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In 2006, more than 33.000 clandestine 

migrants arrive in the Canary Islands, 

over 7 times as many as in 2005

Source : www.bbc.com



« Barça mba Barzakh »

Source photos: www.bbc.com



A migrant culture

In Senegal, 34% of persons between 18 and 65 years old 

intend to migrate (Robin 2000)

« When you are old enough as a man, you will go abroad. »
(NIDI 2001)

•By air : Buying a visa increasingly difficult 

and expensive (+/- 4.000 €)

•By land : Crossing the Sahara, and Mellila 

& Ceuta (Strait of Gibraltar) increasingly 

secured  

•By sea: routes in existence since the 80s, 

first from Morocco, then from Mauritania, 

since recently from Senegal as well
Source: www.bbc.com



The inglorious return home

Source photos: www.bbc.com

2006: Close to 5,000 clandestine 

migrants repatriated to Senegal



HERA I, II & III

programmes

•Deploying experts to identify 

migrants and dismantle 

trafficking networks  

•Increasing technical equipment 

for patrolling borders of 

emigration countries  

•In 2006, interception of 3 887 

clandestine migrants en route to 

the Canary Islands, barely 1 for 

every 10 successful arrivals

Source : www.bbc.com

FRONTEX: 

the EU’s institutional watchdog



Reversing the Tide?

Films on migrant life in Europe aim to dissuade candidates
« To make money, you also need luck ... And that is God who 

decides … Some people left for Europe 10 years ago, and they 

still have nothing ... But if you have a profession, then perhaps 

you can make it, you just need some luck. »

Migrants from urban areas & an Agriculture in shambles 
« The REVA plan stinks»

In 2006: 3.000 persons intercepted yet 33.000 arrived safely
« The sea is a world»



Evolution in 2007-2008 

Arrivals into the Canary Islands by pirogue decreased:
to 12,000 in 2007 (-/- 60%)

Further down to 3,200 in first half of 2008 (-/-50%)

Persons intercepted by Frontex increased:
40% in 2007 compared to 10% in 2005

Further up to 60% in 2008

Legal migration has become an alternative option:
Spain issued 500 visas in 2007 and planned 2,700 for 2008

France opened up 108 professions previously closed to 

migration candidates

Other countries negotiating similar agreements with Senegal



Persistance of Migrant Culture

It doesn’t even have to be in Europe, even in another African country you 

can live better than in  your own country …You can save a little, for example 

if you make 10,000, you can keep 7,000 and eat only 3,000. But at home 

you cannot do that … because your mother is there, your sisters, your 

brothers-in-law who don’t have a job. And we help each other.

But if you are in Europe, you 

get your wages, you take 

some of it and send it home 

to your family, there will still 

be something left because 

you’re not sending all of it …



Socio-cultural pressure to share resources

Migrants as Role Models

Not sharing may lead to social exclusion & 

loosing safety net  

Migrant is free to set fixed monthly 

contribution him/herself. 

Financial freedom without risking of social 

exclusion



complicated further by 

Erosion of patron-client system 

Gerontocratic ceiling of opportunities

Kleptocracy due to politization of society

Marabouts role in democratic elections

Daily Stressors

Economic opportunities <> social solidarity



Cultural Dissonance

When individual perceives conflict between sets of 

rules from different cultures

Often applied in post-migration situations

Current economic world system market-based & core 

value is western notion of the individual

Senegalese economy further liberalized under current 

political regime

Socio-cultural systems however resilient & core value 

is social solidarity 



Cultural dissonance, 

stress and out-migration

Expected social behavior incompatible with 

expected economic behavior

Stress results from individual’s inability to 

cope with environmental demands

Out-migration offers opportunity for 

compromise between social and economic 

behaviors



Thank you for your attention


