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SUMMARY 

This paper is a progress report of the activities of the Belgian 
Middle Egypt Prehistoric Project. The studied sites belong to the 
Acheulean, the Middle and the Upper Palaeolithic period. Important 
characteristics of the sites and their industries are mentioned. A 
threefold subdivision of the Nile valley is presented. 

GEOMORPHOLOGY 

Two campaigns in 1976 and 1977 by the Belgian Middle Egypt Prehistoric 
Project have led to the discovery and the excavation of different pre-
historic sites on the West Bank of the Nile between Asyut and Nag' 
Hammadi. Meanwhile the geomorphology and the Quaternary geology of 
the sites and their surroundings are explored (Fig. 1). 

The investigation was mainly directed at sites geologically and 
archaeologically in situ. Wadi activity has destroyed and reworked 
many sites so that artifacts can be found in nearly all wadi deposits. 
The abundant occurrence of surface artifacts within the whole area is 
not considered here. 

Present knowledge about the geological evolution of the Nile has 
been updated by Sad (1975). 

Morphologically, the Nile valley can be subdivided into three units. 
The VALLEY BORDER LEVELS are considered as the first unit. They have 
either a structural or a fluviatile origin. They are situated on 
different heights above the alluvial plain and are bordered by steep 
slopes. The 25 m erosion level, well developed north-west of Tahta, 
in our opinion, is the lowest of this unit. 

The second unit is the LOWER DESERT, gently rising from the allu-
vial plain to about 20 m above it. Morphologically this unit is 
composed of a series of fans, most of which are dissected into several 
levels by later wadi activity. Near El Ghineimya, four wadi deposits 
have been distinguished (Vermeersch, et al. in press). 

The third unit is the ALLUVIAL PLAIN. 
The wadi sediments have variable thicknesses and mask the older 
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xile or wadi deposits so that no Nile deposit is exposed at the sur-

face, not even the youngest one just above the alluvial plan. The 
highest Nile deposits in the lower desert are the so-called Dandara 
silts (Said, et al., 1970), which, however, consist texturally of a 
heavy clay. They occur as high as 20 m above the alluvial plain and 
cover an undulating relief of Nile and wadi origin. 

The landscape evolution after the deposition of the Dandara clays 
s.s. forms the actual relief of the lower desert. 

In the prospected area no artifacts have been discovered within 
the deposits of the valley border levels, thus confirming SaTd (1975). 
Ihe oldest flakes geologically in situ were reworked in wadi deposits 
underlYing the Dandara clays (Vermeersch et al., in press). 

PREHISTORY 

At Mag' Ahmed Khalifa (site n °  76/36 : 26° 10' N, 31 ° 58' E), red 
weathered fan deposits (wadi deposits III, Vermeersch et al, in press; 
Abassia formation? SaTd, 1975) contained an Acheulean industry, exca-
vated during the 1977 campaign. This material, in rather fresh con-
dition, is composed of bifaces of different types and of by - products. 
Some of them are unfinished, and their preparational flakes have been 
found. This seems to indicate that they have been flaked not far up-
stream from the place of their actual discovery. 

Some irregular cores, without any trace of Levallois technique have 
been collected together with heavy, mostly cortical flakes. 

The bifaces are mostly amygdaloid, with thick butts, sometimes 
cortical. A following group is composed of cordiforms and a third 
one consists of bifacial cleavers. Merely a few bifaces are oval or 
lanceolate. We also collected one bifacial side-scraper. 

Another important group are the so-called "chopping tools" : flat 
pebbles with double sided flaking on one edge. A few - sometimes 
pointed - seem to correspond to real tools. Others can better be 
thought of as preparations of bifacial pieces. 

The majority of the sites, can be attributed to the Middle Palaeo-
lithic, mostly with Levallois technique. 

Some of them are merely surface concentrations without any strati-
graphic correlation. Their morphological position is variable. Some 
are situated on the edge of the high plateau outside the Nile valley 
itself, e.g. the huge site of Djebel Abu el Nur (site n °  76/47 : 25' 
56' N; 32 °09'E), already mentioned by Vignard (1922). Others are 
situated on isolated hills or edges of Nile valley border levels. 
The site of Rab' Abu Zeid (site n °  76/11 : 26 °51' N; 31 ° 19' E) can be 
found at 26 m above the alluvial plain on a denuded terrace scarcely 
covered with well rounded Nile pebbles. 

The construction of pylone revealed a concentration of flakes and 
cores, numerous of which have Levallois technique of Nubian type 
(Guichard, 1965). 	In Nag' el Gawánim (site n °  76/17 : 26 ° 34' N; 31 °  
35' E), on top of a gravel terrace 33 m above the alluvial plein, a 
large area was covered with Middle Pal aeolithic artifacts. Under the 
surface these artifacts have shown to be very fresh and unpatinated. 
Very similar sites were discovered at Belt Khallaf (site n'76/25 : 
26° 18' N; 31 045' E), 50 m above the alluvial plein and at El Busa 
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(site n°  76/41 	26 °04 N; 31°59' E), some 60 m above the valley fl ow  
both also on top of a gravel terrace. As tools are very rare, they 	' 
all seem to be flaking sites. 

Other Middle Palaeolithic sites are situated on small elevations 
in the lower desert, e.g. Beit Allem and Nazlet Khátir. 

The site of Belt Allem (site n °  76/30 : 26 ° 14' N; 31 ° 51' E), has 
been excavated during the 1977 campaign. It is located on a small 
elevation, 1,5 m above the wadi floor and 8 m above the alluvial platL 
This small hill consists of course sands on several places underlying 
the Dandara clays. These deposits contain a layer of rounded flint 
cobbles. The latter, concentrated in the wadi bottom near the site,' 
are used as raw material for the debitage. 

The industry, archaeologically in situ, is situated within wadi 
deposits. An important wadi activity, posterior to the occupation, 
eroded a large area of the site. The industry is characterized by 
the presence of two different groups of cores, a first one with cen-
tripetal flaking technique leading to the typical Levallois core (80:) 
and a second, less important, group characterized by one or more 
striking platforms, some of them producing rather nice blades and 
bladelets. The Levallois flakes are nearly as numerous as the Level-
bis cores. Even in the field some of them could be reassembled with 
the corresponding Levallois care. The Levallois flakes are not very 
large with an average length of 49 mm and an average width of 40 mm. 
Their shape is retangular or oval. Retouched tools are almost absent, 
which seems to indicate that the site should be interpreted as a 
flaking site. 

The site of Nazlet Khátir (site n °  78/12 : 26 °47' N; 31 °23' E) is 
situated on the desert edge, 7 m above the alluvial plein. Very huge 
concentrations of artifacts (up to 2000 per m ) are imbedded in wadi 
gravels overlying Nile sands and silts. The industry is very fresh. 
Levallois cores are frequent, mostly of Nubian technique (Guichard, 
1965). Other cores are nearly absent. Levallois flakes are numerous 
and generally much larger than those of Beit Allem. They are found 
together with Levallois blades and Levallois points. Retouched tools 
are not frequent. 

Upper Pal aeolithic sites have not been discovered in the lower 
desert. However, two surface sites on valley border levels produced 
a large quantity of artifacts, which can be attributed to this period. 

The first at El Gat'a (site n °  76/43 : 26 °00' N; 32 °06' E) is sit-
uated on the top c4 a mesa, 60 m above the lower desert. A concentra -
tion of about 20 m contained many thousands of artifacts, the blades 
of which were numerous. Tools are very rare and only represented by 
some backed bladelets. 

The second site, at Beit Khallaf (site n °  76/27 : 26 ° 18' N; 31 °45' 
E), on the edge of a limestone mesa, yielded an oval concentration of 
artifacts of about 10 m diameter. Small flint pebbles were used as 
raw material. 

Different debitage techniques were known : globular cores for thick 
flakes, blade cores and small Levallois cores. The blade cores are 
either made on the edge of thick flakes or are prepared on block by 
dorsal or lateral crests and often have two opposed striking platforms. 
The Levallois cores (without Nubian technique) mostly produce pointed 
or oval flakes. The assemblage contains about 200 tools : burins, 
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