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REVIEWS REVIEWS 

Wie dem auch sei, das Werk Milavecs ist aufjeden Fall ein Meilenstein 
in der Geschichte der Erforschung der Didache, mit dem sich jeder kunf- 

tige Herausgeber und/oder Kommentator dieses einzigartigen Schriftstiicks 
wird auseinandersetzen miissen. 

Erwahnen wir noch, dass das Buch mit einer reichhaltigen Bibliographie 
und mit ausfiihrlichen Registern ausgestattet ist. 

P.S. Das Schlusskapitel iiber die "Spiritualitat der Didache" ist ein 

ergreifendes personliches Bekenntnis des Autors, inspiriert von dem, was 
er in diesem altchristlichen Text gefunden hat, zu der gegenwartigen Lage 
der Christenheit. Was er da zu bieten hat, ist nicht mehr "wissenschaftlich", 
aber eine sehr menschliche, sehr warme und leidenschaftliche Anregung 
zu einer Ereuerung, die von Herzen kommt und darum den Weg zum 
Herzen findet. 

Neuchatel WILY RORDORF 
wrordorf(,vtx.ch 

Kristijan Domiter, Gregor von Nazianz, De humana natura (c. 1,2,14): Text, 

Ubersetzung, Kommentar (Patrologia. Beitrage zum Studium der Kirchenvater, 

6), Peter Lang, Frankfurt am Main-Berlin-Ber-Bruxelles-New York-Wien, 
1999, 313 pp., e 46.80, ISBN 3-631-34570-4. 

'Who was I, who am I, who will I be?'. These words from verse 17 of 

Gregory of Nazianze's de humana natura (carmen 1,2,14) reflect a funda- 
mental uncertainty about what a human being essentially is and about 
what it means to be one. The poem, 132 verses in lenght, presents itself 
in the guise of the literary genre of the (pagan) elegy. Its form is that of 
a soliloquy, situated in the bucolic context of a garden. The poet pursues 
his inquiry along three main lines, treated in the three subsections the cor- 

pus of the text can be divided into. In its first part (w. 17-62) the poem 
takes the form of an address to the body. Is the body the essence of what 
it means to be a human being? The question is answered in the negative: 
since the body is permanently changing, it is far too unstable to fulfill that 
role. In the second part (w. 63-92) the poet addresses the soul: would he 
be the essence of human nature? In this context two possibilities are 

explored: the soul is material or the soul is immaterial. Again both possi- 
bilities do not lead to a definitive answer. The poet then introduces, as a 

way of 'healing medicine', the remembrance of Gods loving acts of salva- 

tion, from Creation to Incarnation. In the third part of his poem (w. 93- 
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122) Gregory explores the presence of suffering, to which not only any 
human being in its body and soul is subject but which is omnipresent in 
the entire world and even, says Gregory by way of rhetorical exaggera- 
tion, in the Trinity itself (w. 119-121). At the same time this thought makes 
the poet see to what gross errors his torturing soliloquy is leading him. 
Thus these verses make the transition to the final insight: only in adhering 
to God the poet's tormented soul finds peace. Having been unable to find 
the meaning of his own existence in himself or in the world, the tormented 

I-person of the poem finds at last a satisfying answer: ultimately it is in 
God that man can discover what his true nature is. 'Allein die Unterordnung 
des Zweifels unter die Autoritat des unbedingten und unbeirrten glauben- 
den Festhaltens an Gott und der von ihm zugesicherten Heilsgewissheit 
vermag G.'s Kummer und Zweifel zu beseitigen und wahren Trost zu 

spenden'. Or: the divine logos prevails above the human logismos (p. 247). 
All this looks pretty much like a way to show that ultimately Christianity 

is the vera religio. Though this was certainly part of Gregory's intention, the 
Christian element is far from omnipresent in the poem. Firstly: as already 
said the work presents itself as a pagan elegy. Moreover, the theme of the 

poem itself, the question of what the human nature exactly is, links up 
with a pagan tradition that goes back for centuries. Thirdly: the language 
and style of the poem is not the Greek of the fourth century AD but a 

literary language ('Kunstsprache') strongly influenced by Homer and Plato. 

Consequently the poem abounds in allusions to the common pagan her- 

itage. Besides Homer and Plato as the most important ones, the influence 
of Sappho, Pindarus, Simonides, Sophocles and Euripides, Theocritus and 
Callimachus can also be detected. The result is that the poem presents 
itself in a mainly pagan dress that to a certain extent even conceals the 
Christian elements. The latter are certainly present but cover only a minor 

part of the garment of the text. 
Given its difficult language, the countless allusions it contains, the mat- 

ters of style and metre, this is a difficult text to study. In this book, basic- 

ally his doctoral dissertation submitted at the Department of Classical 

Philology of the University of Mainz, Kristijan Domiter rose to the chal- 

lenge and succeeded with distinction. Besides a detailed, chiefly philologi- 
cal, commentary, the reader gets a brief survey of the transmission of the 
text, the Greek text itself with a reliable German translation and some 
excursuses on capita selecta. At the end of the book there is an index of 
Greek words (including a separate list of hapax legomena) and a large bib- 
liography (add to the list of translations the one in P.L. Gilbert's unpub- 
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lished dissertation: Person and Nature in the Theological Poems of St. Gregory of 
Nazianzus, Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C., 1994, pp. 
179-182). 

With regard to the Greek text it should be noted that it is not the result 
of a complete collation of all the manuscripts but a "bereinigter Text" (p. 19). 
To establish this text Domiter relied on the (intermediate) results of the 

study of the textual transmission of Gregory's Carmina acquired through 
the research of inter alios Sicherl, Gertz, Oberhaus, and Wessel. The result 
of this exercise is a more trustworthy text than the one printed in PG 37, 
though it should certainly not be considered, as Domiter himself acknowl- 

edges, as the definitive text edition. A list of differences (17 in sum) between 
the text in PG 37 and Domiter's text is duly provided. 

The lion's share of the monograph is devoted to a detailed commen- 

tary on de humana natura. To this end the text is conveniently broken up 
in smaller units. Each unit opens with the Greek text and the translation. 
This is followed by a brief presentation of its structure and contents as 
well as its place in the overall argumentation. Since Gregory's poetic lan- 

guage is loaden with images and it is therefore not always easy to deter- 
mine what he exactly means, this structuring of the text is already its first 

interpretation. In a second step Domiter then offers a word-by-word com- 

mentary on the text. It comprises not only the solving of the many allu- 
sions to classical authors but also philological and linguistic comments as 
well as elucidations with regard to matters of style and metre. Here the 
author also justifies the changes he brought into the Greek text of the PG 
edition. All in all Domiter's commentary is useful and reliable. One could 

object that it is too philologically-oriented but this would be a bit unfair: 
after all Domiter's monograph started life as a dissertation in Classical 

Philology. Moreover it has the advantage of providing a solid foundation 

upon which scholars can safely build in addressing further questions. 
One of these questions could be that of the intended audience of a 

poem such as this. I venture to put forward the following idea. This poem 
was surely meant to circulate in the milieu of the highly educated persons 
with paideia, a milieu to which the three Cappadocians belonged. The mem- 
bers of the networks that constituted this cultural elite were all well acquainted 
with the poem's form, language style and its reminiscences to the classical 

heritage. Can it be that Gregory had as his intended audience those mem- 
bers of the cultural elite in mind who were not Christians but who, for 
various reasons, were considering Christianity as a good option? This poem, 
written in a language and style they understood, could then have been 
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intended to give them a push in the right direction. Another question that 
must be addressed is that of the relation of this poem to the writings of 
the other Cappadocians. Domiter provides some references in this regard 
but it seems to me that a much fuller treatment is possible and could yield 
new insights. One example: in w. 33-36 Gregory speaks about a child's 

stay in the mother's uterus as an illustration for the argument that man 
does not know much about his past. The doubts and uncertainties the poet 
had with regard to the subject resulted, according to Domiter, in a restraint 
to express himself about the topic. Certainly Gregory is extremely brief 
about this subject but this needs more qualification than Domiter provides. 
What exactly the humanity of the embryo entailed was in Late Antiquity 
a debated issue for pagans and Christians alike. Gregory of Nyssa, to 
name just him, discussed the topic quite extensively in various texts (cf. 
M. Canevet, L'humanite de l'embryon selon Grigoire de Nysse, in NRT 114 (1992) 
678-695). Thus, Gregory of Nazianze's restraint seems at least atypical; 
one might even wonder whether it wasn't only introduced for the sake of 
his argument. 

Faculty of Theology JOHAN LEEMANS 

St. Michielsstraat 6 
B-3000 Leuven 

A.-M. Denis (avec le concours de J.-C. Haelewyck), Introduction a la lit- 
tirature religieuse judio-hellnistique, 2 vols.; Turnhout: Brepols, 2000; xxii + 
1420 pp.; ISBN 2-503-50981-9; e 330. 

In 1970 the Dominican Father Albert-Marie Denis from Louvain pub- 
lished his Introduction aux pseudepigraphes grecs dAncient Testament. It was a 
valuable work that has served many students well. Denis was aware of its 
limitations: it covered only the Greek pseudepigrapha, and because the 
book was published in a period that witnessed the beginning of an impres- 
sive revival of the study of this literature, it became bibliographically out- 
dated at a rather high speed. For that reason he soon resumed work on 
the book in order to prepare an enlarged second edition in which also the 
non-Greek material would be covered extensively, i.e., the Jewish works of 
which the original is lost and only a later version has been preserved. For 
this he recruited some ten specialist scholars: J.N. Birdsall (Georgian), S.P. 
Brock (Syriac), Chr. Burchard (inter alia Armenian), J.-D. Kaestli (Christian 
apocrypha), M.A. Knibb (Ethiopic), J.-N. Peres (Ethiopic), P. Piovanelli 
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