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The second (scientific-theoretical) part is the core of the book. You can 
find the heart of the matter in chapter 9: a practical-theological theory of 
action. This chapter is introduced by chapters in which practical theology is 
developed as a theological discipline (7) and as a theory that guides our actions 
(8). In the following three chapters, one specific theological theory of action is 
developed along three different lines: from the hermeneutical, the strategic and 
the empirical perspective. These three perspectives need each other and com
plement each other; they are always present in practical theological research. 

Based on the two previous parts, the third (practical-theoretical) part 
offers a further development with regard to the various action domains of prac
tical theology. Chapter 13 sketches the outline for this third part. The focus is 
on differentiation on the basis of a unity in theological theory. The broad ter
rain of practical theology is divided into three action domains: humanity and 
religion (14), church and faith (15), and religion and society (16). These three 
action domains express private, ecclesiological and public Christianity, and are 
approached through the development of anthropological, ecclesiological and 
'deaconological' theories. In the last chapter of the book (17), a more system
atic treatment of the content of present-day pastoral theology, as an important 
branch of practical theology, is treated. It gives special attention to the pastor -
ministers, priests and pastoral workers. 

This book provides a good introduction to practical theology. At the end, 
there is an extensive bibliography, which is always interesting as a point of 
departure for further investigation. The book is intended particularly for schol
ars, teachers, srudents and those directly involved in pastoral ministry. 

jokeMaex 

Gregory Baum (ed.) The Twentieth Century: A Theological Overview. 
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1999. viii + 263 pp.; $20.00. ISBN 1-
57075-282-6. 

In this collection of essays, Gregory Baum intends to sketch theological 
evolutions which have occurred in the course of the twentieth cenrury. To do 
so, he has engaged a number of prominent actors and key witnesses of impor
tant developments in church and society who have undoubtedly influenced 
theological reflection. In addition to the editor's introduction and conclusion, 
the volume consists of two major parts. In the first part, contributions focus on 
the 'impact of historical events on theology': e.g. the First World War and 
Barthian criticism of liberal theology; modernism and catholic theology; 
church and theology confronted with Nazi-ideology and the Holocaust; the 
impact of economic developments like the Great Depression, the rise of welfare 
capitalism and the gap between the first and the two-third worlds, and global
ization. The second part is dedicated to a 'theological evaluation of events and 
movements' in church and society. In this part it becomes clearly evident that 
theologies and churches have not only been confronting and engaging all the 
processes of modernisation and its critical emancipatory consciousness, but also 
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(late-modern and post-modern) criticisms thereo£ From various perspectives, 
the authors deal with the ecumenical movement, Vatican II and its reception, 
but also more general topics such as the ambiguous legacy of secularization the
ories, the lasting influence of Marxist ideas, the shifts in theology because of 
gender studies and of growing ethnic consciousness of minorities in Western 
societies, the challenges forced upon theology by the ecological crisis, and 
finally the questions involved in the so-called postmodern debate. As Baum 
admits, the volume does not provide a comprehensive overview - other devel
opments and events certainly could have been discussed. Nevertheless, some 
clear insights can be gained from it. Although the quality of the essays is some
times uneven, the collection makes manifest that one of the main theological 
developments of the last century concerns a prevailing consciousness of the 
intrinsic interaction between contexts and theologies: theology is involved in a 
continuous endeavor of 'recontextualisation,' in confrontation and dialogue 
with contextual newness and the critical consciousness stemming from it. From 
a methodological viewpoint, this implies that theological plurality is not only 
inevitable but indeed legitimate. Perhaps this is one of the most important 
lessons for theologians of the twenty-first centtiry. 

Lieven Boeve 

Mary C. Grey. The Outrageous Pursuit of Hope: Prophetic Dreams for the 
Twenty-first Century. London: Darton, Longman and Todd, 2000. xii + 
116 p.; £9.95. ISBN 0-232-52319-3. 

This small book deserves to be read now, not postponed to next year. It 
presents a theology of hope keyed to this moment in time, the turn of the mil
lennium - a theology of hope-filled resistance as timely as the daily news and 
equally fast-moving. Based on a series of lectures given at Sarum College, the 
text typifies Grey's broad appropriation of resources for theology-systematics, 
scripture, current events, ecology, art, the suffering of marginalized and colo
nized peoples, and her own involvement with the project Wells for India. It typ
ifies Grey's own theological approach as well- earnest, passionate and commit
ted. The rumble of ideas and connections weaves a consistent vision gathering 
disparate threads of present realities and integrating them into a future vision. 

The overall premise of the lectures presented here in five chapters seeks to 
retrieve a solid and workable prophetic vision from the book of Isaiah, even 
within its internal shifts, and to bring the voice(s) of Isaiah into a dynamic dia
logue with contemporary developments in social justice, economics and poli
tics. Both in Isaiah's time and now, argues Grey, maintaining a living memory 
of a people's identity will support their collective resistance to every aspect of 
present-day culture which would seek to compromise, even destroy, a vision of 
future justice for all persons, all creatures, and the earth itself. Other sources for 
developing a new cultural imagination adequate to the demands of the times 
include an appeal to the figure of Wisdom/Sophia and "Wisdom's feast" from 
Isaiah 55, as well as a "new language of the spirit ... a language of connection 


