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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor:
In response to questions raised by Mr. Aldhous, The New

Scientist, recently [1] about flow cytometry data reported in
our paper (see Fig. 2 in ref. [2]), we had the flow cytometry
data for that figure and the experimental approach used to
generate them reviewed by flow cytometry experts. It was
their consensus opinion that a number of the plots are
flawed, as corresponding IgG isotype control plots for sev-
eral of the plots differ even though the same IgG subtype
was used. Hence the plots in this particular figure should
not be relied upon as accurate representations of MAPC
surface marker profiles. While problems with these specific
plots undermine their utility as markers of the MAPC sur-
face phenotype, the flawed flow cytometry data do not oth-
erwise alter the conclusions of the paper. Nevertheless, we
wish to inform other scientists of the problems with these
published FACS profiles. Additional FACS plots subse-
quently published by my laboratory [3,4] detailing MAPC
isolation and culture procedures are not affected by the
same flaw in the plots published in our 2002 paper. These
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profiles provide reliable characterizations of the cell surface
phenotype of MAPCs and essentially confirm the marker
phenotype we originally published in ref. [2].

Catherine Verfaillie, M.D.
Director, Stamcelinstituut
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Leuven, Belgium
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