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Abstract
With its long coastline and vast lowlands, it is expected that over the decades to come 
Vietnam is one of the countries of South-East Asia which will be most affected by climate 
change.  Southern Vietnam, with a pronounced dry climate, is of particular given the presence 
of major towns and the lowlands already intensively used for agriculture.  Analysing climatic 
records from six stations in and around Binh Thuan province indicate that besides an 
orographic gradient, with increasing rainfall at higher altitude, there is also a east-west 
gradient: the eastern parts being markedly drier than the western part.  Though overall the 
agroclimatic data do not allow discern any firm trend, the length of growing period is already 
a critical agro-climatic variable in the driest parts of the province.  Projection of future climate 
indicate that this climatic variable is also the most likely to change. Trends in land-use change 
indicate that irrigation is on the increase and that this offers the most effective strategy for 
poverty reduction. However, measures should be taken to guarantee best possible land land 
husbandry whereby particular care should be taken to avoid salinisation and/or alkalinisation 
of irrigated land.  Development of schemes guaranteeing adequate water supply both for 
irrigation as for domestic uses are hence crucial 
 


