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PREFACE 

The variety of questioning, methods and answers presented in this 
volume all make manifest that 'thinking sacramentality' has become a 
crucial theme under theological discussion. The contemporary 
sacramentological question - how to think the divine and its mediation, 
i.e. the 'presence of God', in a intellectual context which is most critical 
of premodern and modem thinking patterns of doing so - clearly stands 
at the heart of theology's endeavours today. As a matter of fact, more 
than being the subject of a more narrowly focused 'sacramentology' or 
'theology of the sacraments', today's reflection on the sacramentality of 
religious life, in its activity and its thinking, constitutes a critical and 
fecund point of departure for theology as a whole. In short, contemporary 
theology would seem to be profoundly 'sacramento-theology'. "As such, 
every expression about God, whether in word or deed, needs to be called 
sacramental and thus submitted to sacramento-theological reflection in as 
far as it is inscribed in, and gives form to - or better, realises and 
constitutes- the mutual involvement of human beings and God ."1 

From the 3rd through the 6th of November 1999, scholars from 
various countries gathered in Leuven to participate in the second biannual 
'Leuven Encounters in Systematic Theology' (LEST). This second 
Congress, entitled "Sacramental Presence in a Postmodem Context: 
Fundamental-Theological Approaches," was devoted to reflection on the 
conditions and possibilities for thinking the 'presence of God' in the 
present 'postmodem' context. This Congress has been part of the 
programme of a more extended research project, called 'Postmodem 
Sacramento-theology', sponsored by the K.U.Leuven Research Fund and 
the Fund for Scientific Research of Flanders (fwo-v). The subject under 
investigation in this project has also been selected for the programme of 
collaboration between the faculty of theology, K.U.Leuven, and The 
Netherlands School for Advanced Studies in Theology and Religion 
(Noster). Within the framework of this agreement, Noster co-sponsored 
the organisation of this Congress, in particular the Junior Scholars 
Conference (3 November 1999), which preceded the main Congress. 

1. L. Boeve, "Post-Modem Sacramento-Theology: Retelling the Christian Story," in 
Ephemerides Theologicae Lovanienses 74 (1998) 326-343, p. 326. 
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This Congress also included the fourteenth biennial International 
Liturgy Colloquium of the Liturgical Institute of the Faculty of Theology, 
K.U. Leuven, in cooperation with the Abbey of Keizersberg. As usual, 
the texts of the Colloquium are published in the review Questions 
Liturgiques- Studies in Liturgy (nrs. 3/4, 2000 and 1, 2001). All texts of 
the main speakers and their respondents, along with a selection of other 
contributions at the Congress, are published in the series Bibliotheca 
Ephemeridum Theologicarum Lovaniensium. 

The present volume consists of a collection of papers that were 
presented at the Conference and the Congress. By focusing upon 
differing facets of 'sacramentality', each contribution seeks to explore the 
"sacramental contours of a God incarnate" by bringing to light the vital 
role of 'sacramentality' in theological reflection as well as some of the 
aporias entailed in doing 'sacramento-theology' in the present 
postmodem context. 

We sincerely thank mrs. Rita Corstjens, dr. Stijn Van den Bossche and 
dr. John Ries for the editorial assistance. We hope that this volume may 
stimulate further scholarly reflections on thinking sacramental presence 
in a postmodem context. 

Lieven BOEVE Lambert LEIJSSEN 

PART ONE 

THE SACRAMENTOLOGY OF 
LOillS-MARIE CHAUVET 


