
of sixteen representatives, eight each from the Cana-
dian  Amateur Athletic Union and the Amateur  Athletic 
 Federation of Canada, were hosted to a “pleasant lunch-
eon” by Hanbury-Williams and P. D. Ross.20 That the 
luncheon was a critical prelude towards promotion of a 
spirit of good will and establishing a favorable climate for 
 solving a difficult problem, is underscored by the Evening 
 Journal’s account of the affair:  “… the  delegates from 
the two fighting governing bodies mingled together, ap-
parently the best of friends, and it is believed that that 
little differences that existed between the two bodies 
have been swept away by this friendly intercourse and 
that in the future a broader view will be taken by both 
sides on any question that may arise. The luncheon 
proved a pleasant affair, and the delegates walked over 
to the East Block for the conference in a body.”21  Shortly 
after 2:00 in the afternoon, following the luncheon, the 
delegates convened in the Parliament Building’s East
Block precinct of the Governor-General. Therein  followed 
one of the most important meetings in the history of 
 Canadian sport.22 An opening statement by Hanbury-
Williams set the tone for the meeting:  

“Gentlemen – We are met here today to have, I hope, 
an amiable discussion. Let us avoid, if possible, the 
wrangles and tangles of the past and look upon this 
matter from a broad point of view. This is a big country 
and we have to have big minds and big views to settle 
difficult points. We want, if we can, to leave the past – 
to leave what affects individual cases and look to the 
future.  Pray do not believe that I am a comfortable and 
easy optimist about the future. We are now only on the 
fringe of an undertaking which if successful may be of 
great value to the boyhood and manhood of Canada.  
The task we have is a very difficult one – I recognize 
that. Plenty of people tell me so, but it is no use being 
afraid of it or being discouraged. I recognize that we 
may be up against many more difficulties, even if we 
are successful today. I am aware too that there are oth
er bodies whose representatives will have to be called 
to our councils. We must not let the public think that 
we here are the only people who propose to run this 
business. There are other societies to be considered, but 
we have to do one bit of work at a time, and you gent
lemen assembled here now are the representatives of 
two great conflicting elements in the world of sport in 
Canada. Mr. Ross and I both feel that if we can come to 
some understanding today, even if it be the temporary 
hoisting of a flag of truce, we shall have done some
thing and it is time that something was done. Of course 
we shall be better pleased if the flag is run up to the top 
and left there – only to be replaced by one which bears 
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the emblem of one united body – one, if I may use an 
eccentric expression, great sporting Maple Leaf.” 23

The chronicle of Canadian Olympic events that un-
folded following that November afternoon in 1907: (1) 
the  establishment of trials for Olympic Team selections 
for the 1908 Games, (2) the mounting of the neces-
sary finances to support the endeavor, (3) the  logistical 
 arrangements necessary, (4) the actual Olympic Team 
selections, (5) the unfolding of “Canada at the 1908 
Olympics” in the sports of tennis, shooting, track and 
field, rowing,  lacrosse, wrestling, fencing, cycling, 
swimming/diving, and gymnastics, must be left for 
 another time. Nevertheless, Hanbury-Williams played 
a critical role for all matters, great and small. He was 
truly the Czar of  Olympic matters in their infancy in 
Canada. He took his Lord Grey-delegated responsibili-
ties most seriously. Central to this essay, however, is the 
continued “Olympic career” of Hanbury-Williams after 
the 1908 Olympic proceedings.  In 1910, stung by the 
words of American sports  journalist Casper  Whitney, 
who  derided the Olympic Games as those led by a well-
meaning but “fussy and incompetent little French-
man”, and an IOC that “has members from Mexico, 
Peru, Russia and Turkey (Good Lord, think of it) and 
yet ignores Canada entirely”. In 1910 the AAUC nomi-
nated John Hanbury-Williams for membership on the 
 International Olympic Committee.24

At the annual IOC Session held in Budapest at the 
 Hungarian Academy of Science in May 1911, President 
Pierre de Coubertin acted on the Canadian nomina-
tion, putting Sir Hanbury-Williams’ name forward for 
IOC membership. It was approved without dissent.25 
In a letter written a week later, Coubertin conveyed the 
news to Hanbury-Wllliams.26 Responding in French to 
“Monsieur le Baron de Coubertin”, Hanbury- Williams 
accepted the invitation with enthusiasm, offering the 
hope that he might be present in Stockholm for the 
1912 Games.27 The following month he sent “Monsieur 
cher Collegue” his first IOC dues payment, a total of 25 
French Francs.28  Indeed, the first two letters of Hanbury- 
Williams’  correspondence to Coubertin, the only ones in 
French written to the Baron, were sent from England.29 
Hanbury- Williams no longer resided in Canada, having 
been recalled to England in 1909, promoted to Brigadier- 
General, and posted to Scotland as Administrator- 
Scotland Command. His almost five year tenure in 
 Canada between 1905 and 1909 marked his lone sojourn 
to the New World. Despite residence away from Canada, 
he remained the IOC  Member in Canada for 10 years.

In 1913, as war approached in Europe, Coubertin laid 
plans to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the establish-
ment of the International Olympic Committee. He would 
mark the celebration by staging a gala Olympic Congress 
at the Sorbonne in Paris, the historic seat of the  Modern 

Olympic Movement’s origin. The dates chosen were 
15-23 June 1914. These dates turned out to be fortuitous; 
much of the world went to war on August 1st, some five 
weeks later. In late December 1913 Coubertin informed 
IOC Members of his final Congress plans, having aired 
them preliminarily at the annual IOC Session convened 
in Lausanne in early April of 1913. Upon receiving and 
noting all the Baron said in his “letter of 27th”, Sir John 
wished Coubertin well and extended the hope that “we 
shall have a very successful meeting in Paris”.30

Shortly before the historic 20th Anniversary  Congress 
was scheduled to unfold in Paris, Sir John wrote to 
 Coubertin to inform the Baron of his mailing address 
in London and to instruct him that his name in the IOC 
information brochures produced henceforth should list 
him as “Major-General Sir John Hanbury Williams”, a 
reflection of his recent military promotion and knight-
hood.31 Hanbury-Williams, as the IOC Session Minutes 
record, was present in Paris for the Congress, indeed, at-
tending his first IOC function. In the formal photograph 
taken of the assembly of delegates, which included 
IOC Members, officials from National Olympic 
 Committees, representatives of nine of the then ten ex-
isting International Sports Federations, honored guests, 
and dignitaries, Sir John is seen standing in the second 
row, just behind the right shoulder of the front row’s 
central figure, the Baron Pierre de Coubertin. There is 
no  evidence to support an impression that he played 
a leading, or even a secondary role in the proceed-
ings. Late in 1914 Hanbury-Williams’ mailing address 
changed yet again. His correspondence to Coubertin 
now came from the General Headquarters of the  Russian 
Army, mailed to the Baron through the British Embassy 
in Petrograd (now St. Petersburg). In February 1915 Sir 
John wrote to Coubertin to inform him of his posting 
to Russia and to relate his circumstances: “I came over 
at the outbreak of the war to represent the British Army 
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at the Russian headquarters. I am attached to the staff 
of the Grand Duke Nicholas, the Commander in Chief. 
I live in a railway train and fly about the country in 
it, but every now and then one gets away and sees a 
bit of the fighting with the head generals of different 
 divisions.”32

As the Great War raged in the summer of 1915, the 
 Baron de Coubertin approached Sir John on a deli-
cate issue. One of the problematic dilemmas facing 
 Coubertin during World War I was a growing animos-
ity held by IOC Members engaged in the fighting on 
the side of the Allies against their IOC brethren in the 
 military service of the Central Powers. A disposition of 
rising hatred ensued, especially as the toll of war dead 
and wounded mounted astronomically. And, especially 
was this hatred registered by the British, whose troops 
bore the brunt of the war’s earliest casualty lists. One of 
the most outspoken Britons on the subject of distaste 
for Germans and Germany in future Olympic matters, 
was Theodore Andrea Cook (later Sir Theodore), who had 
been co-opted to the IOC in 1909 replacing Sir Charles 
Howard Vincent.33 Cook, bombastic, opinionated, and 
steadfast on who had perpetrated the war and who 
bore the prime responsibility for the death and destruc-
tion that followed, was adamant that Germany not be 
part of post-War Olympic matters, and if they were, he 
would be forced to renounce his membership status. He 
stated this ultimatum to Coubertin in a letter.  Getting 
no sympathy from the Baron, Theodore Cook promptly 
resigned. Coubertin needed a British replacement on 
his Olympic Committee. It was then that he investigated 
the prospect of transferring Hanbury-Williams’ repre-
sentation from Sir John’s surrogate country, Canada, 
to Great Britain, his country of birth and citizenship. 
 Directly following Cook’s resignation, the Baron wrote 
to Hanbury-Williams asking him to replace Cook as the 
British representative to the IOC.34  Hanbury-Williams 
delayed answering, in part, if we are to believe Sir John, 
in order to check with Canadian Olympic folks on such 

a prospect. Finally, in early November, Sir John replied. 
“... you suggest I should take the place of Mr. Cook on 
the International Olympic Committee of the Olympic 
Games”, he wrote. “I have however, been in consulta-
tion with my Canadian friends [and] decided to remain 
as the representative of Canada.”35 There was more to 
Sir John’s letter than simply refusing the Baron’s sug-
gestion. Wrote Hanbury-Williams: “I gravely doubt if for 
many years I will be able to do much. And in any case if 
any German names are allowed to remain I shall have 
to consider my withdrawal altogether. The Germans 
have proved themselves, to put it very mildly, neither 
gentlemen nor sportsmen and I will prefer my name 
not to be associated with the representatives of such a 
country if they are to be considered as our associates.”36 
 Obviously, Sir John shared Theodore Cook’s feelings on 
Germans and Germany.   

Hearing from the Baron in mid-July 1916, Sir John, 
still in Russia, immediately responded. “I am glad to 
hear of your news, and that all goes well with you … 
I have been here 2 years next month, and may get a few 
days leave ere long in which case I may perhaps come 
over to your side and try to see you. Am very busy here, 
and all going well.”37 As is well known, it was not too 
long after Sir John’s July 1916 letter that the fortunes 
of  Russia’s military effort in World War I, indeed, its 
 domestic  stability, deteriorated rapidly. Following 
 Russia’s complete withdrawal from the War and its sub-
sequent engulfment by violent revolution, Hanbury-
Williams returned to England, where he was reassigned 
to military duties in The Hague (August 1917–March 1918) 
and Bern (April–December 1918). He retired from active 
military life in 1919. In early April 1919 the IOC held its first 
post war Session. It was held in Lausanne, the Swiss city 
to which Coubertin had moved the IOC Headquarters 
in 1915. At the opening ceremonies conducted in the 
 Hotel Beau Séjour, a scant audience was in attendance; 
only nine IOC Members were present. Five of the nine 
 Members came from the victorious powers; Hanbury-
Williams was one of those individuals.38 IOC Members 
from the defeated Central Power nations had either 
been killed, had resigned, or had been liquidated “de 
facto” from the organization.39

The following year, 1920, Sir John attended his third 
(and last) IOC Session, held in Antwerp in the late 
 summer directly following the celebration of the Games 
of the VIIth Olympiad. He tended his resignation the 
f ollowing year, 1921. And so ended the Olympic career 
of Canada’s first IOC Member. A man of rank, position, 
lofty family status, and wealth, he was succeeded by 
James Merrick, a Canadian with none of Sir John’s lofty 
 credentials. On the other hand, Merrick was well versed 
in sporting matters, having been an original member 
of the Canadian Olympic Committee (General) and an 
 active amateur sport functionary in the Toronto area.40
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Reflections

In the final analysis, was Sir John Hanbury-Williams a 
sports-minded individual? What were his contribu-
tions to the IOC? And finally, with what regard might 
he be considered in the greater scheme of Canadian 
 Olympic history? With regard to athleticism, the sport-
ing activities listed by the IOC in its one page biogra-
phical brief on Sir John41, depict him as an advocate of 
hunting and shooting, and an enthusiastic horseback 
rider. Of course, each of those activities went hand-in-
hand with military expertise; in each he had long and 
 sustained experience. There is little on which to base a 
judgment of Sir John with regard to IOC matters. We do 
not know the tone of Coubertin’s letters to Hanbury-
Williams, but from Sir John’s responses there appears 
to have been genuine mutual respect and a comradely 
relationship shared between them. It is certain that 
Hanbury-Williams fitted well with his IOC colleagues. He 
spoke French fluently, the language in which much of 
the early IOC dialogue and business was conducted. He 
moved well in the social atmosphere that  surrounded 
the IOC. For much of Hanbury-Williams’ IOC tenure, 
the organization was practically defunct due to the 
 infringement of World War I. Even so, there is little to 
suggest that he was “a player”, or important contri-
buting member.

With regard to Canada, however, it was a  different 
 matter. During his brief sojourn in Canada he made 
 significant, indeed critical contributions to embryo 
 Olympic affairs. His success in forming what can be held 
as the first Canadian Olympic Committee, originally a 
committee of three (COC-Central), very rapidly enlarged 
to include multiple members (COC- General), charged 
with forming a Canadian team to the 1908  Olympics 
in  London, cannot be dismissed lightly. In effect, the 
 Committee presided over the organization of a robust 
complement of 87 athletes representing nine sport-
ing disciplines. There never lingered any doubt about 
who the leader was of this historic Canadian saga, a saga 
that commenced an evolutionary process that, for over 
a century, has made Canadians proud and productive 
 members of the  Modern Olympic Movement.  �
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Marathon Tale 
is a Family Affair

Japan had only two athletes at the 
1912 Stockholm Games. The flag 
with the rising sun was carried by 
20-year-old Shiso- Kanaguri, who 
had qualified for the marathon with 
the fastest time yet recorded. But the 
extreme heat of 32 degrees  Celsius 
caused problems for all the  runners. 
One, the Portuguese  Francisco 
 Lázaro, died of heatstroke.

Shiso- Kanaguri got as far as 30 
 kilometres. When he passed a house 
in Sollentuna, in front of which a 
woman was drinking a glass of juice, 
he stopped and asked for something 
to drink. The woman invited him 

into the house, where he lay down 
on a sofa and at once fell asleep. In 
the stadium the awaited his arrival 
in vain. 

When Kanaguri woke up the next 
day, he refused out of embarrass-
ment to return to Japan. Finally he 
allowed himself to be persuaded, 
but his failure was for a long time a 
burden to him.  

On April 1967, by now a university 
professor, he returned to Stockholm 
and re-started the race at the point 
where he had dropped out. Thus 
 after 54 years, eight months, six days 
and 32 minutes and 20.3 seconds he 
finally crossed the finishing line.

A hundred years after the  Olympics, 
at the Jubilee Marathon, there was 
another  “Kanaguri” on the start line: 
the 25-year-old banker  Yosgiato 

Kurado. In Sollentuna, where his 
great-grandfather had dropped out, 
he paused for a moment.  Tatjana 
Petré, the great-granddaughter of 
the Swedish woman involved in the 
incident in 1912, handed him a glass 
of juice  before he ran on. �

Volker Kluge

Yosgiato Kurado was 

greeted by Tatjana 

 Petré. The great-

grandson took 4:25:01 

for the 42 km 195 m.
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The Czechs at the 1912 Olympics

The Czech athletes competed at the Olympic Games 
for the first time in 1900 in Paris. But their interest in 
the  Olympic events increased later in connection with 
the Intercalated Games in Athens in 1906. At that time, 
however, their independent participation in sport be-
gan to concern first the sport officials in Vienna (Viktor 
Silberer, Alexander Solms-Braunfels) and later – since 
the IOC Session in Budapest in May 1911 – also the 
 government and the emperor’s entourage. 

At the Opening Ceremony of the 1908 Summer  Olympic 
Games in London, the Czech team paraded independ-
ently under the name Bohemia right after Belgium and 
not after Austria (Autriche). Specifically for this  occasion, 
Josef Rössler-Ořovský, a prominent official of the Czech 
Olympic Committee, had prepared an  un official red 
and white flag with a Czech emblem of a lion, which he 
 unrolled from his arm in front of the  royal box.

The situation before the 1912 Olympic Games in 
Stockholm was more complex. Since 1911, Austria 
had been represented in the International Olympic 
 Committee by Prince Otto von Windisch-Grätz, hus-
band of the emperor’s granddaughter. Windisch-Grätz 
demanded that the Czechs participated in Stockholm 
as part of the Austrian team, though as a separate 
group  labelled C.O.T. (Comité Olympique Tchèque). In 
the event of a Czech victory, an imperial flag was to be 
displayed along with the Czech standard. Agreement 
to that effect was signed between the Austrian and 

Czech Olympic Committees in October 1911. In early June 
1912 in Vienna, a new agreement was concluded under 
the supervision of the Interior Minister Karl Heinold, 
which more or less repeated the October agreement. 

However, the question of the Opening Ceremony was 
not clearly resolved. This gave Josef Rössler-Ořovský, 
the opportunity to raise the matter at the Austro- 
Hungarian Embassy.

In negotiation with the Secretary of the  Embassy, 
Count Hanus Kolowrat, he concluded an agreement 
that the Czechs would parade after the  Austrian team 
at the Opening Ceremony but as a separate group with 
a table – AUTRICHETCHÉQUE  and with two flags – 
black and yellow Austrian flag and red and white Czech 
flag with an embroidered Czech lion on it. The flag 
 bearers of these flags were tennis player Jiří Kodl, and 
alleged ly Jan Masaryk, son of the later first  President 
of  Czecho slovakia Tomaš  Garrigue Masaryk (higly 
 unlikely!).              

                                                                            František Kolář

The Czech team 

 marching into the 

 stadium in Stockholm, 

1912: behind the 

 placard with the 

 inscription AUTRiCHE-

TCHÉQUE can be seen 

the two flags lowered 

in front of the stand 

of honour and carried 

by the tennis player 

Jiří Kodl and by Jan 

Masaryk. Masaryk, 

who like Kodl was 

not one of the 

 participating athletes, 

was from 1925 to 1938 

Czechoslovakian 

 Ambassador in 

 London, from 1940 

Foreign Minister in 

the government-  

in-exile. He died in 

1948 under mysterious 

 circumstances.
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A graduate of the Central Institute 
of Physical Education in Moscow 
he was a versatile sportsman and 
competed in the national athletics 
championships. He held professor-
ships of physical education in 
 several of the Soviet Union's lead-
ing institutes. A recognised leader 

in his field, he served as President 
of the USSR State Committee, Deputy 
Minister for Health (State of Russia) 
and Vice-President of the Council 
for the Sports Union’s duties of the 
Soviet Union. He was also editor-in-
chief of a magazine on the theory 
and practice of physical culture and 
he wrote several books on physical 
 education and sport.

At the first IOC Session he attended 
at Helsinki in 1952 he prophetically 
stated “we must be realistic – we 
have to understand that the two 
Germanys will sooner or later be 
united again”.

Born: 16 October 1904, Kabarda, Caucasus

Died: 3 November 1979, Moscow

Co-opted: 12 February 1952, 2nd seat

Resigned: 15 September 1971

Honorary Member from 1971

Attendance at Session: Present 23, Absent 2

231. | Aleksej ROMANOV | Soviet Union

Born: 28 April 1913, Bilbao

Died: 20 December 1993, 

Las Arenas (Getxo)

Co-opted: 16 July 1952

Resigned: 6 June 1985

Honorary Member from 1985

Attendance at Session: Present 24, 

Absent 18

The son-in-law of Barón Santiago 
de Güell, who was IOC Member from 
1922 to 1954, was co-opted to the 
IOC in 1952 and both were mem-
bers until the death of his father- 
in-law. Although he attended 24 

IOC  Sessions he never once spoke at 
the meetings.

A lawyer and bank director, he was 
a keen yachtsman, horseman and 
golfer. He served as Vice- President 
of the Spanish Olympic Commit-
tee and was the President of the 
Organizing Committee for the 1955 
 Mediterranean Games. In 1965 he 
hosted the IOC Session in Barcelona.

He went by the name of Barón 
de Güell until 1986 when, on his 
 mother’s death, he renounced this 
title, which was his by marriage, for 
that of Marqués de Mac-Mahón.

232. | Pedro de IBARRA MAC-MAHÓN, Barón de GÜELL | Spain
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As an outstanding modern pent-
athlete he won an Olympic gold 
medal in 1920 and a silver in 1924. 
As a fencer, he competed in 1928 and 
was a member of the épée team, 
which was placed second in 1936.
He was the Swedish Modern Pent-
athlon champion in 1914 and 1922, 
winner at the Baltic Games in 1914 

and a three-times national fencing 
champion (1927, 1932, 1952), his last 
title coming at the age of 61. Addi-
tionally, he won the military patrol 
event at the 1922 Nordic Games.

Brought up in the province of 
 Dalecarlia where his father was an 
infantry officer, he returned to his 
Stockholm birthplace in 1920 and in 
1923 entered the Royal Military Acad-
emy as a lieutenant in an artillery 
regiment. He finished his military 
career as a Brigadier-General and 
Inspector of Anti-Aircraft  Artillery.

The administrative sporting posts 
he held included President of the 
Union Internationale de Pent-
athlon Moderne (UIPM/later UIPMB) 
from 1948 to 1960, Vice-President 

of the Organizing Committee for the 
1956 Olympic Equestrian Games and 
 President of the Swedish Fencing 
Federation from 1936 to 1940.

234. | Gustaf Peder Wilhelmsson DYRSSEN | Sweden

Born: 24 November 1891, Stockholm

Died: 13 May 1981, Kungsängen

Co-opted: 16 July 1952, 

Replacing  J. Sigfrid Edström

Resigned: 15 May 1970

Honorary Member from 1970

Attendance at Sessions: Present 21, 

Absent 1

Born: 24 March 1898, Port Tobacco, 

Charles Country

Died: 31 March 1992, Ann Arbor, Michigan

Co-opted: 16 July 1952, 

Replacing Joseph Parker

Resigned: 6 June 1985

Honorary Member from 1985

Attendance at Session: Present 38, 

Absent 5

After a brilliant football career at the 
University of Michigan he became 
a nationally ranked squash rackets 
player. He was US football champion 
in 1921 and 1922 and won the na-
tional squash championship in 1932.  

Coupled with a successful busi-
ness career as an industrialist in 
Detroit, he established a reputa-
tion as an outstanding sports ad-
ministrator. He was President of 
the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) 
from 1952 to 1953, President of the 
Pan- American Sports Organiza-
tion (1955–1960), Vice-President 
(1952–1965) and President of the US 
 Olympic  Committee (1965–1969).

He served the IOC for 33 years 
and only Avery Brundage was the 
only American to serve for a longer 
 period. Roby died one week after 
his 94th birthday.  

233. | Douglas Fergusson ROBY | USA

Born: 15 October 1910, Coronel Suárez

Died: 6 November 1959, Saladillo

Co-opted: 16 July 1952 (till his death), 

Replacing Horacio Bustos Morón

Attendance at Sessions: Present 4, 

Absent 4

A farmer and rancher, he was one 
of the greatest Argentinian polo 
 players. As a member of the famous 

Venado Tuerto team, he won the 
 national Championship 12 times and 
played on his team which won the 
world title in 1949, the Cup de las 
Americas in 1951 and the Pan-Ame-
rican Championship in 1951. Some 
sources show him as being a mem-
ber of the team which won the 1936 
Olympic title, but this is not correct. 
He was killed in an airplane crash.

235. | Enrique ALBERDI | Argentine
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Born: 1905 (date and place unknown)

Died: March 1990 (ibid)

Co-opted: 27 July 1952

Resigned: 9 May 1967

Attendance at Sessions: Present 4, 

Absent 14

A medical graduate of Georgetown 
University in the United States in 
1933, he practiced as a doctor and 
physiologist when he returned to 
Panama. He headed the Pana-
manian delegation to the 1935 3rd 
Central American and Caribbean 
Games at San Salvador, and was 

largely responsible for the success 
of  Panama’s application to host the 
following staging of these Games. 

He was elected President of Na-
tional Basketball Federation in 1946 
and Vice-President of the Panama 
Delegation to the 5th Central Ameri-
can and Caribbean Games at Colom-
bia. He became a member of the 
Panama Olympic Committee in 1952.

Together with Julio Gerlein-
Comelin (COL) and Julio Bustamante 
(VEN) he was co-opted onto the IOC 
at the 1952 Helsinki Session with the 
specific aim of strengthening repre-
sentation in Latin America.

236. | Agustín Arturo SOSA  | Panama

Born: 7 September 1902, Barranquilla

Died: 18 October 1986, Lausanne/SUI

Co-opted: 27 July 1952 (till his death)

Attendance at Sessions: Present 29, 

Absent 14

A former pupil of the US Military 
Academy in New York he became a 
senior civil servant and Mayor of his 
hometown of Barranquilla. He was 
a founder of the Colombian  Olympic 
Committee in 1936 and served as 

President until 1945. He was also a 
member of the Organizing Commit-
tees for the Central American and 
Caribbean Games and the Boliva rian 
Games. He was co-opted onto the 
IOC at the 1952 Helsinki Session.

He died of a heart attack while 
attending the 1986 Session in 
Lausanne where the IOC President 
posthumously awarded him the 
 Olympic Order, with the presentation 
being made to his widow who was 
accompanying him to the Session.

237. | Julio GERLEIN-COMELIN | Columbia

Born: 17 August 1903, 

San Antonio del Tachira

Died: 20 June 1968, Caracas

Co-opted: 7 July 1952 (till his death)

Attendance at Sessions: 

Present 10, Absent 9

Julio Bustamente was a Doctor of 
Physical Sciences and Mathema-
tics from the Central University of 
 Venezuela and later taught at the 
University of Caracas.

A keen sportsman, he played foot-
ball in several teams and early on 
became an official. He founded the 

Venezuelan Football Federation in 
1927 and headed the delegation of 
his homeland to the first Boliva rian 
Games in Bogota in 1938. Subse-
quently, he led the national teams to 
the Olympics in London and  Helsinki 
and various Regional Games.

He served as President of the 
 Venezuelan Olympic Committee 
from 1950 to 1954 and was President 
of the Organizing Committee for the 
Bolivarian Games in 1951 and for the 
Central American and Caribbean 
Games in 1959 when they were held 
in Caracas.

238. | Julio B. BUSTAMANTE | Venezuela
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Born: 28 August 1901, Collipulli

Died: 8 March 1985 (place unknown)

Co-opted: 13 June 1955 (till his death), 

Replacing Enrique O. Barbosa Baeza

Attendance at Sessions: 

Present 20, Absent 18

A champion athlete and boxer at 
the University of Chile he became a 
successful lawyer who devoted great 
energy to the Olympic Movement. 
He became Director of the Chilean 
NOC in 1944 and he was founder 
and President of the National Sports 

Council from 1947 to 1961. In his 
 capacity as President of the Chilean 
Boxing Federation and member of 
the Athletics Federation, his con-
tacts with athletes were frequent 
and cordial. Thus he came to lead 
the Chilean Olympic delegations 
at the 1948, 1956 and 1960 Olympic 
Games.

He was co-opted onto the IOC at 
the 1955 Session. At Melbourne in 
1956, he became the first Chilean 
member to attend a Session since 
Oscar García in 1914.

239. | Alejandro RIVERA BASCUR | Chile

Born: 20 December 1896, Seoul

Died: 28 April 1960, Seoul

Co-opted: 13 June 1955 (till his death)

Attendance at Session: Present 1, 

Absent 6

After graduating from high school, 
he went in the USA, where he stud-
ied at the Tabor College of Iowa.  After 
qualifying, he went to New York, 
where he met the older opposition 
Korean politician, Dr. Syngman Rhee, 
who became his role model and 
 political foster father.  

After liberation from the Japanese 
colonialism in 1945, Rhee returned to 
Seoul. Backed by the United States, 
Rhee was appointed head of the Ko-
rean government in 1945. Three years 
later, he became the first President 
of the Republic of  Korea. In 1949, he 
made his friend Lee Mayor of Seoul. 

During the Korean War, Lee was the 
Minister of National Defence from 
1951 to March 1952.

In 1952 he was elected President 
of the Korean Amateur Sports Asso-
ciation and of the Korean Olympic 
Committee. Although the Korean 

Constitution limited the Presidency 
to three consecutive periods, Rhee, 
whose time as President was over-
shadowed by political repression 
and reproaches of corruption, did 
not think of abdication. 

In 1960, the 84-year old autocratic 
Rhee won his fourth term in office as 
President with 90% of the vote. He 
wanted his protégé, Lee Ki Poong, 
elected as Vice-President. When 
Lee, who was running against Chang 
Myon (the former  Ambassador 
to the USA), won the vote by an 
 abnormally wide margin, the 
 opposition claimed the election was 
rigged. This triggered anger among 
segments of the Korean popula-
tion. When police shot demonstra-
tors in Masan, the student-led April 
Revolution forced Rhee to resign on 
26 April. Two days later Lee and his 
family committed suicide.

240. | LEE Ki Poong | Republic of Korea
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Born: 15 May 1923, Tehran

Co-opted: 15 June 1955

Resigned: 10 February 1980

Attendance at Sessions: 

Present 23, Absent 9

The younger brother of the last Shah 
of Iran, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, 
he was educated in Switzerland. 
He attended the Military Academy 
at Fort Knox, Princeton University 
and the Military Academy of Tehran, 
Department of Cavalry. In 1975, 
he was  appointed by the Shah as 
 Major-General and Inspector of the 
 Iranian armoured troops. The Prince 
did not come forward in political 

 issues. Instead, he became engaged 
in sports. He was President of the 
NOC from 1955 to 1979 and President 
of the Asian Games Federation (1971 
to 1974). In 1967, he was host of the 
IOC Session in Tehran. 

With the start of the Iranian Revo-
lution, the Shah, who had governed 
Iran as an authoritarian, lost the 
support of the Western world and 
went in exile with the members of 
the imperial family.  

At the 1980 IOC Session in Lake 
Placid it was decided that Prince 
Gholam’s membership had lapsed 
under Rule No. 13, as he no  longer 
lived in Iran. However, shortly af-
ter the Session ended his letter of 

 resignation was received. As the 
 letter was dated before the  Session 
began he was officially considered 
to have resigned. Since then the 
Prince has lived in Paris with his wife 
 Princess Manjineh Pahlavi.

242. | Prince Gholam REZA PAHLAVI | Iran

Born: 5 November 1920, Tătăreşti

Died 26 October 1998, Bucharest

Co-opted: 13 June 1955 (till his death), 

Replacing Georges Plagino

Attendance at Session: 

Present 57, Absent 3

Executive Board Member No. 47

Elected Member 5 April 1979

Re-elected Member 16 July 1980 

Appointed 3rd Vice-President  27 May 1982

Appointed 2nd Vice-President  27 March 1983

Appointed 1st Vice-President  26 July 1984–

17 October 1986 

Attendance at Meetings: 

Present 36, Absent 1

A graduate of the University of Social 
Sciences, his distinguished career as 
a sports administrator culminated 
with the Presidency of the Romanian 

243. | Alexandru SIPERCO | Romania

Suat Erler (who according to  Turkish 
sources was born in 1911) was na-
tional swimming champion in 
the 100 m freestyle (1927, 1931) and 
in high board diving. In 1934 he 
 entered the University of Berlin as 
an economics student and after 
graduating in 1938 began a success-
ful commercial career by establish-
ing his own trading house.

In 1945, he founded the Istanbul 
Swimming Club and his initia tive 
was suitably rewarded in 1958 when 

the Club was awarded the Thomas 
Fearnley Cup by the IOC. He was 
 Secretary-General of the Turkish NOC 
until 1973 and Vice-President of the 
Organizing Committee for the Medi-
terranean Games at Izmir in 1971.

Following an enquiry by the IOC in 
1956 into the role of State officials 
in the management of the National 
Olympic Committee, a new set of 
statutes was drawn up and Erler, 
assisted by future NOC President, 
Burhan Felek, headed a revitalized 
Olympic Movement in Turkey.

He died at Istanbul airport while 
on his way to the 1984 Winter Games 
in Sarajevo.

241. | Suat ERLER | Turkey

Born: 16 August 1910, Istanbul

Died: 2 February 1984, Istanbul

Co-opted: 13 June 1955 (till his death), 

Replacing Rechit Saffet Atabinen

Attendance at Sessions: 

Present 35, Absent 1



69JOH 3 | 2012   The Biographies of all IOC Members

Olympic Committee (1953–1959) and
membership of the IOC (1955). An 
author and publisher, he wrote 
many novels, plays and film scripts 
and his relationship with his 
govern ment was often strained. 
Due to differences with the regime 
at home he felt that he was inhibit-
ed from fulfilling his IOC obligations 
satisfactorily and at the 1964 Tokyo 
Session he offered his resignation.

He was persuaded to remain an 

IOC Member for one more year and 
is still a member more than 30 years 
later, having attended more Ses-
sions than any other member.

Despite his differences with the 
government, he exercised consid-
erable influence within Romania 
and he persuaded President  Nicolae 
Ceauşescu that Romania should 
not join the boycott of the 1984 Los 
 Angeles Games.

He later played a leading role in 

the negotiations with North Korea 
prior to the Seoul Games of 1988. 
Well versed in the ways of com-
munist politics, he was an ideal 
choice to deal with the intransigent 
 authorities in Pyongyang and more 
than once he was the sole IOC rep-
resentative to attend meetings with 
the North Koreans.

With the retirement of the Grand 
Duke Jean of Luxembourg in 1998 he 
became the doyen of the IOC.

Born: 24 May 1913, Hückeswagen

Died: 20 May 1996, Munich

Co-opted: 19 November 1956, 

 Replacing Duc Adolf Friedrich zu 

 Mecklenburg-Schwerin

Resigned: 17 June 1991 

Member for FRG (1956–1990) 

then for Germany (1990–1991)

Honorary Member from 1991

Attendance at Sessions: 

Present 39, Absent 3

Executive Board Member No. 39

Appointed 3rd Vice President 21 August 1972 

Appointed 2nd Vice President 21 Oct. 1974

Appointed 1st Vice President 21 May 1975–

13 August 1976

Attendance at meetings: 

Present 11, Absent 1

Willi Daume was Germany's most 
important sports organizer since 
WW II. He made private visits to the 
1928 and 1932 Olympic Games and 
was a member of the German bas-
ketball squad for the 1936 Olympic 
Games, although he did not play in 
any of the matches. Before the war 
he was also rated one of the best 
handball players in the country.

After the war he presided over the 
German Handball Federation (1949–
1955). From 1950 to 1970, he headed 
the German Sports Federation (DSB). 

He succeeded Karl Ritter von Halt 
as President of the NOC in 1961 and 
was President of the Organizing 
Committee for the 1972  Olympic 
Games in Munich and for the 
 Olympic Congress in Baden-Baden 
in 1981. In 1980 he was one of four 
candidates for the IOC Presidency, 
but Daume had no success and Juan 
Antonio Samaranch was elected 
with an overall majority in the first 
round. The ballot took place during 
the Session in Moscow and the West 
German decision to boycott the 1980 
Games virtually put an end to any 
realistic hopes.

His most bitter hours were during 
the Olympic Games in Munich in 1972, 
which Daume had conceived as "The 
Games of Joy", when a Palestinian 
terrorist commando penetrated the 
Olympic Village and kidnapped the 
Israeli team. An unfortunate effort 
to free the captives ended with the 
death of eleven Israeli hostages. 

After studying law at the Universi-
ties of Cologne, Leipzig and Munich 
he became an industrialist, own-
ing several companies including a 
large steel foundry in Dortmund. 
Unfortunately, he failed to heed the 
warnings of family and friends that 
he was spending too much time on 
the Olympic Movement and too little 
on business and his industrial em-
pire collapsed. No longer a wealthy 
man, his last years were spent in 
modest circumstances in Munich in 
a flat donated to him by the city.

244. | Wilhelm “Willi” DAUME | FRG/GER
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Born: 28 January 1897, Pacasmayo

Died: 5 June 1987, Lima

Co-opted: 14 May 1958, 

Replacing Alfredo Benavides

Retired: 27 May 1982

Honorary Member from 1986

Attendance at Sessions: Present 23, 

Absent 7

Born into a family of French extrac-
tion, he studied in England and 
 became a successful politician and 
businessman. He was three times 
Mayor of Lima and Minister for 
 Development and Public Works. He 
was President of several banks and a 
prominent figure in Peruvian society.

From 1933 to 1941, he served as 
President of the NOC and became a 
Member of the IOC in 1958. After his 
resignation at the age of 85 in 1982 
he was succeeded by his son Ivan.

246. | Eduardo DIBÓS | Peru

Born: 6 June 1934, Brussels 

Co-opted: 14 May 1958

Resigned: 8 October 1964

Attendance at Sessions: Present 3, 

Absent 5

What caused the younger brother of 
King Boudewijn, apart from the fact 
that he was a passionate motor-
cyclist, to be elected in the IOC in 1958 
is not known – possibly because he 
was also Honorary  President of the 
Belgian Office for External Trade, 
President of the Board of the  General 
Savings and Pensions Fund and of 
the Belgian Red Cross (1958–1993). 

Not to mention his rank of Admiral of 
the Belgian Navy.  He found it neces-
sary to resign from the IOC when State 
duties became increasingly time-
consuming.

Prince Albert attended schools 
in Belgium and from 1944 in 
 Hirsch stein (Saxon), where the  Royal 
Family had been interned after 
the occupation of Belgium by the 
 German Forces.   After the war, he 
continued his education in Geneva. 
He studied the operation of ports 
and transport  systems. According 
to tradition, he was also trained as 
a naval officer. In 1958 he was made 
Senator. 

Succeeding to the Belgian throne on 
the death of his brother on  9 August 
1993, he became King  Albert II.

247. | HRH PRINCE ALBERT of Liège
Albert Felix Humbert Theodore Christian Eugene Marie | Belgium

Born: 23 April 1906, Lisboa

Died: 6 May 1978, Lisboa

Co-opted: 23 September 1957, 

Replacing Dr. José Pontes

Expelled: 7 June 1962, 

Attendance at Sessions: 

Present 3, Absent 2

Pontes was an accountant and bu-
si nessman and one of the found-
ers of the sporting newspaper Sport 
 Illustrado. 

He was the Portuguese rowing 
champion (1933–1934) and served as 
Director of the Portuguese Rowing 
Federation for several years.

Following an alleged irregularity 
regarding hotel costs for his  family 
at the 1960 Games in Rome, the IOC 
appointed a small committee to 
conduct an enquiry into the  matter. 
As a result of its investigation the IOC 
decided unanimously to exclude 
Pires.

245. | Saúl Cristóvão Ferreira PIRES | Portugal



71JOH 3 | 2012   The Biographies of all IOC Members

Born: 20 December 1911, Lahore

Died: 14 June 2008, Lahore

Co-opted: 20 May 1959

Retired: 19 July 1996

Honorary Member from 1996

Attendance at Sessions: 

Present 45, Absent 5

Executive Board Member No. 31

Elected Member 25 April 1966–12 May 1970

Attendance at meetings: 

Present 14, Absent 2

After completing his studies in 
 Lahore and Simla he served in the 
Army before joining the family 
 textile business. He became Chair-
man of the company and the Man-
aging Director of Packages Ltd. He 
was a generous supporter of many 
cultural foundations and social 
 organizations.

Wajid Ali served as President of 
the Pakistan Olympic Association 
from 1978 to 2004 and also as the 
 President of the Pakistan Amateur 
Athletic Federation. 

He resigned from the IOC at the age 
of 85 and his place was taken by his 
son Syed Shahid Ali.

248. | Syed WAJID ALI | Pakistan

Born: 5 January 1921, Everdrūp, Næstved

Died: 11 February 1977, Davinde, Odense

Co-opted: 25 May 1959, 

Replacing Prince Axel

Died: 11 February 1977

Attendance at Session: 

Present 23, Absent 0

Executive Board Member No. 28

Elected Member 19 Oct. 1963–16 May 1967

Attendance at meetings: 

Present 10, Absent 0

After attending Copenhagen 
 University, he went to Cambridge 
where he studied farm manage-
ment and became President of the 
University Athletic Club. A world 
class high jumper, he held the 
 Danish record from 1947 to 1962, was 

four times national champion (1943, 
1945–1947) and won a gold medal 
at the 1947 World Student Games. 
At the European Championships of 
1946 in Oslo, he came ninth.

Co-opted into the IOC in 1959 
at the age of 38, he was the first 
 Chairman of the Commission for 
the International Olympic Academy 
when it was formed in 1967. He also 
served on a number of other com-
missions and was Chairman of the 
Eligibility Commission from 1975. He 
became President of the NOC in 1973 
and a member of the Danish Sports 
Council the same year.

From an aristocratic family, Vind 
was Chamberlain and Master of 
the Royal Hunt and was generally 
thought to be the likely successor 

to Avery Brundage as IOC President. 
His early death put paid to that 
 ambition.

249. | Ivar Emil VIND | Denmark
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Obituaries

Barbara Ann Scott (CAN), *9 May 
1928 in Ottawa; †31 September 2012 
in San Fernandina, Florida, won 
Canada’s only Olympic women’s 
figure skating title and was for-
ever the nation’s Sweetheart. In 
1939, aged only 11, she became the 
 Canadian junior individual cham-
pion and retained the title in 1940. 
The following year her father passed 
away, but friends of the family took 
care of her and ensured that she 
continued her career. She won her 
first of five straight national senior 
championships in 1944; in 1945 and 
1947 she was North American cham-
pion. In 1947, she became the first 
“overseas” figure skater to win the 
title, when the event was opened to 
non-Europeans. In the year she won 
the  Olympic gold, Scott won also 
national, Continental,  European 
and world championships.

During the Olympic Winter Games 
in St. Moritz in 1948, she was regard-
ed as the “glamour girl”. However, 
the new yellow car which had been 
given to her by the City of  Ottawa, 
might have been her downfall. 
 Avery Brundage (future IOC Presi-
dent) protested against this gift and 
demanded that Scott return the car 
or risk losing her amateur status. 
 After the Winter Games, Scott turned 
professional. She skated with the Ice 
Capades, starred in a London the-
atrical ice show and finished her 
 career in the Hollywood Ice Revue. 
She married the American business-
man Thomas V. King, and they set-
tled in Chicago, where Scott began 
a second sporting career of training 
and showing horses. 

When the Winter Olympics took 
place in Calgary in 1988, she was 
the first runner to carry the  Olympic 
flame after it  arrived by plane on 
 Canadian soil. In 2009, she carried 
the Olympic torch into the House of 
Commons on its journey to Vancouver.  

Roald Aas (NOR), *25 March 1928 in 
Oslo; †18 February 2012 in Oslo, was 
one of the most versatile Norwe-
gian sportsmen. He participated 
three times in speed skating at the 
Olympic Winter Games, winning the 
bronze medal in Oslo in 1952 and the 
gold medal in 1960 in Squaw Valley 
over 1500 m. In 1956 in Grenoble, he 
came sixth in the 5000 m. 

In the same year, he was the 
Norwegian road and track cycling 
champion. For this performance 
he received the Egeberg Honorary 
Award, with which Norway’s most 
versatile athletes have been hon-
ored since 1918. Aas worked as sup-
ply clerk in a wood firm and after his 
sporting career ended he became a 
senior clerk in a company manufac-
turing toothbrushes.

Peter Hussing (FRG), *15 May 1948 
in Kirchen; †8 September 2012 in 
Brachbach, was one of the most 
successful amateur boxers in West 
 Germany. He was sixteen times 
 German champion in the heavy-
weight and super-heavyweight cat-
egories, and won the European  title 
in 1979. He participated in three 
 Olympic Games and won a bronze 
medal in Munich in 1972, after los-
ing by k.o. in the semi final against 
 Teofilo Stevenson of Cuba. In 1976 
and 1984, he reached the quarter 
 finals. After his career as an amateur, 

 Hussing resisted the temptations 
of a professional career. He studied 
 architecture, worked as construction 
engineer and became involved him-
self in the interests of his hometown, 
as Mayor from Brachbach.

Mark Petrowitsch Midler (URS), 
*24 September 1931 in Moscow; †31 
May 2012 in Moscow, was regarded 
as one of the leading foil fencers 
 during the fifties and sixties. Midler 
took up fencing in 1943, during the 
WW II, and was a member of the So-
viet National Team from 1951 to 1967. 
He took part in four  Olympic Games 
and won a team gold in 1960 and 
1964. His best performance as an in-
dividual fencer was a fifth place at 
the Rome 1960 Games. He won six 
world championship titles between 
1959 and 1967 and two individual 
bronze medals in 1959 and 1961. 
After retirement, Midler became a 
fencing coach. He guided his na-
tional team at the  Olympic Games in 
1980 and from 1992 to 2000.

Terrence “Terry” George Spinks 
(GBR / photo), *28 February 1938 in 
West Ham; †26 April 2012 in  Chadwell 
Heath, became the youngest  Briton 
to win an Olympic boxing title when 
he won the flyweight gold at the 
1956 Melbourne Olympics aged 
18, defeating Romania’s  Mircea 
 Dobrescu in the final. The man from 
East London originally wanted to 
be a jockey, but after winning the 
 British Schools championship in 
1953 (an event in which 52,000 boys 
took part) he took up boxing seri-
ously. He had not entered a senior 
contest until 1956, which was why 

Canada’s “Sweet-

heart” Barbara 

Ann Scott  became 

Olympic figure- 

skating  champion 

in 1948 in St Moritz. 

In the same year 

she won the titles 

of  Canada, North 

America, Europe and 

the world.

Flyweight Terry Spinks 

was in 1956 the 

youngest Briton ever 
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many thought too young to partici-
pate in the Olympic Games. With the 
Olympic championship under his 
belt, he turned professional in 1957. 
He won 41 of his 49 fights, including 
winning the British featherweight 
championship, before retiring at 
the age of 24. After hanging up the 
gloves, Spinks became a success-
ful coach. During the 1972 Olympic 
Games in Munich, he coached the 
South Korean Boxing team. 

Rolland “Rolly” Leslie Tasker 
(AUS), *21 March 1926 in Perth; †22 
June 2012 in Mandurah, Western 
Australia, became Australia’s first 
Olympic sailing medallist when he 
won a silver in the 12 m Sharpie class 
at the 1956 Olympics. With crewman 
John Scott, he was unlucky not to 
win the gold medal after an unfor-
tunate disqualification in the final 
race. Two years later, he won his first 
world championship in the Flying 
Dutchman class. After competing in 
the 1960 Olympic Games, he crewed 
in the 1962 America’s Cup. He took 
to ocean racing and between 1969 
and 1985 dominated the compe-
titions with five yachts, all called 
Siska.  Later he became a one of the 
world’s largest manufacturers of 
sails. In 1994 he moved to  Thailand 
and set up a new sail-making 
 factory in Phuket.

András Szente (HUN), *10 December 
1939 in Budapest; †14  September 
2012 in Florida. The Hungarian 
sprint canoeist competed in two 
 Olympic Games. He won two silver 
 medals (K-2 1000 m and K-1 4x500 
m) at Rome in 1960 and came fourth 
(K-4) in the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. 
He began his sporting career as a 
swimmer, fencer and skater before 
he changed to canoeing in 1955. 
 Together with György Mészáros, he 
was European champion in the K-2 
over 500 and 1000 m. 

In 1969 Szente defected from 
 Hungary, travelling to West Germany 
where he worked with the  American 
aid workers until he was given 

permission to settle in the USA. He 
worked there as an engineer. At the 
Olympic Games in Montreal in 1976 
he was coach of the Canadian canoe 
team. He passed away while vaca-
tioning in Florida.

Erhard Wunderlich (FRG), *14 De-
cember 1956 in Augsburg; †4 Octo-
ber 2012 in Cologne, played from 1976 
to 1986 in the handball team of the 
Federal Republic of  Germany, win-
ning Olympic silver in Los  Angeles 
in 1984. At 21 he was the youngest 
member of the  team which, trained 
by Vlado Stenzel, won the world 
championship in 1978.  Wunderlich 
played 140 matches with the na-
tional team and scored 504 goals. 
His best period for the 2.04 m tall 
back was when he played with VfL 
Gummersbach, with whom he won 
the European Cup four times. 

In 1983 he moved to FC  Barcelona, 
to make his name, but returned to 
Germany after only one year, where 
he had five more successful years 
with TSV Milbertshofen.

Ann Curtis, married Cuneo (USA), 
*6 March 1926 in San Francisco; †26 
June 2012 in San Rafael, California, 
won two gold and a silver at the 
1948 Olympic Games in  London. 
At that time there were only five 
 Olympic events for women and 
participants were limited to only 
three competitions. Curtis won the 
400 m freestyle in a new Olympic 
record and was a member of the 
winning US freestyle relay team. 
Her second place came in the 100 m 
freestyle behind Greta Andersen 
from  Denmark. It might have been 
possible that Ann Curtis, who won 
no fewer than 34 AAU titles, would 
have been an Olympic champion 
in 1944 if the Games had not been 
prevented by WW II. That year, she 
swam the 800 m freestyle in the first 
of her two world records and was 
 honoured as the first woman to win 
the Sullivan Award. 
After her sporting career, she 
founded the Ann Curtis School of 

 Swimming in San Rafael, in which 
about 40,000 youngsters learned to 
swim, among them world-record 
holders like Rick DeMont and Ben 
Wildman-Tobriner, member of 
the winning Olympic relay team 
in Beijing 2008. While raising five 
children, she coached a swimming 
team for 25 years and a synchro-
nizing team for twelve years.

Tibor Csernai (HUN),*3 December 
1938 Pilis; †11 September 2012 in 
 Tatabánya. In Tokyo in 1964 Csernai 
was part of the Hungarian  football 
team which won the Olympic gold 
medal. The midfield player started 
in four of the five matches, and 
scored six times. He started his 
 career with the  Budapest Railway 
Sports Club (BVSC). From 1962 to 1972 
he was a member of SC Tatabánya, 
for which he played 175 matches 
and scored 60 goals.  Throughout 
his sporting career, he stood in 
the shadow of his older bro-
ther Pál, who played two matches 
in the  Hungarian national team 
in 1955 and who later became a 
 well-known coach for FC Bayern 
Munich in the period from 1978 to 
1983.
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Edoardo Mangiarot t i  ( I TA ),  
*7 April 1919 in Renate, Monza e 
 Brianza; †25 May 2012 in Milan. The 
Italian fencer collected 13 Olympic 
medals (6 gold, 5 silver, 2 bronze) 
between 1936 and 1960. He was the 
most successful in the épée team, 
winning four gold and one silver. In 
1952 he won the individual event. He 
was possibly the greatest epeeist of 
the 20th century. His sixth gold came 
in the foil team in 1960. After making 
his international début at the world 
championships in 1935, he won two 
individual and 13 team titles.

Growing up in a famous fencing 
family, he was tutored by his  father, 
Maestro Giuseppe  Mangiarotti 
(1883-1970), who competed in 
the 1908  Olympic Games and 
came fourth with the Italian épée 
team. His  father made him fence 
left handed even though he was 
 naturally right handed. The elder 
 brother Dario (1915-2000) won six 
natio nal championships in épée 
between 1938 and 1953 and par-
ticipated in the two  Olympic Games. 
In 1948 he won silver in the team 
event and in 1952 he was second in 
the individual competition behind 
his brother and  Olympic champion 
with the team.  Edoardo‘s daughter, 
 Carola, represented the third gener-
ation of  fencers in the 1976 and 1980 
 Olympics.

Mangiarotti was as an estate agent 
and journalist for the newspaper La 
Gazetta dello Sport. He served as FIE 

Secretary-General from 1981 to 1984, 
Head of the delegation of Italian 
Fencing and a FIE representative. 
Altogether he attended 27 Olympic 
Games between 1936 and 2008.   

Sixten Jernberg (SWE), *6 Febru-
ary 1929 in Lima, Malung-Sälen 
(Dalarna); †14 July 2012 in Mora, 
Dalarna. The Swede was the greatest 
cross-country skier of the post-WW 
II era. Between 1956 and 1964, he 
won four gold, three silver and two 
bronze. In 1956 and 1964, he was 
Olympic champion in 50 km mara-
thon. In 1960, he won over 30 km, 
and his fourth gold medal came in 
the Swedish relay in 1964. His tally 
of nine Olympic medals remained a 
record until surpassed in 1992 by the 
Russian Raissa Smetanina.

Jernberg learned to be a black-
smith and then became a woods-
man in order to have more time for 
training. His first successes came 
in 1951, when he doing his mili-
tary service. At the Olympic Winter 
Games from 1952, the Swedish cross-
country skiers went through a crisis 
that caused the formation of a new 
 national team, and Jernberg was 
one of the young athletes who were 
elected. At the world championships 
in 1954 in Falun, he came fourth 
over 30 km and seventh over 15 km. 
His breakthrough came in 1955 in 
 Podrevskov near Moscow, when 
he conquered the complete Soviet 
 élite, including the world champion 
Vladimir Kusin, over 30 km.

He took part in 363 competitions 
 between 1952 and 1964, winning 
134, including the famous Vasa race 
(1955 and 1960). In 1965, the IOC 
awarded him the Mohammed Taher 
Trophy. In 1973, Swedish people 
 voted him the most popular sports-
man in Sweden in a newspaper poll.

Amy Tryon (USA), *24 February 1970 
in Redmond, Washington; †12 April 
2012 in Seattle, rode for the US eques-
trian team at the 2004 Olympics and 
won the bronze medal in the Three-
Day Event. She was sixth in the 
 individual competition. In 2008, she 
competed at the Beijing Games and 
helped the US team to seventh place. 
The 42-year-old former firefighter 
died of an accidental drug overdose.

Rolf Mulka (FRG), *23 November 
1927 Hamburg; †14 July 2012 in Ham-
burg, was one of the most successful 
yachtsmen in the world in the 1950s. 
In 1956 and 1957 he was world cham-
pion in the FD Class. At the  Olympic 
Games in Melbourne in 1956, he 
started with Ingo von Bredow in the 
Sharpie Class and came sixth. In 1960 
in Rome, both won a bronze medal 
in the Gulf of Naples. 

It can be a curse to carry a famous 
name. In the files of the Frank
furter Allgemeine Zeitung, a public 
prosecutor in Frankfurt in charge of 
the prosecution of Nazi criminals, 
stumbled on the name “Mulka” (a 
relatively rare name in Germany) 
in connection with the adjutant of 
Rudolf Höß, commandant of the 
extermination camp Auschwitz. In 
fact, Robert Mulka was the father of 
the Olympic yachtsman, with whom 
he had founded a business after the 
WW II in Hamburg. 

Three months after the  Olympic 
Games in Rome in 1960, Robert 
 Mulka, who had been responsi-
ble in Auschwitz for the acquisition 
of the poison gas Zyklon B, and who 
had personally selected people for 
the death chambers, was taken into 
 custody. The “trial against Mulka and 
others” (with to Mulka, 24 Auschwitz 
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guards were charged) became the 
first “Auschwitz-process” in history. 

It started on 20 December 1963 in 
Frankfurt and lasted 183 days. To 
 finance the defence of his father, Rolf 
Mulka sold his Olympic yacht Macky 
VI, which meant a two-year gap in 
his sailing. Although the prose cutor 
demanded 36,500 life sentences – 
the number of people Mulka  selected 
for the death chambers – this was 
changed into a 14-year term, for of 
“assisting in mutual murder in at 
least four cases to at least 750 people 
each”. Because of his “unsuitability 
for detention” he was released early 
in 1968.

Jerzy Kulej (POL / photo), *19  October 
1940 in Częstochowa, †13 July 2012 in 
Warsaw; he was one of 14 boxers to 
win two consecutive  Olympic gold 
medals. The light-welterweight won 
in the final against  Yevgeni  Frolov 
(URS) in Tokyo in 1964 (a man he 
had previously beaten in the  Soviet 
 Union-Poland match in  Moscow). 
In 1968, he beat the Cuban Enrique 
Regüeiferos Blanco. Kulej was cho-
sen for the Polish national team at 
the age of 19 and became national 
champion for the first time in 1961. In 
1963 and 1965, he won the European 
title; in 1967 he won a European  silver 
medal. By the time he retired in 1971 
he had won 317 of his 348 contests. 
Kulej then became a  trainer. Later, he 
 became a politician and was elected 
into the Polish Parliament (Sejm) in 
2001 for a four-year term. 

Jack Wells Davis (USA), *11 Septem-
ber 1930 in Amarillo, Texas; †20 July 
2012 in San Diego, California. In the 
1950s, Davis was ranked the world's 
top hurdler six times. In 1956, he 
set a world record of 13.4 s at the 
AAU championships. He took home 
 silver in the 110 m hurdles at the 1952 
and 1956 Olympics, losing the gold 
to Harrison Dillard in photo finishes. 
But he was invincible in the years 
between his Olympic appearances, 
and at one stage of his career won 
37 consecutive finals. In later years, 
Davis had a career as a real estate 
developer.

Elizabeth Ferris (GBR), *19 Novem-
ber 1940 in Bridgewater, Somerset, 
†12 April 2012 in London.  She was 
the last female Briton to win an 
 Olympic medal in diving – bronze 
in the 3 m springboard at the Rome 
1960 Games. In 1961 she won two 
gold medals at the World  Student 
Games. Dr. Ferris was a doctor 
specializing in acupuncture. She 
worked also as a freelance jour-
nalist, writer and broadcaster on 
sport. She assisted in the creation of 
the IOC Women and Sport Commis-
sion, of which she was a member 
from 1995. She also assisted in the 
 creation of the  British  Olympians 
Club and the World Olympians 
 Association (WOA), of which she was 
Vice-President for over 10 years.

Nils Karlsson (SWE), *25 June 1917 
in Östnor, Mora (Dalarna); †16 
June 2012 in Mora, Dalarna. With 
 Karlsson, who was named “Mora- 
Nisse” after his hometown Mora, 
died the oldest Olympic cham-
pion in the  Olympic Winter Games 
to date. The Swede won the 50 km 
cross-country race in St. Moritz in 
1948. In the 18 km, he disappointed 
with a fifth place, because he had 
problems with the thin air. Karlsson 
participated for the first time in the 
Swedish championships in 1938 and 
came 25th. The WW II robbed him of 
two participations in the Olympic 
Winter Games.

He celebrated his greatest perform-
ances in the famous VASA-Loppet 
over 85.5 km with start in Sälen and 
finish in Mora. He won this race nine 
times in total (1943, 1945 to 1951 and 
1953). In 1953 he retired as 17-times 
Swedish champion and opened a 
sports shop in Mora. At the Olympic 
Winter Games in 1956 and 1960 he 
acted as instructor of the  Swedish 
cross-country skiers. For many 
years he was chief of the Organi-
zing  Committee and in charge of the 
 VASA-Loppet race.

Volker Kluge / Anthony Th. Bijkerk

The ISOH offers the families 
of the deceased its sincere 
condolences.
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Oertel, Heinz Florian/Otto, Kristin (Publ.)

Kluge, Volker (Ed.)

Unser Olympiabuch. London 2012

Das Neue Berlin, Berlin 2012

240 p. ¤ 19,95.

ISBN 978-3-360-02142-7

Reviewed by Karl Lennartz.

It appears every two years, regular 
as clockwork, exactly five days  after 
a major sporting event. This year 
the Olympic Closing Ceremony took 
place on August 12, Volker Kluge's 
book was launched on August 16 
and hit the bookshops the follow-
ing day.

As publishers are mentioned 
Heinz Florian Oertel, the best known 
sports presenter in the old GDR and 
six time swimming gold medal-
list  Kristin Otto, now a television 
presenter on ZDF. In reality, the 
book has been put  together by ISOH 
Journal editor Volker Kluge and his 
team. 

What is necessary to publish such 
a well researched work, with stun-
ning photography and accurate sta-
tistics in such a short time?

Everything is planned at an early 
stage. The size of the volume, the 
layout, the individual chapters and 
the length of each have been de-
cided. Some chapters were already 
written and placed in the prelimi-
nary set-up, among these a con-
tribution by Volker Kluge himself 
about the Torch Relay from Olympia 
to  London; another chapter by Karl 
Lennartz about Much Wenlock and 
the many English Olympic Games 

held since the 17th Century, and a 
third by Andreas Höfer about the 
 Olympic Movement.

The book has a daily Games  diary 
by Kluge, which offers a critical ap-
praisal of the progress of the Games. 
This is followed by sixteen chap-
ters about the various sports. These 
were the responsibilities of 16 co-
workers (other sports journalists). 
The book is completed by a statis-
tic section which is of great value 
to historians and statisticians. The 
superb illustrations should also be 
mentioned.

How did this all came about dur-
ing the Games? From early  morning 
until late in the evening Kluge 
spent his days at the Main Press 
Centre, following the progress of 
the Games on the huge television 
screens. There he wrote, selected 
photographs and edited the copy 
 produced by his correspondents. 
Each evening the material of the day 
was sent to Berlin.

Once there, the layout and desig-
ners CreAtiv Werbeagentur got 
to work. When individual sports 
reached their conclusion, the rele-
vant chapter could go to press even 
though the Games were still going 
on. Even so much of the work was 
only finished during the last week- 
end. By the night following the 
Closing Ceremony, the manuscript 
was finally ready. 

By the following Thursday, barely 
four days after the flame had died, 
the book was ready and was on sale 
a day later. Even so, it still included 
the revised result of the women's 
shot, following a doping case which 
had only been resolved on August 
13. It was a source of great pride to 
Kluge and his team that they were 
completely up to date when going 
to press. 

Should we consider this book as 
a “Quickie” as a valuable refer-
ence work, in German the “Stand-
ardwerk” still of use and value for 
years to come? I own all previous is-
sues and I use them almost daily, 
which already answers the question. 

The book is good value for the cov-
er price of  19.95 Euros. The book will 
be a delight to any Olympic enthu-
siast, even those who do not speak 
German, such is the quality of the 
statistical information and photo-
graphic material.

In recent years many post-Olym-
pic books were published, particu-
larly in Germany. In some years as 
many as ten have appeared. In 2012, 
three titles have appeared so far. 
Next to Kluge’s book came the book 
by Sven Simon/dpa “Olympische 
Spiele London 2012”, Copress, 192 p., 
¤ 19.90 and  “Olympia 2012. Stars & 
Spiele” by Die Werkstatt /dapd, 192 
p., ¤ 19.90. 

Is this a sign of a decreasing inter-
est in the Games?

Anthony Th. Bijkerk 

OLYMPISCH ORANJE 

Van Athene 1896 t/m Londen 2012 

Spaar en Hout, Haarlem, 608 p., ¤ 29.90

ISBN 978908683-0435

Reviewed by Ruud Paauw

On the exact day that the Nether-
lands Olympic Committee cele-
brated its 100th birthday in  hotel 
 Krasnapolsky in Amsterdam (the 
place where it was founded), ISOH 
Secretary-General Anthony Th. 
 Bijkerk presented in the meeting 
the third edition of his magnum 
opus “Olympisch Oranje”. In this 
edition he corrected a few mis-
takes, added notes, and wrote new 
chapters ,  including London 2012 
and an amusing story about the 
history of the now famous Holland 
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Heineken House (“A home away 
from home”).

“Olympisch Oranje” is without 
exaggeration the complete histo-
ry of the Dutch Olympic  Movement. 
One will find the names and chris-
tian names of all the athletes that 
participated, their profession or 
study, dates of birth and death, 
their achievements at the Games, 
the names of the flag-bearers, the 
Dutch NOC and IOC Members etc. Ask 
what you want and you will find the 
answer. It is the result of more than 
forty years of very careful research. 
Icalled it earlier a Herculean effort by 
Anthony and I cannot give it a better 
description.

There is one word of criticism. 
 “Olympic Oranje” contains an enor-
mous amount of statistics and rather 
few photographs. I counted only five 
in the text for the period 1996-2012. 
I would have liked a better balance.

The book has a foreword by 
IOC President Jacques Rogge and an 
introduction by NOC President André 
Bolhuis.

Tim Koch 

W.D. Kinnear  

World Amateur Sculling  Champion 

20 p., £10, Tim.Koch123@gmail.com 

Reviewed by Philip Barker

William Duthie Kinnear was Scots-
man who settled in London, struck 
gold in the single sculls at the 1912 
Stockholm Games and here, his 
 story is told in a pleasing if slim 
 volume by Auriol Kensington 
 Rowing Club historian Tim Koch.

He has been able to make use of 
club archives and a range of news-
paper accounts.

Perhaps the most valuable ele-
ment of this book is a transcript of a 
recording made by his son Donald in 
1965. By that time WD Kinnear was 
already in his eighties, but recalled 
his exploits with remarkable clarity, 
save for the odd small error correct-
ed by his son.

On why he took up sculling, the 
man who became known in rowing 
circles as Wally recounted: “It looks 
easy, lovely and easy, slipping along 
the water people cheering you.”

The production is modest but 
 includes illustrations from the club 
archives which have by and large 
reproduced well. These include a 
charming family group from 1910, a 
picture of him during wartime serv-
ice and some splendid photos from 
his sculling career including three 
taken at the Stockholm Olympic re-
gatta. He is also pictured in later life 
with the great Jack Beresford Junior, 
arguably the finest British oarsman 
in the pre-Redgrave era.

In an established tradition, cur-
rent members of the club travel by 
river to Henley Royal Regatta. This 
year, appropriately their boat bore 
the name “Kinnear”.

Bogdan Tuszyński / Henryk Kurzyński

Od Chamonix i Paryża do Vancouver

Leksykon olimpijczyków polskich 1924–2010

Polski Komitet Olimpijski, Warsaw 2011, 

p. 1127, 80 zł

ISBN 978-83-86320-01-1 

Reviewed by Volker Kluge

In Poland the Olympic traditions 
have always been maintained. The 
publication of the enlarged lexicon 
of Polish Olympic competitors (the 
first appeared in 2007) is dazzling 
proof of that. 

The main author is the 80 year-old 
sports historian Bogdan Tuszyński, a 
well-known radio and TV report-
er, who has previously published 
over 30 books, including “KUSY”, 
the biography of the 1932 Polish 
10,000m Olympic champion Janusz 
Kusociński, who was executed by 
the Germans in 1940. Co-author of 
the lexicon was Henryk Kurzyński, a 
building technician and collector of 
sports data.

The book, over 1000 pages long, 
begins with an alphabetical list of 
all Poles who have competed in the 
Olympic Games. Thus it is easy to 
find the athletes one is looking for 
as they are arranged by sport.

Even if one does not read Polish, 
it is not hard to understand the 
 biographies, each illustrated with 
a photograph. As a rule the follow-
ing information is given: height and 
weight, date and place of birth, as 
well as for deceased athletes date 
and place of death, clubs to which 
they belonged, coaches, Olympic 
participation with results, further 
sporting successes, career devel-
opment, husband or wife (and in 
many cases also children) as well 
as – if applicable – the present 
situation in life. Nor have reser-
vists and medal winners in the arts 
competitions been forgotten. In the 
concluding section there are lists of 
Polish Olympic teams and all these 
participants are again listed. 

For anyone who wants to know 
more about Polish sport it should 
be a duty to read this exemplary 
 lexicon. �
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Letters to
the Editor

Re: Steve Menary, To GB or not to 
GB. The British Olympic Football 
Team, JOH 20 (2012) 2, p. 27-33.

I read the excellent contribution by 
Steve Menary with great interest. It 
was very well researched and con-
tained much new material.

However I would like to address 
two areas which extend beyond the 
content of Menary’s contribution.

The first officially recognized 
 Olympic football tournament did 
not take place in London 1908. It 
had three predecessors. In 1900 
in Paris four football matches by a 
French team against foreign teams 
were planned, of which two took 
place, one against a Belgian team 
and one against an English team. 
The two winners must be regarded 
as Olympic champions. After each 
game there was a Victory Ceremony.

In 1904 in St. Louis three teams 
played against each other for the 
victory. The Canadian team of FC Galt 
became Olympic champion.

In 1906 in Athens teams compet-
ed from Denmark, Greece, Saloniki 
and Izmir. The Danes were Olympic 
champions.

An Olympic football tournament 
is not official only when the IOC, as 
in 1908 in London, influences the 
 program. In 1896, 1900, 1904 and 
1906 the collaboration of the Orga-
nizing Committee with the IOC, as far 
as the program was concerned, was 
more or less zero. And yet those Ol-
ympic Games existed. Not the IOC– 
see Athens 1906 – can decide on 
Olympic happenings, but only good 
source analysis by historians.

Where better could information 
be found? With that we are con-
fronted by a second problem, of 
 research in the literature and/or 
 language. The English-speaking 

world  assumes basically that every-
one has a  command of English and 
knows the technical literature in 
 English. Again and again I have 
 experienced at congresses that col-
leagues were very proud of having 
found and  examined a “new un-
explored  subject”. Very often I was 
able to point out that that subject 
was long since known about and 
conclusively discussed in German- 
language essays and books. We must 
know that for a long time more than 
half of Olympic literature appeared 
in German. Even today it is a large 
part. And  Olympic research goes on 
in many other  languages.

What does this mean for the 
 Olympic football tournament? 
 Jürgen Buschmann and I have 
gone to the effort of examining 
in detail, in six volumes, all tour-
naments from 1896 to 1936. The 
1908 researches are to be found in: 
Buschmann/ Lennartz,  Olympische 
Fussballturniere, Band I, Erste 
Schussversuche. Athen 1896 bis 
London 1908, Agon, Kassel 1999.

Historical research is never-end-
ing, and there are always new reali-

sations. Menary’s contribution is one 
of those. He brings new information 
and quotes sources that in 1999 we 
did not know about or use. For that 
reason I return to the recognition I 
expressed at the start of this letter.

Karl Lennartz, St. Augustin, GER

Re: Olympians of the Athens 1906 
Olympic Games posthumously 
dishonoured

During the Opening Ceremony of the 
London 2012 Olympic Games both 
Jacques Rogge and Lord Coe claimed 
that London is the only city to have 
hosted the Olympics three times.

Athens has hosted Olympic 
Games, under the auspices of the 
IOC, in 1896, 1906 and 2004.  Athens 
1906 was recognized by the IOC, 
against the wishes of Baron Pierre 
de Coubertin, as its second  Olympics 
when it was organized and held 
(see p. 155 “A Brief History of the 
 Olympic Games” by Professor David 
C. Young).

Paris 1900 and St. Louis 1904 were 
held under the auspices of the Paris 
Exposition and the World’s Fair 

Re: Sándor Tarics, Hungarian water polo player, with 99 years oldest living
 Olympic champion in 1936; JOH 1 / 2012, pp. 70-72  
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 respectively and were not recog-
nized by the IOC at that time. Paris 
and St.Louis were later brought un-
der the IOC’s umbrella but that left 
the dilemma of what to do with 
Athens 1906. It was not until the 
 “Brundage Commission” of 1949 
that the IOC reached a decision to 
call them  “Intermediate Games”.

Olympic Games hosted prior to 
the foundation of the IOC, in 1894, 
are not recognized by the IOC. That 
excludes three hosted in Athens 
in 1859, 1870, and 1875. The Pan   -
a thenian Stadium in Athens, the 
only Olympic Stadium of the 19th 
century, has hosted events at five 
Olympics since 1870.

The IOC also ignores an Olympics 
held in London from July 31, 1866, 
and the National Olympic Asso-
ciation, which was called “National 
 Olympian Association” at that time, 
was specifically founded for the 
event.

What I find particularly offensive is 
that Rogge and Coe made the claim 
during the Opening Ceremony since 
the parade of the athletes by nation 
was an innovation of Athens 1906. 
The Olympians of the Athens 1906 
Games knew exactly what they com-
peted for. Unfortunately, none of 
them are still alive to argue their case 
and they deserve a public apology.

Mike Pagomenos, Edgware, GBR

Re: Book Review Myles Garcia,
Secrets of the Olympic Ceremonies
JOH 20 (2012) 2, p. 78.

I thank Philip Barker for his thought-
ful review of my book, however, 
there are some points he made that I 
would like to reply to: 

(1) Naming Los Angeles 1984 over 
Moscow 1980 as the start of the 
 latter day over-the-top Opening 
Ceremonies, I picked Los Angeles for 
two reasons: 

(a) because until the late advent 
of YouTube, any coverage of  Moscow 
1980, either in the sports compe-
tition or ceremonies, was hard to 
come by in the USA, the primary 

market for the book. Thus, how 
could I discuss something that most 
prospective readers of the book had 
not seen or were unfamiliar with? 

(b) Moscow 1980 was staged  under 
a totalitarian government where 
participants were required to render 
their services to the Games vs. the 
"free enterprise, of-your-own- 
volition" nature of Los Angeles 1984. 
And which is also why there is great-
er discussion of the Moscow 1980 
ceremonies in the Socialist Sports 
Machines chapter (Two) of the book. 

(2) Omitted subjects Mr.  Barker 
pointed out, such as the absence 
of the US flag at the Moscow 1980 
 Closing or about the Olympic an-
them, were judgment calls made 
primarily due to space limitations. 
I also felt those were subjects of less-
er importance. 

(3) … 
(4) Barker mentions the photo of 

the Salt Lake 2002 cauldron being 
transported to Salt Lake City under 
wraps. Unfortunately, in a more up-
dated version (the current April 2012 
publication date) from the  review 
copy he received, I had to delete this 
photo due to more text which came 
in. Similarly, it does not appear in 
the eBook version as do another 135 
of the images seen only in the print 
version. The Kindle or Nook versions 
of the book are limited in terms of 
byte space; therefore the majority 
of images did not carry over. Only 14 
images survived the transfer to the 
electronic medium. 

Myles Garcia, Hayward, CA, USA

Re: The Biographies of all IOC 
Members, Vol. 19, No. 3/2011, p. 63

Two notes to the biography of the 
Belgian Baron Gaston de Trannoy. 
His place of birth was Schaarbeek, 
and he died in Villers-la-Ville.

Roland Renson, Vaalbeck, BEL

The editor reserves the right 

to   abbreviate readers’ letters.

Member Information

NEW MEMBERS

Gradus Evert Jan Eenink. *27 May 1957. 

Home: Heisterboomsdijk 1, 7021 HG Zel-

hem, NETHERLANDS. Home Telephone: 

(31)-(0)314-621830. E-mail: wim.eenink@

planet.nl. Business telephone: (31)-

622949322. Occupation: regional salesman 

for Charles Vogele Corporation. Special 

 Research Interests: Dutch Olympic sports; 

Official Reports; tickets from events in 

which Dutch participants won an  Olympic 

gold medal; Olympic programs; pins, 

badges medals, diplomas, accreditations 

and signatures from Dutch Olympians.

Thomas M. Hunt, J.D. Ph.D. *11 May 1978. 

Home: 800 Barton Boulevard, Austin, TX 

78704, USA. Home Telephone: (1)-512-940-

1877. Email: tmhunt@austin.utexas.edu. 

Business: University of Texas, Department 

of Kinesiology and Health Education, 1 

University Station – D3600, Austin TX 78712-

0360, USA. Business Telephone: (1)-512-

471-0994. Business Fax: (1)-512-471-1080. 

Occupation: Assistant Professor. Publi-

cations: Drug Games: The International 

 Olympic Committee and the Politics of Dop-

ing 1960-2008 [University of Texas Press, 

Austin, Texas, 2011]; many peer-reviewed 

articles (list attached to application). Spe-

cial Research Interests: Legal and political 

history of the Modern Olympic Movement; 

specially focused on the regulatory history 

of doping in international sport as well as 

the diplomatic dimensions of the Modern 

Olympic Movement. Lifetime member.

Howard L. Laguna. *12 June 1962. Home: 

3107 W. Black Hill Ct, Westlake Village, CA 

91362, USA. Home Telephone: (1)-805-

707-5707. Email: howard@victorygym

nastics.com. Business: 2330 Teller Road, 

Newsbury Park, CA 91320, USA. Business 

Telephone: (1)-805-376-9059. Busi-

ness FAX: (1)-805-376-9064. Occupation: 

Owner, Victory Gymnastics Academy/Public 

Accountant. Special Research Interests: All 

Olympic subjects, administration, organi-

zation, athletics, etc. Lifetime member.

Rudolf Laky. *1 December 1969. Home: 

Steubenring 7, 53175 Bonn, GERMANY. 

 Business Telephone: (49)-(0)1511-6887441. 

 Email: rudy1@tonline.de. Occupation: 

Financial Controller. Publications: Kis 

János/Laky Rudolf: Téli Olimpiák (Winter 

Olympics; 2009). Special Research Interests: 

Winter Olympics; Politics and the Olympic 

 Movement; Olympic Games before WW II.
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Ray Mason. *23 September 1956. Home: 

69 Leopold Street, Croydon Park, NSW 2133, 

AUSTRALIA. Home Telephone: (61)-2-9798-

0718. Email: raymason23@optusnet.com.

au. Occupation: writer/researcher. Pub-

lications: 100 Great Australian  Olympians 

[by Graeme Atkinson, updated in 1999]; 

Australian Sport Through Time [ten edi-

tions between 1996 and 2009]; One day 

Cricket Lists; Test Rugby Lists; The Australian 

Book of Lists; The Great Aussie Sports Quiz 

Book 2004, 2006 & 2007; ABC Grandstand 

Sports Almanac 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, & 

2003 [by David Clark, as contributor]; Inside 

Sport [Australia’s leading sport monthly 

magazine, as regular contributor]. Special 

 Research Interests: Team Sports and Aus-

tralian athletes. Lifetime member.

Jacques de Navacelle de Coubertin. *29 

June 1946. Home: Château de Mirville, 500 

route du chateau, 76210 Mirville, FRANCE. 

Home Telephone: (33)-(0)23-531-9630. E

mail: J2nav46@gmail.com. Mobile Phone: 

(33)-658493511. Occupation: Retired. Spe-

cial Research Interests: All information 

concerning Pierre de Coubertin's work and 

ideals. (Replacing his father Geoffroy de 

Navacelle de Coubertin).

Fernando Palomo. * 19 November 1972. 

Home: 48 Dartmouth Drive, Canton, CT 

06019, USA. Home Telephone: (1)-860-302-

6320. Email: fernando.j.palomo@espn.

com. Business: Building 3, Second Floor, 

ESPN Plaza, Bristol, CT 06010, USA. Business 

Telephone: (1)-860-766-4728. Occupation: 

journalist. Publications: http: //espnde-

portes.espn.go.com/blogs/index?entryID=7

16014&name=fernando_palomo&cc=3888. 

Special Research Interests: IOC member-

ships; Olympic candidatures, athletics, the 

first Olympic Games.

Prof. Kyoko Raita. *17 August 1963. Home: 

Takamine 13-7, Showa, Nagoya, Aichi, 

JAPAN 466-0811. Home Telephone/Fax: 

(81)-52-893-6930. Email: kraita@sass.

chukyo.u.ac.jp. Business: School of Health 

and Sport Sciences, Chukyo University, 

Tokodachi 101, Kaizu, Toyota, Aichi, JAPAN. 

Business Telephone/Fax: (81)-565-46-

6568. Occupation: Professor. Publications: 

Japanese books only. Special Research In-

terests: History of Women and the Olympic 

Movement; history of Japan in the Olympic 

Movement.

Mrs. Tracy S. Reavis. *not given. Home: 

22 Quincy Place NE, Washington, DC 20002, 

USA. Mobile telephone: (1)-347-405-4111. 

Email: tsreavis@gmail.com. Occupation: 

writer. Publications: Glory: A Collection of 

Moments in British Olympic History. Special 

Research Interests: Basketball; memora-

bilia; race and culture; Spain.

Dr. Jean Williams. *25 January 1964. Home: 

The Lodge, Beaumanor Drive, Woodhouse, 

Leicester LE12 8TX, ENGLAND. Home Tel-

ephone: (44)-(0)7977-119176. Email: jwil

liam@dmu.ac.uk. Business: De Montfort 

University, 3.06C Clephan Building, Leices-

ter LE1 9BH, ENGLAND. Business Telephone: 

(44)-(0)116-2506304. Occupation: Senior 

Research Fellow,. International Centre for 

Sports History and Culture. Publications: 

Aquadynamics and the  Athletocracy: 

 Jennie Fletcher and the  British Women’s 4 

x 100 metre Freestyle Relay Team at the 1912 

Stockholm Olympic Games [2012; Costume; 

46 (2); pages 145-164]; Gladys Carson in Par-

is 1924: half told Olympic stories [Sporting 

Biography 1993-2013: Approaches, Prob-

lems and Debates (ICSHC in conjunction 

with the Oxford DNB) DMU March 30, 2012]; 

The Most Important Photograph in the His-

tory of Women’s Olympic Participation: 

Jennie Fletcher and the British Women’s 

4 x 100 metre Freestyle Relay Team at the 

1912 Stockholm Olympic Games [2012; Sport 

in History, Special Issue: Britain, Britons 

and the Olympic Games, 32 (2) pages 204-

230]; many other articles and publications 

in list attached to the application. Special 

Research Interests: Will be writing a mono-

graph on British women Olympians 1900-

2012 (MUP, 2013); in 2013 A Contemporary 

History of Women’s Sport will be published 

by Routledge Research; will also publish 

(2013) a history of Women’s Football in each 

of the 53 member European nations with 

co-author Peter Lang.

STUDENT MEMBERS

Brad J. Congelio. *November 1, 1984. 

Home: 150 Wilson Avenue, London, Ont. 

N6H 1X7, CANADA. Home Telephone: (1)-

304-559-5901. Email: bcongeli@uwo.ca. 

Occupation: PhD Student. Olympic Publica-

tions: The History of American Football,” [in 

Sports Around The World: History,  Culture, 

and Practice, ed. John Nauright and Charles 

Parrish (ABC-CLIO, 2012)]; Review of:  Padres 

on Mount Olympus: Los Angeles and the 

Production of the 1932 Mega-Event, [by 

S. Dinces, Olympika: The International 

Journal of Olympic Studies, vol. XX (2011)]; 

Review of: Managing Colonial Contradic-

tions: French Attitudes towards El Ouafi's 

1928  Olympic Victory, [by T. Terret & A. Roger, 

Olympika: The International Journal of 

 Olympic Studies, vol. XX (2011)]; Review of: 

Photographs, Materiality, and Sport His-

tory: Peter  Norman and the 1968 Mexico 

City Black Power Salute, [by G. Osmon]. 

Specific Olympic Research Interests: High-

level  politics at the Olympic Games (ie., US 

Presidential Administration involvement 

and decision making) and Cold War politics.

PATRON MEMBERS

Barcelona Olympic Foundation (Fun-

dació Barcelona Oímpica); Avinguda de 

l’Estadi no 60, 08006 Barcelona, SPAIN. 

Telephone: (34)-93-460660. Fax: (34)-93-

467143. Contact: Juli Pernas; Email: jper

nas@fbolimpica.es.

OLD MEMBERS – NEW INFORMATION

Héctor Argüelles. New address: Home: 

207 West, 11th Street, Apt. 1C, New York City, 

NY 10014, USA.

Dr. Daphné Bolz. New Address and tel-

ephone:.Home: Sulzaer Straße 2, 14199 

Berlin, GERMANY. Home Telephone: (49)-

(0)30/89510551.

Frank Cosentino. Change in address:. 

Home: 25 Maple Ridge Drive., Box 316, 

Eganville, Ontario K0J 1TO, CANADA.

Patrice Fontaine. All mail to be sent to 

the address: 7597, rue Dollier, Montréal, 

Québec H1S 2J7, CANADA.

Jeroen Heijmans. New Address: Home: 

Bleekstraat 70c, 3134 EB Vlaardingen, 

NETHERLANDS.

James Richard MacFarlan. New Address: 

Home: 16 Avoca Street, Highett, VIC 3190, 

AUSTRALIA. Lifetime member.

Robert Alan Mechikoff. Change in home 

and business address: 1136 South Cleve-

land Street, Oceanside, California 92054, 

USA. Email: rmechikoff11@aol.com. Busi-

ness: San Diego Christian College, Depart-

ment of Kinesiology, 2100 Greenfield Drive, 

El Cajon, California 92019, USA. 

Theo Stevens. New Email: theoste

vens1937@gmail.com.

As per October 28, 2012.

Note from the Secretary- General: 
Members who have a change 
of  address, telephone- and/or 
 fax-numbers, or an e-mail  
address, should always inform 
the Secretary- General.


