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B.P. muhs, Tax Receipts, Taxpayers, and Taxes in Early Ptolemaic 
Thebes. oriental institute Publications 126. chicago: oriental insti-
tute, 2005. iSBn 1-885923-30-9.

This volume is at the same time a study of the early Ptolemaic tax system 
(pp. 1-103, sections 1-5), a prosopography of early Ptolemaic taxpayers in 
Thebes (pp. 105-134, section 6), and an edition of 61 Ptolemaic tax receipts 
from the nelson collection in the chicago oriental institute (pp. 135-179, 
section 7).

The first part of the book offers a survey of the early Ptolemaic tax sys-
tem, mainly the taxes in money. These were perhaps already introduced in the 
Persian period but come to the fore in the Ptolemaic period. They may have 
stimulated the monetisation of the egyptian economy. The tax receipts on pot-
sherds, which appear towards the end of the reign of Ptolemy i, are linked to the 
introduction of the tax-farming system, which is vividly presented on p. 7.

The central find of the book is the discovery of the tax reform system of 
Ptolemy ii in 264 Bc (pp. 6-10 and 29-60). in that year the yoke tax, for males 
only, was replaced by the salt tax, at a lower rate, but for both males and females; 
the harvest tax on vineyards and orchards was now levied by tax-farmers and 
no longer by the temples; and through the oil and beer “monopoly” the govern-
ment had a firm grip on important industrial sectors. Part of this was already 
known thanks to the revenue laws, but by his prosopographical method the 
author was able to redate scores of tax receipts to the earlier part of the reign 
of Ptolemy ii instead of Ptolemy iii. greek papyri start to flow only in the 
250’s; for the first time the Ptolemaic tax system can be seen at work in the 
preceding decennium. A new chapter has therefore been added to Ptolemaic 
administrative history.

on pp. 33-99 the author offers useful up-to-date lists of Theban tax re-
ceipts for all kinds of money taxes, with lots of corrections for readings and 
dates: the most common taxes in Thebes are the salt tax (103 receipts), the 
burial tax (63 receipts), the yoke tax (55 receipts), and the “price of oil” (42 
receipts). Though the lists are limited to Thebes, the author consistently uses 
documentation from other places in his study of the taxes. here one is aware 
of the double focus of the work, which is at the same time a study of early 
Ptolemaic taxation and of early Ptolemaic Thebes. for the salt tax, see now 
W. clarysse and D.J. Thompson, Counting the People in Hellenistic Egypt 2 
(cambridge 2006) 59-89.

The prosopography of 39 Theban tax payers who occur in more than one 
text (pp. 105-127) is an important methodological tool for dating (and redat-
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ing) the ostraca. on the whole i agree with the identifications proposed by 
muhs, though he does not always take account of the possible homonymy 
between grandfather and grandson, which makes the argument somewhat 
tricky if the years of payment are not consecutive. Thus the succession Spotous/
osoroeris (p. 67) is found over many generations in one or more priestly fami-
lies (Pros.Ptol. 3 and 9.5669, 5672, 5677, 5677a, 5816, 5816a, and 5817). i also 
have doubts for tax payer 4 (p. 107), who occurs only twice, under different 
names (Ta-by and Ta-my, though the orthography is indeed similar) in year 
7 and 15 respectively. Similarly the last two items in the list of tax payer 10 (p. 
111) are thirteen years later than the others, in a different collection and for 
different taxes; these persons may well be homonyms. on the whole, how-
ever, the arguments are convincing. The prosopography is followed, somewhat 
unexpectedly, by a study of papyrus archives of Theban mortuary priests, of 
whom only some appear in the prosopography (pp. 128-131 and stemmata 
pls. 30-32), and of the possible provenance of ostraca bought by 19th century 
collectors (pp. 132-134).

The texts are published in order of the inventory numbers, i.e. in random 
order (pp. 135-179, with photographs and facsimiles). 53 are Demotic, 1 greek, 
and 7 bilingual Demotic-greek. for the reader it would have been easier if they 
had been grouped according to date, type of tax or tax payers’ archives. now 
each text seems to stand by itself.

This leads to many overlaps: e.g. the scribe Ns-Min occurs in eleven texts, 
starting with text 1, and receives each time the same four-line note with refer-
ence to each of the other texts. it would have saved space if these references 
were given the first time, with a short cross-reference to that note elsewhere. 
Similarly the amount of the burial tax is explained, with all parallel passages, 
in the notes to nos. 8, 23, 29, 54, and 60. The argument for the reading 1/6 
kite, is repeated in full (5 lines) in the notes to nos. 6, 21, 28, 35, 42, 45, and 61, 
footnote 593 repeats note 591, etc.

Because many texts are written very cursively the readings often depend 
on parallels elsewhere. on the whole the editor did an excellent job. The fol-
lowing notes are suggestions rather than corrections.

Text 3.5. The name of the second person is cbq = Abykis; at the end of the 
next line an amount of kite must have followed.

Text 18. in l. 2 i prefer Psenthotes to Psenamounis (in l. 1 Psenamounis 
is written differently).

Text 21.41, 48. i read the name of this taxpayer (no. 28, p. 121) as Pa-ḥy 
(Pais) not Pa-ḫy (Paches or Pachois). This is also the reading of c. Andrews 
in P.Brit.Mus. 4. 
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Text 30. The name P-šr-ta-Mỉn is unexpected in early Ptolemaic Thebes. 
moreover there is no s sign. i wonder if we should not read Ỉmn-ḥtp p šr Ta-
Mỉn “Amenothes son of Taminis.” Amenothes is then identified by his mother’s 
name, preceded by p šr “the son” fully written out.

Text 30.2.1. The patronymic of Petemestous is clearly Pa-mn-n=s (Pamon-
nasis); cf. Demotisches Namenbuch, p. 369.

Text 30.2.5. The patronymic of the person is probably Pa-nfr (Panou-
phis).

Text 31. The name of the scribe is no doubt Ỉmn-ḥtp. The sign for s “son” 
is ligatured at the bottom of the divine determinative. The patronymic looks 
like Hrr.

Text 32. The figure 1/2 is what is expected, but not what one can read.
Text 33. The greek text begins with the (ἔτους) sign, perhaps followed 

by the figure 27.
Τext 43.1. The patronymic looks like Psenthotes.
The indexes (pp.181-262) are very full. They contain a long list of eng-

lish and demotic words (including very common words, such as tax, receipt, 
woman, third century, s “son of,” hd “money,” sh “written,” or kite, which over-
laps with qt) and of all texts quoted (inventory numbers first, though the texts 
are ordered according to publication numbers, which are given in brackets). 
Words and names found in the published ostraca are mixed up with words 
quoted in the introductory chapter or in the notes. Since patronymics are not 
listed separately, fathers’ names can only be found through sons or daughters. 
Separate indexes of demotic and greek words and names in the published texts 
would have been preferable.

This book makes a difference for the study of early Ptolemaic egypt, in 
the first place for the way the early Ptolemies organized the tax administration, 
but also because it links the tax ostraca and the demotic papyri of the mortu-
ary priests. many interesting details are also highlighted by the editor in his 
notes. for greek papyrologists the rendering of egyptian proper names at this 
early stage is certainly also of interest: greek endings are usually not yet added 
and the unstandardized forms often show features of the southern dialect, as 
was shown by the author in a later article “linguistic hellenization in early 
Ptolemaic Thebes,” Proceedings of the 24th International Congress of Papyrology 
(helsinki 2007) 2:793-806.

K.U.Leuven W. clarysse
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